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IL—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBourR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Board of 
Trade Journal by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of 

‘The reports from the various associations of skilled workmen 
which send in their monthly returns to the Board of Trade show 
that the general labour market remains in much the same condition 
as it has been in during the last few months, the changes in any 
direction being of the slightest kind. 

A considerable amount of disturbance still prevails, and the 
number of strikes recorded is 78, which is but one or two in 
excess of the figures of the two previous months. Of these, as 
usual, a large proportion is chargeable to the textile trades, in 
which over 25 per cent. of the whole have taken place. There 
have been 12 in mining, 8 in the building trades, 4 among seamen 
and dock labourers, 3 in shipbuilding, 3 in tinplate working, 2 in 
engineering, and 2 in iron and steel manufacturing, the balance 
being distributed over miscellaneous industries. 

The trades which show a slight improvement in the proportion 
of employed members are a few branches of the engineering trade, 
the steel trade, and the Scottish building trades, the Jatter industries 
in England being somewhat unsettled owing to labour disputes. 

The trades showing a slight falling off are the shipbuilding, 
cotton spinning, English building, and the printing trades, the 
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latter showing the greatest proportional increase in the number of 
those out of work. 

Altogether 21 trade unions have sent in returns. These 
societies show a total membership of 244,886, of which 7,000 
were out of work, as against 6,841 in the previous month. 

The proportion per cent. unemployed is therefore 2°86, which, 
in consequence of a considerable increase in the total membership 
of the unions represented, is a fraction less than last month, when 
the per-centage was 2°98; for July 1890 the proportion was 1°9 
per cent, 

The general remarks made by the reports show that only one 
trade can be described as “ very good,” eleven as “ good,” seven as 
** moderate,” and two as “ bad.” 


INTERNATIONAL TARIFF BUREAU. 


With reference to the notification on page 371 of the April 
number of the Journal, respecting the establishment at Brussels 
of an International Bureau for publishing the Customs tariffs of 
all nations in five languages (German, English, Spanish, French, 
and Italian), applications respecting the supply of copies of the 
publications of the bureau have been received at the Board of 
Trade from merchants and others interested in the Customs duties 
levied on the importation into foreign countries of British goods, 
and the changes that are frequently taking place therein. 

All communications on this subject should in future be 
addressed to Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, the Queen’s Printers, 
at their offices in East Harding Street, Fetter Jane, London, 
E.C., thet firm being the agents for the sale in this country of 
the International Bulletin, and being prepared to receive 
subscriptions for the regular supply of copies. 


Inspectors OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have 
during the month of June 1891 passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 :— 


Ainsworth, Arthur Thomas 
Aldersey, Thomas - - 
Hall, Jonathan - 
Hayley, Arthur - 
Newton, Fred. - - 
Slough, Alfred Edward - 


Congleton, Borough. 
Salop, Northern Division. 
Congleton, Borough. 
Yorks, West Riding. 
Leeds, Borough. 
Luton, Borough. 
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Boarp or TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to confer 
the decoration of the Albert Medal of the Second Class on 
Mr. William Seed, Chief of Police, Gibraltar, and Mr. William 
McQue, Corporal, 3rd Battallion King’s Royal Rifles. 

The following is an account of the services in respect of which 
the decoration has been conferred :— 

On the occasion of the sinking of the British steamship 
* Utopia,” through collision, off Gibraltar, on 17th March 1891, 
when 551 lives were lost, a number of boats were put out by the 
vessels of the Channel Squadron to the assistance of the 
shipwrecked persons. 

The launch of H.M.S. “ Immortalité,” while engaged in the 
work of rescue, fouled her screw, became uncontrollable, and was 
beaten on to the shore near the breakwater, where she eventually 
became a total wreck. Two of her crew were drowned, two 
others swam safely ashore, and the remainder, with eight emigrants 
from the “ Utopia,” were rescued in an exhausted condition by 
i and men of the Port Department and of the King’s Royal 

ifles, 

Among the rescuers, William Seed, Chief of Police, and 
Corporal William McQue of the Rifles, particularly distinguished 
themselves. 

Although the night was intensely dark, with a strong gale 
blowing, and a strong current and heavy sea dashing on the 
breakwater (which is a low line of jagged rocks giving no foot- 
hold outside the wall of the fortifications) they plunged into the 
waves with ropes, and although washed back on the rocks, 
renewed their attempt until they succeeded in reaching the launch, 
which was eighty yards off shore, when the rescue was effected. 

The Board of Trade have awarded the following testimonials 
to various persons concerned in saving life on the occasion vf the 
wreck of the “ Utopia,” viz. :— 

Gold shipwreck medals to the seamen Bjorkander and Werner, 
two of the crew of the Swedish warship “ Freja,” who, at great 
risk to their lives, jumped from the vessel to the rescue of those 
who were struggling in the water, the former succeeding in saving 
a female passenger. 

A Board of Trade silver medal to Mr. Henry Wheeler, and a 
Board of Trade bronze medal to Frank Loosemore, James Turl, 
and Samuel Southcott, three of the crew of the cutter “ Resolute,” 
who rescued 14 passengers of the “ Utopia.” 

Board of Trade silver medals to W. Undery, boarding officer, 
Peter Grao, coxswain, Charles Nile, A.B., John Chappory, A.B., 
J. Ramognin, A.B., Francis Correa, engine-driver, and V. Robba, 
fireman, who went out from shore in a pinnace and rescued the 
crew of a large boat of H.M.S. “ Rodney” which was driven on 
to the north end of the bay while engaged in the work of rescue ; 
and a Board of Trade bronze medal to W. G. Adair, who 
rendered valuable services on the occasion. 
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The Board of Trade have awarded a gold watch to Mr. James 
Edgar, master of the S.S. “ Engineer ” of Liverpool, in recognition 
of his kindness and humanity to the shipwrecked crew of the 
ship “ Fearnought ” of Liverpool, whom he rescued at sea on the 
12th and 15th October 1890. 


The Board have awarded silver medals for gallantry to Robert 
Parker Laweon, first mate of the “ Engineer,’ and to Samuel 
Bass, third mate; and their bronze medal and sums of money to 
Henry Moreau, James Spencer, Edward Wilcox, Ambrose Lace, 
and William Robinson, seamen of the “ Engineer,” and a sum of 
money to Peter Crane, a seaman of the “ Fearnought,” who 
formed the crew of the rescuing boats of the “ Engineer.” 


They have also awarded a sum of money to Robert Lamonby, 
A.B., of the “ Engineer,” who was injured in hoisting one of the 
rescuing boats on board that vessel. 


The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for 
gallantry in saving life at sea to William Fisher, coastguard 
chief boatman, James Lewis, coastguard boatman, and William 
Barker, enrolled volunteer, of the Coverack Life-saving Apparatus 
Station, for their gallant and praiseworthy conduct at the wreck 
of the “ Bay of Panama” at Nare Point on the 10th March 
1891. 

Seventeen of the crew of the vessel were safely landed by 
means of the life-saving apparatus. The remainder of the crew, 
three in number, were reported to be dead, but as it was stated 
that a man had been seen alive on the poop, the three men 
mentioned gallantly went off in the breeches buoy to the wreck 
at great personal risk owing to the violent wind and blinding 
snowstorm, and to the seas breaking over the vessel at the time, 
in order to ascertain whether any of the three men left on board 
were alive. They found life to be extinct in each case. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a gold watch to M. Victor 
Israel Valrose, master of the French ship “ Georges et Paul” of 
Granville, in recognition of his humanity and kindness to the 
shipwrecked crew of the barquentine “ Briton” of Portsmouth, 
whom he rescued at sea on the 14th March 1891. 


The Board have also awarded a gold shipwreck medal to 
M. Louis Bailly, mate of the “Georges et Paul,” and a silver 
shipwreck medal and a sum of money to Pierre Turmel, boatswain, 
aud E. B. Georges, I. B. Tauzin, and J. J. Lecharpentier, 
seamen of that vessel, who, with the mate, manned the boat 
which effected the rescue. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal to 
Mr. Henry Charles Rhodes, master of the fishing smack “ Star 
of Hope” of Grimsby, in recognition of his services in rescuing 
two of the crew of that vessel from drowning on the 17th April 
1891. 
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or 


AMENDMENT OF THE MercHANDISE Marks Act, 1887. 


A general order has been issued by the Cu-toms circulating 
copies of the Act 54 Vict., cap. 15 (An Act to amend the Mer- 
chandise Marks Act, 1887). The text of this Act is as follows :— 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
anl Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

1. The Customs entry relating to imported goods shall, for 
the purposes of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, be deemed to 
be a trade description applied to the goods. 

2.—(1.) The Board of Trade may, with the concurrence of the 
Lord Chancellor, make regulations providing that in cases 
appearing to the Board to affect the general interest of the country, 
or of a section of the community, or of a trade, the prosecution of 
offences under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, shall be under- 
taken by the Board of Trade, and prescribing the conditions on 
which such prosecutions are to be so undertaken. The expenses 


of prosecutions sv undertaken shall be paid out of moneys provided 
by Parliament. 


(2.) All regulations made under this section shall be laid before 
Parliament within three weeks after they are made if Parliament 
is then sitting, and if Parliament is not then sitting, within three 
weeks after the beginning of the next session of Parliament, and 
shall be judicially noticed, and shall have effect as if enacted by 
this Act, and shall be published under the authority of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

(3.) Nothing in this Act shall affect the power of any person or 
authority to undertake prosecutions otherwise than under the said 
regulations. 

3. This Act may be cited as the Merchandise Marks Act, 1891, 
and the Merchandise Marks Acts, 1887, and this Act may be 
cited together as the Merchandise Marks Acts, 1887 and 1891. 


Annuat MeetinG or Sea Fisnerres REPRESENTATIVES. 


The first annual meeting of representatives of authorities under 
the Sea Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888, was held in pursuance 
of section 9 of the Act at the Board of Trade on Tuesday, June 9, 
last, under the chairmanship of Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, and 
afterwards of Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 

A large number of representatives attended and the following 
subjects were discussed :—- 

An agreement with Belgium on the subject of the fisheries in 
the North Sea. 

The best means of preventing injury to fishing gear, &c., at 
sea, 


The area of sea fisheries districts, 
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Bye-laws for the protection of coast fisheries, and the size of 
the mesh of nets. 

Prosecutions for offences. 

Expenses of local fisheries committees, and of other bodies 
having the powers of committees. 

Mussel and bait cultivation; and the closing of certain areas for 
limited periods. 

i The Fisheries (Oyster, Crab, and Lobster) Act, 1877, with refer- 
ence to (a) the minimum size of crabs and lobsters; (b) the 
protection of berried lobsters; (c) a close time for crabs and 
lobsters. 

The capture and sale of immature and undersized fish. 


Sea Fisnerres Act, 1868. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of: the provisions of the 
herein-after mentioned Act, have made the following certificate :— 


“Sea Act, 1868.” “ Brackwater (Essex) 
Oyster FisHery Orper, 1868, CERTIFICATE OF 
DETERMINATION OF RicHT oF SEVERAL OYSTER 
FIsHERY.” 


The Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers conferred 
upon them by the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, and otherwise, 
hereby certify that they are not satisfied that the grantees under 
the Blackwater (Essex) Oyster Fishery Order, 1868, are'properly 
cultivating the oyster ground within the limits of the fishery 
referred to in the said Order. 

And notice is hereby further given that, by virtue of Part III. 
of the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, and of the foregoing certificate, 
the right of several oyster fishery conferred by the Blackwater 
(Essex) Oyster Fishery Order, 1868, is absolutely determined, 
and all provisions of that part of that Act have ceased to operate 
in relation to such fishery as a several oyster fishery from the date 
of such certificate, without prejudice to acts done or liabilities 
incurred previously thereto. 


New Rovumanian Customs Tarirr, 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a telegram from Sir F. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Bucharest, dated 8th July 1891, in which it is stated that the 
new Roumanian tariff came into force on the 11th instant, in 
accordance with a decree published on the 7th in the Monitor, 

A statement of the changes in the rates of duty under the new 
tariff will be published in a subsequent number of the Board of 
Trade Journal, 
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II—THE TIMBER TRADE OF FINLAND. 


Some interesting particulars of this trade are contained in the 
Handels Museum of May 28th, from which it appears that the 
bulk of the timber destined for export is sawn by machinery, and 
its most important markets are England, France, Holland, Belgium, 
Germany, and Denmark, while the remaining and less important 
quantity is sawn by hand and finds a market almost exclusively 
in Spain. The chief saw-mills are situated in the governments of 
Abo, Bjérneborg, Uleaborg, and Wiborg, while there are also a 
few on the shores of Lake Saima. In 1887 there were 307 such 
mills in Finland, of which 113 were worked by steam, the rest by 
water power, and the quantity of timber sawn by these mills was 
in the same year 8,202,965 cubic metres. The years 1888 and 
1889 are said to have been specially favourable for this trade, 
these years having been preceded by a period of comparative 
depression. In 1890 there was again such a fall in the market 
that the “ standard” (= 165 English cubic feet) fell from 150 to 
100 Finnish marks (the Finnish mark = about 10d.) and even 
lower, resulting in a loss of about 15 million Finnish marks in 
1890, the production of that year amounting to about 300,000 
“standards.” It has been suggested that this fall in price was 
to be attributed to the determination of a ring in England to 
bring down prices ; but it will be seen further on that the fall is 
traceable to other causes. The saw-mill industry in Finland 
requires considerable capital, and all purchases are made with 
ready money, cash being frequently paid down for forests which it 
will take from three to four years to exploit. The cutting down 
and transport of the trees again requires capital, and the transport- 
ing requires a good deal of time. As soon as the timber has been 
cut down the arrival of winter is looked forward to, when it is 
transported to the shores of the lakes, on reaching which the bark 
has to be removed, which occupies about eight days, after which it 
is floated further on. The floating of timber with the bark on is 
forbidden in the interests of fish culture. During the spring it is 
taken to its destination by way of the lakes and canals, during 
which again further delay is occasioned owing to the necessity of 
frequently landing the timber when there is no communication 
between the internal waterways. The land transport can then 
only be resumed with the advent of winter, and so, very frequently, 
three winters intervene between the period of cutting down and 
the arrival of the timber at its destination. The cost of transport 
as a rule doubles the price of the wood. The fact that land 
transport can only be effected in the winter time is due to the 
circumstance that it depends entirely on the snow-fall, and is 
with difficulty carried out when the snow fall has been slight. 
During the winter season, too, labour is cheaper owing to a general 
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cessation of work on the part of the land population, who have no 
occupation either for themselves or their horses. 

From these facts we may judge of the expenses connected with 
the timber trade. In the absence of capital it often vecomes 
impossible to await the proper moment for selling; besides which 
the timber itself frequently deteriorates through delay, as it is 
often exposed to long and heavy rains which turn it black and 
render it unsaleable unless it be again sawn. The trade then 
requires quick returns, a fact with which foreign purchasers are 
well acquainted. They also know that in consequence of the 
high prices of 1888 and 1889 large quantities of timber have 
been accumulated in Finland. It naturally follows that purchasers 
take advantage of the large supply, from which we have an 
explanation of the crisis in Finnish timber trade of last year. 

The quantity and value of the timber (exclusive of firewood) 
exported from Finland in each of the years 1887, 1888, and 1889, 
has been as follows :— 


— Cubic Metres. Finnish Marks. 
1887 1,242,900 28,699,300 
1888 1,377,200 35,251,300 
1889 1,511,448 46,795,000 


The average value of the annual export of firewood is between 
two and three million Finnish marks. 


= 
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III.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF GERMANY. 


The Frankfurter Zeitung has an article on the development of 
the commercial movement of Germany in the last 10 years based 
on the official statistics of the German Empire from 1880 to 
1889. 

The total trade of Germany in 1880, reckoning both the 
imports and exports together, was valued at 5,806,108,000 marks, 
and in 1889 at 7,343,481,000 marks (the mark is equivalent to 
about 1s.). In this period the increase was 1,537,000,000 marks, 
or 26°4 per cent., the imports have increased faster than the 
exports, since the former in 1880 were valued at only 
2,589,928,000 marks, against an exportation for the same year 
valued at 2,906,180,000 marks. In 1889 the imports were valued 
at 4,087,060,000 marks against an export of 3,256,421,000 marks. 
The total imports have therefore increased by 1,227,000,000 
marks or 42°9 per cent., whilst the exports have only increased 
by 310,000,000 marks or 10°5 per cent. 

In 1880 Germany was still ranked among the exporting countries, 
its exports exceeding its imports by 86,252,000 marks ; in 1889 
it was included among the import countries, since its imports in 
that year exceeded its exports by 830,639,000 marks. 

According to the German official statistics those countries 
having the largest share in the trade of Germany were, in 
1889, the following: The United Kingdom, with a total value 
(imports and exports) of 1,327,000,000 marks ; A.ustria- Hungary, 
878,000,000 marks; Russia, 749,000,000 marks; United States, 
713,000,000 marks; the Netherlands, 544,000,000 marks; 
France, 496,000,000 marks; Belgium, 474,000,000 marks; and 
Switzerland, 358,000,000 marks. 5,539,000,000 marks, repre- 
senting 75°4 per cent. of the total trade of Germany, are there- 
fore supplied by eight countries. 

The following statement gives the details of the share of each 
country in the import trade of Germany during the years 1880 
and 1889, the values being given in thousands of marks :— 


—. 1880. Per Cent. 1889. Per Cent. 
Austria-Hungary - - 414,746 14°5 537,279 13°1 
United Kingdom - - 851,653 12°3 674,853 16°5 
Russia - - - - 336,667 11°8 551,797 13°4 
France - - - 248,187 8°7 285,435 6°9 
Belgium - - 194,872 6°8 337,203 
Netherlands - - - 193,627 6°8 286,180 7°0 
United States - - - 177,060 6°2 317,500 7°97 
Switzerland - - - 142,626 5°0 181,077 4°4 


For the imports in 1880 the countries are classified according 
to the relative importance of each of them. 

As regards the imports in 1889, the United Kingdom 
comes first, then Russia, then Austria-Hungary, Belgium, the 
United States, the Netherlands, France, and Switzerland. The 
United Kingdom, the greater supplier of the raw materials 
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for German industry, has taken the first instead of the second 
place; Russia, the furnisher of food products, has taken the 
second instead of the third place ; whilst Austria-Hungary, another 
very large supplier of similar products, has ceded its position in 
favour of the powers named and takes the third place. Belgium 
and the United States have progressed, whilst France has fallen 
from the fourth to the seventh place. The Netherlands and 
Switzerland have kept their positions. Calculating the per-centage 
of the increase in the imports of the eight countries in question 
from the year 1880 until the year 1889, the following figures are 
obtained :—(1) United Kingdom, 91°8 per cent.; (2) the United 
States, 79°6 per cent.; (3) Belgium, 72°8 per cent.; (4) Russia, 
63°5 per cent. ; (5) The Netherlands, 47°4 per cent. ; (6) Austria- 
Hungary, 29°4 per cent.; (7) Switzerland, 26°5 per cent.; and 
(8) France, 14°9 per cent. 

The increase in the total of German imports has been during 
the period specified 42-9 per cent.; the United Kingdom was in 
1889 not only the largest importer into Germany, but during the 
10 years she had the greatest proportional increase, namely, 
91:80 per cent. 

The imports from the United States, Belgium, Russia, as also 
the Netherlands have increased. The imports from Austria- 
Hungary, Switzerland, and France have diminished. 

The following statement shows, in thousands of marks, the 
share of the eight countries in the export trade of Germany during 
the years comprised between 1880 and 1889 :— 


—- 1880. Per Cent. 1889. Per Cent. 
| | 
United Kingdom - -| 441,420 15 | 652,338 20 
Austria-Hungary - 296,088 10 | 340,762 10°5 
France -| 290649 99 | 210,166 6°4 
Netherlands - - - - 227,461 | P27) if 258,199 7°9 
Russia - - -| 227,022 7:2 | 196,899 6 
United States - - - 180,471 | 6°1 | 395,037 
Switzerland - - -| 175,615 6 177,402 5:4 
Belgium - - - -| 166,592 187,211 4:2 


According to the importance of their exports in 1889 they 
should be classified as follows:—(1) the United Kingdom; (2) 
the United States; (3) Austria-Hungary; (4) the Netherlands ; 
(5) France; (6) Russia; (7) Switzerland; (8) Belgium. The 
United Kingdom here again is first. 

The most remarkable changes are to be observed with the 
United States, which has secured a better position, whilst France 
on the contrary has lost its rank. 

The increase in the total import has been, as already stated, 
10°5 per cent., the German exports to the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Austria, and the Netherlands have increased, 
and those for Russia, Belgium, and France have diminished, more 
particularly those for France, where the diminution reaches the 
figure of 27-9 per cent. 


July 1891.) THE FRENCH SPIRIT INDUSTRY, 11 


1V.—THE FRENCH SPIRIT INDUSTRY. 


In an article on the subject of the spirit industry in France 
the Monde Economique journal writes as follows :— ; 
“- The production of French alcohols is considerable. It is very 
difficult to estimate the quantity produced by the private distillers 
(bouilleurs de cru), possessing, it is true, the right of distilling 
the products of their crop, but abusing more often their privilege ; 
however, according to authentic estimates, and including pro- 
fessional distillers and boilers (distillateurs et bouilleurs de 
profession), the figure of 2,000,000 hectolitres (hectolitre = 22 
gallons) is arrived at for recent years. At 8/. per hectolitre, this 
quantity represents a sum total of 16,000,000/. 

The following statement exhibits the progress of French pro- 
duction since 1850 :— 


Quantities produced. 

— By Professional By Home 

Distillers. Distillers. 

Hectol. Hectol. 

1850 670,000 270,000 
1860 763,000 110,000 
1870 902,000 335,000 
1880 1,556,000 25,000 
1887 1,952,000 53,000 
1888 2,109,000 57,000 
1889 2,186,000 60,000 
1890 2,171,000 43,000 


The manufacture of spirits comprises two large categories of 
products in themselves distinct, the influence of which on the 
health of the consumer is not absolutely identical ; the first, which 
comprise alcohols eminently drinkable, which taken in excess only 
are injurious, come from the direct distillation of wines, or even 
of ciders, perries, and fruits; the others, almost always charged 
with empyreumatic products difficult of improvement even by 
careful rectification, and which are supplied by the distillation of 
molasses, beet-sugars, or farinaceous substances of every kind. 
It may not be without interest to know what is the quantity pro- 
duced in France from each of these products. The following 
statement shows that France is subject to the almost absolute 
influence of molasses and beetroot :— 


Alcohols distilled from 


1877. 1887. 1890. 
Hectol. Hectol. Hectol. 

Farinaceous substances - - 163,204 765,050 645,255 
Molasses - - - - 642,709 451,826 682,573 
Beetroot - - - - 272,888 672,352 800,982 
Wine - - - - 157,570 32,758 38,799 
Cider - - 9,468 13,595 4,803 
Dregs, lees, &c. - - - 56,191 41,872 34,374 
Fruits - - - - 1,062 2,386 1,160 
Miscellaneous substances - - 5,796 25,796 6,581 

1,308,881 2,005,635 2,214,527 
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All these alcohols are none the less considered by the consumers 
as pure spirits. A consideration of the figures issued by the 
Customs as regards the movement of the exports under one or the 
other denomination is sufficient to convince one of this fact :— 


= Pure Spirits derived Spirits distilled from 
from Wine. Molasses. 
Hectol. Hectol. 
1886 131,836 5,302 
1887 120,920 7,336 
1888 185,846 7,729 
1889 193,734 7,696 
- 1890 172,026 9,669 


As France is clearly not able to export more pure spirits than she 
manufactures, it would appear that the greater part of the liquids 
comprised under this head, although including a large portion of 
best spirits, represents, at least to the extent of three-fourths 
spirits distilled from molasses and beetroot. 

French imports consist principally of rums and tafias from 
French colonies, and some kirchs and beet spirits consigned by 
Germany. 

The best customer for French spirits is England, where the 
imports from France in 1890, both in casks and bottles, reached 
the enormous quantity of 117,372 heciolitres. In the last 10 
years the fluctuation of French exports to this country was very 
considerable ; since 1888, the exports to England have assumed a 
more normal figure, as appears from the following :— 1886, 
43,963 hectolitres in casks and 16,451 hectolitres in bottles; 
1887, 37,914 hectolitres in casks and 17,088 hectolitres in bottles ; 
1888, 70,976 hectolitres in casks and 30,169 hectolitres in bottles ; 
1889, 75,760 hectolitres in casks and 33,253 hectolitres in bottles ; 
1890, 79,415 hectolitres in casks and 37,957 hectolitres in bottles. 

The United States also figures amongst the largest consumers 
of French spirits; but the imports there, although progressive, 
have not been commensurate with the enormous growth of the 
country. In 1880 it took 2,939 hectolitres in casks and 
1,266 hectolitres in bottles, while in 1890 it imported 4,310 hecto- 
litres in casks and 2,922 hectolitres in bottles. 

Finally, among the countries where France still holds the 
premier position, should be mentioned the Argentine Republic. 
The figures of the last decade show that the export in bottles is, 
to this country, larger than the consignmentin casks. In 1880 
they reached 240 hectolitres in casks and 974 hectolitres in 
bottles; while in 1890 they totalled 968 hectolitres in casks and 
3,488 hectolitres in bottles. 
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V.—THE ITALIAN MERCHANT NAVY. 


The following account of the present position of the Italian 
merchant marine is taken from the Monde Economique of the 
13th June last :-— 

On the 31st December 1889 the number of Italian ships 
appearing ov the Government registers amounted to 6,721, 
with a burthen of 824,474 tons, of which 6,442 were sailing 
vessels representing 642,225 tons, and 279 steamers, of a 
collective capacity of 182,249 tons. Comparing these figures 
with those for preceding years, it is found that the tonnage 
of sailing vessels diminished by 2°19 per cent. in 1883, by 
3°31 per cent. in 1886, by 8°59 per cent. in 1887, by 7°44 per 
cent. in 1888, and by 5:26 per cent. in 1889. For steam vessels 
the tonnage has increased respectively for the same years by 2°61, 
15°83, 13°02, 7°33, and 4:08 per cent. The large increase of the 
steam tonnage during the years 1886 and 1887 has been brought 
about by the law of 6th December 1885, which grants shipping 
bounties to ocean-going vessels. Compared with other merchant 
navies, that of Italy occupies the sixth rank as regards steam 
vessels and the fifth as regards sailing vessels. 

If the total tonnage only be considered, a constant diminution is 
noticeable, since the year 1876 when it was 1,078,369 tons, falling 
to 999,196 tons in 1880, to 953,419 tons in 1885, and 824,474 
tons in 1889; but as one ton of steam is equivalent to three tons 
sailing, the actual diminution is not significant. 

The 31 yards or establishments for naval construction in Italy 
turned out, in 1889, 354 vessels of a collective capacity of 11,615 
tons, of an average tonnage of 32 tons, and of a total value of 
160,0002. The largest ship constructed in 1889 had a tonnage of 
1,711 tons. Although this figure of 11,615 tons is small, it is 
twice as great as the tonnage built in 1887 and 1888, whilst it is 
very nearly the same as that of 1886, the year which followed 
the vote for a bounty on construction. 

If it be considered that the Italian yards sent out 337 vessels 
representing 87,691 tons in 1875, it is seen that the shipbuilding 
industry has considerably diminished. This results from the sub- 
stitution of iron and steel for wood, as well as from the decadence 
of sailing vessels. Several large establishments being at the 
present time fitted for the construction of metallic hulls and 
machinery and boilers, it is probable that the number and tounage 
of vessels constructed in Italy will consequently largely increase. 

From the Ist January 1886 to the 3lst December 1889, 
the Italian Government has paid 599,720, of which 55,9367. 
represent the repayment of duties levied on the importatiou of 
materials for construction, 505,036/ shipping bounties, 21,240/. 
for bounties on the transport of coal, and 17,504/. for bounties on 
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construction and repairs of Italian-made boilers, In fact, the 
law of the 6th December 1885 grants, for a period of 10 years, 
and on certain conditions— 

1. A shipping bounty of 65 centimes per net measurement ton 
and per 1,000 miles run by ocean-going vessels (without distinction 
of steamers or sailing vessels). 

2. A bounty to builders, of 15 francs per gross measurement 
ton for wooden sailing vessels and 30 francs per gross measure- 
ment ton for hulls of iron or steel. For the construction in Italy 
of machinery and marine boilers, there is granted 10 francs per 
horse power indicated for machinery, and 6 frances per quintal for 
boilers, and this bounty is extended to repairs ; but these bounties 
on construction have brought about the régime of the free 
importation of materials for construction. 

3. A bounty of 1 franc per ton weight carried, to Italian 
sailing and steam vessels, provided that the cargo of these vessels 
is not less than three-fifths of their capacity, and that they come 
from ports situated beyond the Straits of Gibraltar. 

This last bounty has not yielded very remarkable results. In 
fact, the sums paid by the Government amounted to 5,524/. in 1886, 
6,9302. (for 107 sailing vessels and 11 steamers) in 1887, 6,496/. 
(for 99 sailing vessels and 8 steamers) in 1888, and 1,9502 (for 
38 sailing vessels and 7 steamers) in 1889. 

The shipping bounty amounted to 141,245/. in 1887, of which 
96,290/. went to 362 sailing vessels, and the remainder to 36 
steamers ; 133,220/. in 1888, of which 90,556/. was for 361 sailing 
vessels, and the remainder for 29 steamers; 130,785/. in 1889, of 
which 81,472/. was for 313 sailing vessels, and the remainder for 
28 steamers. 

Ships belonging to subventioned companies, and carrying the 
mails do not benefit from the shipping bounty. As is evident. 
from the preceding, the number of ships benefiting by the bounty 
has been continually diminishing both as regards sailing and steam 
vessels, 

The largest Italian steam navigation company is that known 
under the name of the “ Navigazione Gererale Italiana,” which 
has been formed by the fusion of the old Floris and Rubattino 
companies. This company owns 106 steam vessels and 5 tugs 
for the port services. The 106 steamers represent collectively a 
carrying capacity of 168,200 tons, represented by 107,600 horse- 
power, and of this number of steamers there are only two with a 
carrying capacity greater than 4,000 tons. 

It is this important company to which the larger share of the 
mail contracts is ceded; but several of its steamers (17 in 1889) 
share each year in the shipping bounties. 

The average distance run by each of the steamers which have 
benefited from this bounty has varied from 28,800 miles in 1886 
to 35,970 miles in 1889, 
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VIL—PROSPECTS OF RAMIE PRODUCTION IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 


The following is extracted from an article published in Brad- 
street's for the 23rd May last :— 

The increasing interest which is being taken in the ramie 
industry, not only in the United States, but in Europe and Mexico, 
seems likely to result in a wider cultivation of this valuable 
plant. The problem of constructing machinery which will prepare 
the fibre for spinning, at a cost which will insure the manufac- 
tured products a profitable market, is slowly being solved. 

The Legislature of California has this year appropriated 
5,000 dols. for the encouragement of the industry in that State, 
under the following provisions: “ Said appropriation shall be under 
** the direction and control of the State Board of Agriculture, 
** and may be expended as said society may direct, either for the 
purchase of ramie roots for free distribution to farmers, or in 
payment of a bounty for merchantable ramie fibre (but no 
“ greater sum than 1,000 dols. shall be paid in any one year for 
the purchase of ramie roots), and no greater amount than 
1 cent per pound shall be paid as a bounty for merchantable 
“ ramie fibre. Any portion of said appropriation for the forty- 
third fiscal year remaining unexpended may be used by the 
“ State Board of Agriculture for the payment of bounties during 
“ the forty-fourth fiscal year.” It is doubtful if the industry 
has reached a stage that would call for the entire 1,000 dols. in 
bounties this year, so that the final provision of the law secures 
a larger appropriation for encouraging the industry during the 
succeeding than for the present year. The present situation 
requires proper machinery rather than bounties. It is stated 
that not a single application was made for money under the 
provisions of the Bounty Bill passed by the Legislature of New 
Jersey several years ago for encouraging the production of fibre 
plants in that State. 

A recent report of the special agent of the Department 
of Agriculture contains the following from General Sewell 
on ramie machinery used in the factory at Motzorougo, 
Mexico, and imported from Atlanta, Ga.: “The machinery 
“ now erected at Motzorougo will yield over a ton and a 
* quarter of fibre fit for the spinner during an operation of 
“ 10 hours. I may now say, after a severe test of this 
** machinery, supported and approved by the Government of 
“ Mexico, that it leaves nothing to be desired in soiving the 
“ problem of the ramie question. It is an acknowledged fact 
* that ramie can be produced to meet a commercial demand at a 
* large profit, which it could not compass under the limited and 
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“ macerating process of decorticating machinery.’’ The method, 
it may be said, differs from those previously employed in that it 
is a combination of a chemical and a mechanical process, whereas 
the others were strictly mechanical. 

One of the chief necessities for the production of ramie by 
individual farmers is the invention of a decorticator, which can 
not only be obtained at an expense low enough to be within the 
means of the average grower, but will produce fibre in paying 
quantities and in a straight, clean and unbroken condition. 

Until this is obtained it cannot be expected that the output will 
be sufficient to warrant manufacturers in erecting mills for the 
exclusive manufacture of ramie goods. The establishment of 
such factories would insure a steady demand for ramie fibre and 
be a guarantee to the producers that their products will not lack 
for a market. 

In the south the cultivation of the plant is still in its experi- 
mental stage, while in California some large tracts have already 
been devoted to its production. In some parts of the State at 
least four crops annually are assured, while in others less favoured 
by heat, moisture and irrigation, from two to three cuts have 
been obtained in the course of a single season. A great deal 
depends upon the ability of the farmers to maintain the strength 
of their soils. This may be secured by returning to the ground 
the refuse, such as the leaves and stalks. In order to accomplish 
this with the least expense to the producer the individual grower 
must be supplied with a portable decorticator. The work of the 
Agricultural Department at present is directed to ascertaining 
which patent is the best adapted to this work, and a public 
competition of machines under the supervision of experts has 
been suggested by the special agent as the only means of 
forming an estimate of their merits. 

The following, from an article of Dr. Hassack, of Baden, 
furnishes some valuable information on ramie cultivation in other 
countries :—“ The slowness of the introduction of ramie into our 
“ industry can be traced to two causes, the scarcity of the raw 
“ material, and the difficulty of obtaining a pure textile fibre. 
“ Until within a few years China was our only source, and there 
“‘ the exportation was limited by the large home consumption. 
“ Of late, however, nearly all tropical countries have experi- 
“ mented with ramie culture, and some have reached very 
“ satisfactory results. At present ramie is raised in the Lunda 
« Tslands, the East Indies, Alzeria, Eyvypt, Cape Colony, the 
“ West Indies, Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, Brazil and the 
“ Sandwich Islands. Java, Cuba, and Algeria already export 
« yamie in considerable quantities. Ramie is grown in southern 
“ France, italy, and Hungary, but the prospect of ramie culture 
“ in Europe is discouraging, as the plant requires a warmer 
“ climate for a remunerative crop. This general culture of the 
« plant has lowered the price of raw fibre in the European 
“ markets from 160 to 170 franes a few years ago to 100 to 125 
“ francs per 220 lbs.” The United States Minister in Mexico, 
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king of the ramie industry of that country, says: “ The 
jag can be profitably produced in every ‘Paste of Mexico, 
“ where from three to five healthy crops may be obtained 
“ annually, whereas in France, Italy, Austria, and Spain but 
** two crops are grown. In this country its cultivation will 
* vield greater profits than cotton, sugar, or cereals.” 

Although China is the original source of the ramie plant, and 
the industry has been carried on there for a number of years, its 
manufacture is carried on wholly by manual labour, very little, if 
any, machinery being used. The method employed is of the 
rudest description, and while it enhances the cost of the product 
it lowers the grade of the fibre. It is grown almost wholly in 
central China, where the soil is a mixture of red clay and sand. 
Three crops are secured annually, the cutting being made in 
May, August, and October. It has been estimated that the 
quantity exported annually is about 10,000 tons, the greater part 
of the output being used in home manufacture and consumed by 
the Chinese. 


67789. B 
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VII.—THE PORK AND PORK PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 


P The following is extracted from Bradstreet’s for the 6th 
une :— 

The production of pork and the manufacture of pork products 
constitutes one of the largest as well as one of the most profitable 
industries of the United States. Though we consume annually 
more pork than any other country, yet we are the largest exporters, 
our products competing successfully with those of other countries 
in all foreign markets. The restrictions placed upon our pork 
products by France and Germany have been due not so much to 
their quality as to the fact that the producers in those countries 
could not compete in their own markets with the products of the 
United States. Statements which have from time to time been 
made by exporters, and an examination of the shipments, have 
established the truth of this statement. If our shipments have 
been inferior to the same products consumed, it has been because 
the demand has called for cheaper goods and the shippers have 
accommodated these demands. Where our exports have met 
home competition in foreign markets, the preference has been 
given them because of their superior value rather than as a matter 
of cost, the large import duties which they are subject to in most 
foreign markets having more than counterbalanced the difference 
in the cost of production. Furthermore, the large increase in the 
exports from year to year is a fair indication that our products 
are superior and not inferior to those of other countries. Our 
shipments for the five years ended 1890 have been as follows :— 


— Bacon. Hams. Pork. 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
1886 367,000,000 54,000,000 104,000,000 
1887 373,000,000 52,000,000 65,000,000 
1888 311,000,000 42,000,000 57,000,000 
1889 430,000,000 50,000,000 73,000,000 
1890 536,000,000 84,000,000 | 80,000,000 


Although the assertions made in Europe about our pork 
products might apply more justly to lard, as its adulteration has 
been practised to a large extent in the United States, and it has 
been easier for manufacturers to work it off in foreign than in 
domestic markets, yet these exports show an increase corresponding 
to those of bacon, hams, and pork. The shipments for 10 years 
were as follows: 1881, 313,000,000 Ibs. ; 1882, 233,000,000 lbs. ; 
1883, 280,000,000 Ibs.; 1884, 228,000,000 lbs.; 1885, 
297,900,000 Ibs. ; 1886, 331,000,000 Ibs. ; 1887, 300,000,000 lbs. ; 
1888, 270,000,000 lbs. ; 1889, 398,000,000 lbs.; 1890, 
521,000,000 Ibs. 

The returns received from pork packers show that the output in 
this country last year was greater than in any previous year. 
This was due to the large increase of hogs consequent upon the 
profits realised during 1888 and 1889, the freedom from disease, 
which has heretofore greatly reduced our output, and the failure 
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of the corn crop, which forced raisers of hogs to dispose of their 
products. The Cincinnati Price Current contains the following 
on the operations of the last packing year :—*“ At the beginniag 
“ of the summer season of 1890, on March Ist, the holdings of hog 
** products in the West were liberal but not excessive. The 
“ winter manufacture had been the largest for nine years. The 
“ offerings of products were free, but as the season advanced the 
“ marketing of hogs increased and became extraordinarily large, 
“and on November Ist the stocks of product in the West were 
“ remarkably large for that time in the year, being 180,000,000 
* Ibs. in excess of that for the same time in 1889. The gain 
“ in packing over the preceding summer season was 2,658,000 
“ hogs. The apparent domestic distribution was equivalent to the 
“ meat product of 6,850,000 hogs, the exports representing 
* 3,265,000 hogs. With the large marketing of hogs in the latter 
* portion of the summer season it was naturally argued that the 
“ increase for the winter months would not be especially great. 
“ But the packing returns show an increase of 1,509,000 in the 
“ number of hogs handled by western packers in comparison with 
“ 1889-90, the total, 8,137,000, being the largest on record for a 
“ winter season.” 

The following statement gives the number of hogs marketed in 
the United States for ten years ending March Ist: 1881-82, 
14,471,000 ; 1882-83, 13,126,000; 1883-84, 13,253,000 ; 1884— 
85, 14,727,000; 1885-86, 15,826,000; 1886-87, 16,958,000 ; 
1887-88, 16,390,000 ; 1888-89, 15,650,000 ; 1889-90, 18,906,000 ; 
1890-91, 23,966,000. 

The losses which raisers sustained last year, owing to the 
increased cost of grain and the decreased price of all pork products, 
has caused a reduction in the number of hogs this year which 
cannot but result ultimately in higher prices. The Price Current 
gives the per cent. of hogs in a number of States as compared 
with the stocks a year ago as follows: Ohio, 80; Indiana, 85; 
Tllinois, 80; Iowa, 90; Missouri, 85; Kansas, 65; Nebraska, 
70; Minnesota, 80; Wisconsin, 85; Michigan, 95; Kentucky, 
90, and Tennessee, 80. Upon this basis the marketing of hogs 
will fall below that of 1890 by 3,100,000, which will still leave a 
sufficient supply to show an increase over the production of 1889. 

The total consumption of pork products, exclusive of lard, in 
the United States last year is estimated at 3,653,000,000 lbs., 
which would make an average annual consumption per capita of 
about 58 lbs. It is stated that the domestic consumption of lard 
is about 540,000,000 lbs., or 8°6 lbs, per capita. But the con- 
sumption last year, though very large, fell much below the 
production both of meats and lard, so that the stocks now held in 
this country are unusually large, the amount on hand March Ist 
having been estimated at 619,000,000 lbs. of meat and 238,000 
tierces of lard. With this large supply upon the market it will 
require several months to re-establish the normal relation between 
supply and demand, and until this is secured values are not 
expected to be permanently advanced. 
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VIII—TRADE DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPECTS IN 
PERU. 


Bradstreet’, in its issue of the 13th June, hasan article dealing 
with trade development and prospects in Peru, more particularly 
as affecting the United States. The following statements are 
taken from the article in question :— 

The commercial progress of Peru during the past year has 
been more marked than that of any other South American 
country. Her financial condition has been rapidly improving. 
Rash speculation, which has almost ruined the Argentine 
Republic, and now threatens Brazil with a financial crisis, forms 
but a small element in Peruvian enterprises. At the close of her 
war with Chili she had a debt of 250,000,000 dols., her railroads 
had for the most part. been destroyed, and her agricultural and 
mining industries had been abandoned. This debt is gradually 
being paid off, nearly all her old mines are again being worked 
and new ones are being developed. Her output of agricultural 
products is about as Jarge as it was before the war. As Peru 
relies principally upon irrigation to develop her products, all the 
systems of canals which provide the agriculturists with their 
water have had to be rebuilt, as the Chilian army cut and destroyed 
them during the war. Lord Donoughmore says of the present 
condition of the Peruvian railroads that “ the damage done to the 
“* railroads in the Chili-Peruvian war has been almost entirely 
“ repaired, and many economies have been introduced into their 
“ management, so that the net earnings from all the corporation’s 
“ ines from July 1st to December 31st, 1890, amounted to 
* 73,516. This sum represents the net income after deducting 
“ the first half-year’s rental on the Central Railroad, and the 
“ cost of all current improvements.” 

The mineral deposits of Peru are very large, and their develop- 
ment awaits the extension of the railroads which are gradually 
being pushed into these rich fields. The salt mines to the north 
of Callao are said, by Minister Hicks, to be sufficient to supply 
half the world. Another deposit almost as large is situated at 
Lechura, in the north of Peru. Chili draws her salt supplies 
from the mines near Callao, while Ecuador and Colombia rely 
upon the deposits at Lechura. As there are no refineries in 
Peru the main supply of table salt is drawn from England. Peru 
contains some rich and extensive oil-fields, the most profitable of 
which are owned and operated by an American capitalist. In the 
neighbourhood of Chimbote the coal deposits are said to be very 
large and can be easily worked, as both anthracite and bituminous 

exist on the surface and in ridges above the surface. It is 
said that the entire subsoil of Peru presents an almost unbroken 
network of auriferous lodes. Gypsum is found in considerable 
quantities, but none ef the mines are now being worked. Two 
immense deposits of sulphur are found, one near Tumbez and the 
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other at Arequipa. A large part of this is almost pure, the 
analysis of many samples showing 99°8 per cent. of sulphur. 

The principal agricultural products of Peru are corn and 
potatoes, which are indigenous, coffee, sugar-cane, grapes, and 
cotton. Her exports of coffee are not large, aud but a very 
small amount, if any, is shipped to the United States. Peru is 
the only country of South America, outside of Brazil, which 
produces sugar for export, but none of it is consumed here. It 
is estimated that her output of sugar in 1890 was about 
60,000,000 Ibs. 

The trade between Peru and the United States is now small in 
comparison with the commerce which was carried on before the 
war with Chili. The balance is now largely in favour of the 
United States, the. imports into this country in 1890 being valued 
at only 351,695 dols., while our exports amounted to 1,418,561 
dols. In 1883 Peru shipped goods to the United States valued 
at 2,526,918 dols., while she imported but 487,360 dols. worth, 
Duties were collected in 1890 on only 25,842 dols. worth of 
imports from Peru, while the most of our exports were assessed 
high duties. The following yives the United States principal 
imports with their values in 1890, all of which were admitted 
free of duty :—Cocoa, 13,026 dols.; cotton, 50,390 dols.; goat 
skins, 218,397 dols.: hides, 20,122 dols.; india-rubber, 3,734 
dols.; drugs, &., 18,393 dols. 

The cotton produced in Peru is peculiar, and differs in many 
respects from that grown in the United States. Its fibre is 
strong, rough and long, and is used extensively in Europe in the 
manufacture ef wool, with which it mixes readily. The annual 
output is valued at about 3,000,000 dols. Although Peru exports 
from 4,000,000 dols. to 5,000,000 dols. worth of wool yearly, the 
United States Government reports do not show that any was 
entered at the ports of that country. As the country contains 
but two woollen factories the major part of her total production 
is exported. Peru was originally the sole source from which we 
secured our cinchona. In order to meet the demand and secure 
the large profits the trees were, for the most part, ruthlessly 
destroyed, so that the present output of the country is com- 
paratively small. Peru produces annually about 400,000 barrels 
of wine, valued at over 4,000,000 dols. 

United States exports to Peru last year were valued at 1,418,561 
dols. In 1889 they amounted to 773,244 dols. and in 1888 to 
865,160 dols. Our principal exports in 1890 with the ad valorem 
rate of duty collected upon them were as follows :—Agricultural 
implements, 16,150 dols., 5 per cent.; books, 23,865 dols., 10 per 
cent.; wheat, 77,225 dols.; chemicals, 35,510 dols., 40 per cent. ; 
cordage, 45,499 dols., 10 per cent.; coloured cloths, 20,596 dols., 
40 per cent.; uncoloured cloths, 39,929 dols., 40 per cent. ; oil, 
24,105 dols., 45 per cent.; lard, 285,190 dols., 40 per cent. ; 
furniture, 23,448 dols., 50 per cent. ; machinery, 196,358 dols. ; 
boards, 130,903 dols. 
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IX —TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 


REGULATIONS. 
Norway. 
Tariff Changes. 
Note—Krone = 100 Ore = 1s. 1$d. Kilog. = 2°204 Ibs. 
avoirdupois. Litre = 0°22 imperial gallon. 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th June last, 
encloses the following list of the principal alterations made in the 
Norwegian tariff during the present session of the Storthing, and 


which came into force on the lst July :— 


Tariff No. Articles. New Duty. | Old Duty. 
Kr. Gre.| Kr. Gre. 
38, 40, 41 | Other cotton goods :— 
14. (a.) Printed - Kilog. 1°10 |) 
(c.) Entirely of one colour or pe Oo 
bleached :— 
modified 
(a.) Bookbinders’ cloth - Free. 
(d.) Unbleached, including wicks - 
Obs.—As entirely of one colour, or 7 
bleached, shall be considered : Cloth Words in 
for labels and other not specially men- italics 
tioned tissues of one colour, even if the q added, and 
colour shall have been applied by “ applied 
printing or as an addition to the glue by rolling ”’ 
or starch with which the goods are omitted. 
dressed. J 
46-52 | Spirit of every kind :— 
When by admixture spirits shall be 
made unfit to be prepared for drink, 
or if the Customs Department shall 
be satisfied that the spirit is guaran- 
teed against use as a drink, they 
may charge a lower duty, viz. :— 
(a.) Spirits - - - | Litre 0°10 Free. 
(6.) Spirit varnish - - - | Kilog. 0°10 2°00 
76-79 | Vinegar and acetic acid :— 
(1.) In casks :-— 
(a.) Not over 10 per cent. of acid :-— 
Up to and including 31st saad 
ber 1891 - Kilog. 0°16 } 0°16 
From Ist January 1892 - - » 0°05 
(6.) Over 10 per cent. of acid :— 
Up to and including 31st ea 
ber1891 - - » 1°60 1°60 
From Ist January 1892 - - 
Tare under 1 (a) and () 16 per cent. 
(2.) In bottles or jars :— 
(a.) Under 10 per cent. of acid :— 
Up to and including 31st er 
ber 1891 - | Litre 0°17 } 0°17 
From Ist January 1892 - ~ » 0°10 
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Tariff No. Articles. New Duty. | Old Duty. 


Kr. Ore. Kr. Ore. 
(b.) Over 10 per cent. of acid :-— 
Up to and including 31st Decem- 


ber1891 - - - » 1°60 100 
From Ist January 1892 - - » 0°10 
260-263 | Linen, &c. 17. Other goods of the above- Obs.—An- 
named spun materials :— nulled and 
(a.) Printed (as similar goods of replaced as 
cotton) - ~ - - | Kilog. 1°10 | under (d). 
(d.) Unbleached = - - - » 0°07 | In the tariff 
Obs.—Tissues of one colour shall be of 1890, linen 
dutiable as “entirely of one colour,” '* |tissues mixed 
even if the colour shall have been applied with cotton 
by printing or as an addition to the were treated 
glue or starch with which the goods are as cotton 
dressed. goods, when 
mixed with 
wool as 
woollens, and 
with silk as 
357 Oils. I.:— silk goods. 
(c.) Castor oil (oleum recini)  - » 0°04 Free. 
358 Oils. I. :— 
(d.) Colouring for butter - - . » 0°04 Free. 


360 Oils. II. :— 

(a.) Camphine, paraffin, photogeni, 
wood oil, and similar illuminating 
oils, American mineral oil and 

petroleum - - - 0°05 0°10 

450 Stone, and manufactures of :— 

456 Sugar and syrup :— 

Sugar of every kind, including dissolved 
and other liquid sugar (and therefore 
also juice in which the sugar has 
been separated) which cannot be 
classified under ordinary syrup or 
molasses ; grape and starch sugar and 
grape and starch syrup - -  -| Kilog. 0°30 0°40 


Toe NETHERLANDS. 
Customs Convention with Great Britain. 


A convention between Her Majesty and the King of the 
Netherlands modifying the treaty of commerce and navigation of 
October 27th, 1837, as regards Customs regulations, was signed 
in London on the 15th August 1889, and has just been issued as 
a Parliamentary paper. Art. 1 of this new convention provides 
as follows :— 

Art. IV. of the Treaty of the 27th October 1837 is cancelled, 
and the following provision is substituted therefor. As regards 
the calculation of ad valorem duties, and all other questions of 
Customs regulations, Dutch goods imported into the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and British goods imported 
into the Netherlands, shall be treated respectively in the same 
manner as goods of the most favoured nation in these respects. 
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FRANCE. 


Customs Decisions. 

According to the Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce, 
the follewing decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the French Customs tariff have recently.been given by the French 
Customs authorities:— 

Watches of common metal.—Watches of common metal with 
hands of steel, gilded, must follow this régime, the gilding of the 
hands being considered as a worthless accessory. 


Cards, stamped, covered with a chromo-lithograph and ornamented 
with paintings—By analogy with what has been decided for 
cards of cardboard, embossed, surrounding a chromo-lithograph, 
it has been decided to apply the régime of “cardboard ” in sheets 
to the card pictures in question. 

Sheets of cardboard, perforated, imitating canvas, ornamented 
with a design and representations of natural leaves and flowers, 
covered with tracings, as if for the application of embroidery, on 
the obverse side being gummed a sheet of silk paper, follow the 
régime of “articles of cardboard decorated.” Similar articles 
embroidered with silk or silk waste, and of imitation gold, are 
classified as “embroideries of silk and silk-waste on tissues of 
cotton,” 450 francs per 100 kilos. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


Restriction of Navigation between two Countries. 

Information received from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 
shows that the French law of the 2nd of April 1889, providing 
that the navigation between France and Algeria shall only be 
carried on under the French flag, will come into force as regards 
the ships of all foreign nations on the 1st February 1892, the date 
on which the existing commercial treaties between France und 
Belgium and Spain will expire. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—Quintal = 220° 4]bs. avoirdupois. Franc = 9,64, 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities in the month of April last :— 

«Lx luxuria” (waxing for furniture).—Category 9. Duty, 
10 francs per quintal. This product when made with alcohol pays 
further a monopoly tax (finance de monopole) of 3°50 francs per 
quintal gross weight. 
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Bandages of every kind, with the exception of hernary 
bandages.—Category 11. Duty, 40 frs. per quintal. 

Acetone (spiritus pyroaceticus, spirits of pyroligneous vinegar). 
—Category 17. Duty, 1 fr. per quintal. 

Explosives of all kinds, such as melinite bombs, &c., loaded. — 
Category 20. Duty, 50 frs. per quintal. 

Lamp glasses, of common white glass, not polished, but with 
name of maker engraved.—Category 46. Duty, 8 fre. per 
quintal. 

Sunshade sticks, roughly prepared.—Category 62. Duty, 3 frs. 
per quintal. 

Manufactures of iron, bronzed.—Category 13la. Duty, 20 fre. 
per quintal. 

Alloys of aluminium, hammered, rolled, drawn, in bars, sheet, 
tubes, wire.—Category 137. Duty, 3 frs. per quintal. 

Sagrada wine (medicinal wine).—Category 256. Duty, 16 frs. 
per quintal. 

Paper-weights of all kinds, with the exception of those made 
of the precious metals, or into which the precious metals enter ; 
writing tablets of every kind, with the exception of slates.— 
Category 412. Duty, 25 frs. per quintal. 


Proposed Abolition of Free Port of Fiume. 


A despatch, dated the 3rd June, has been received from Sir A. 
Nicolson, Her Consul- General at Buda-Pesth, 
enclosing translation of a bill which has been laid before the 
House of Deputies for abolishing the free port of Fiume and for 
incorporating it with the general Customs territory of the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy. Paragraph 3 of the bill proposes some 
amendments in the General Customs tariff. The following is a 
copy of the translation in question :— 


1. The free port of Fiume will on July 1st, 1891, be incor- 
porated in the Austro-Hungarian Customs territory. From that day 
will come into vigour for the former free port all the laws and 
ordinances, referring to Customs frontier duties, which are in 
force in the other lands of the Hungarian Ciown. From July 
lst, 1891, dutiable goods will only be allowed free of duty into 
the territory of Fiume and its neighbouring districts for purposes 
of storage and finishing up at certain places to be specified in 
agreement with the Government of the kingdoms and lands 


represent:d in the Reichsrath (i.c., Austrian Government), and 
which will be regarded as localities isolated and free from Customs 
duties. The goods in question can, however, only be imported 
inte public and private warehouses which are undr official 
control and separated by Customs barriere. 

2. The Government is empowered, in agreement with the 
Governments of the kingdoms represented in the Reichsrath, to 
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modify in case of necessity the regulations affecting the duty-free 
storage and finishing-up of dutiable goods, mentioned in 1, 
and placed in warehouses situated under official control in the former 
free port of Fiume, as well as to amend the general Customs regula- 
tions affecting the Customs control of shipping and navigation. 

3. On July Ist, 1891, the following amendments are to be 
introduced into the General Customs tariff of the Austro- 
Hungarian Customs territory. 

(1.) In Tariff class II. (spices) the following alinea is to be 
added :— 

Alinea 21. Spices, for the manufacture of perfumed oils and 
essences, are, when imported by sea, and when furnished with 
permits and under measures of control laid down by ordinances, 
admitted free of duty. 

(2.) In Tariff class III. (tropical fruits) the alinea after 
Tariff No. 11 (lemons, oranges) is to be struck out, and in its 
place the following alinea is to be inserted: Of the tropical 
fruits (Tariff No. 11) imported over sea from the places of pro- 
duction to Fiume and Trieste, and discharged for the purpose of 
sorting, 30 per cent., in so far as they are not duty free by the 
treaties of commerce, can be imported duty free. 


After Tariff No. 14 (a) (almonds, &c.) the following alinea is to 
be added : Those are duty free which are intended for the manu- 
factures of almond oil to be established in the former free ports of 
Fiume and Trieste, when furnished with permits, and under the 
conditions and measures of control laid down by ordinances. 

(3.) In Tariff class VIII. (vegetables, fruits, plants, and por- 
tions of plants) the following alinea is to be added after Tariff 
No. 33 (not specially designated oil-seeds): Not specially desig- 
nated oil-seeds are, with the exception of rape (rape-seeds) and 
poppy-seeds, free of duty. (+) After Tariff No. 37 (not specially 
designated plants or portions of plants, dried or prepared, &c.) the 
following alinea is to be added: Those which are dried or broken 
up are, when imported by sea, duty free. 

(4.) In Tariff-class X. (animal products) Tariff No. 59 (sponges, 
100 kilos. duty 15 florins) is to be struck out, and in place thereof 
is to be inserted :-— 

(a.) Fine and rough sponges in natural state not worked up and 
not cleaned ; rough sponges cleaned, worked up, but not 
bleached, 100 kilos., 15 florins (= 200 lbs., 25s.). 

Note.—Fine and common sponges which are unsuitable for use 
unless worked up can, when they are brought in for the purpose 
of being worked up, be imported by sea free of duty under 
special permits and under the conditions laid down by ordinances. 

(b.) Other kinds of sponges, 100 kilos., 60 florins (= 200 lbs., 
100s.). 

(5.) In Tariff class XI. (chandlers’ wares) the note to Tariff 

No. 70 (palm and cocoa-nut oil) is to be struck out. 
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(6.) In Tariff class XII. (fat oils) the note to Tariff No, 72 is 
to be amended as follows :— 


Note——The sweet and ground-nut oil mentioned under Tariff 
No. 72, rendered under official control absolutely unsuitable for 
human use, if the Customs treatment takes place at the chief 
Customs office specially empowered thereto, 100 kilos., 80 kreutzer 
(= 200 lbs., 1s. 4d.). 

(7.) In Tariff class XX. (gums and resin) to be added under 
Tariff No. 118 (copal resin, Kopal Harz) following :— 


Note.—Free of duty when imported by sea. 


4, On July Ist, 1891, the Law XXXVI, 1868, which 
determined the Customs treatment of certain goods in regard to 
exemptions from duty, becomes abrogated, and in its place the 
following regulations come into force :— 

The goods comprised in Tariff class III. (tropical fruits), 
further those under Tariff No. 30 (nuts and hazel-nuts), as well 
as those articles under Tariff No. 34, anise, coriander, sweet 
cummin, cummin, clover seeds (black non-such), mustard seed 
(also ground mustard in casks), further those seeds not specially 
designated; the articles under Tariff No. 51 (fresh fish) and 
under Tariff class XII. (fat oils) ; and common soap under Tariff 
No. 342 (a.), in so far and so long as these goods, imported 
under treaty from most favoured nations, enjoy limited duty, 
alleviation or freedom from duty, can claim similar Customs 
treatment or maritime importation over Fiume and Trieste, and 
indeed without regard to their origin, or whether their importa- 
tion was direct into the Customs territory or after being bonded 
in the localities separate from the Customs territory. 

The Government is empowered, in agreement with the 
Government of the kingdoms and countries represented in the 
Reichsrath, in case of modifications of the Customs duties as laid 
down by treaties, to amend accordingly the list of the articles 
mentioned in the above alinea. The goods mentioned in that 
list are excluded from the advantages as stated above if they 
have their origin in countries whose products, on importation into 
the Austro-Hungarian Customs territory, according to Art. III. 
of the Customs Tariff Law contained in the Law XVI. of 1882, 
and submitted to a higher Customs duty than that inscribed in 
the general tariff. 

5. At latest on Ist August 1891, and if earlier, on a day 
to be fixed by ordinance, free traffic of all goods and in 
every direction from the territory of the former free port com- 
mences under the conditions governing the Customs territory, 
or under the special regulations reserved under para. 2 of this 
law. During the period from Ist July 1891 to the date to be 
fixed as above the traffic from the former free port to the Austro- 
Hungarian Customs territory will be allowed only under the 
following conditions :— 

(a.) With respect to articles subject to the consumption taxes :— 

(1.) With respect to (par. 1 of Law XXIII., 1888) home 
sugar of specified quality (beetroct sugar and cane sugar), 
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with the sole exception of syrup not suitable for human 
consumption, traffic will be allowed when the consump- 
tion tax of 11 florins (18s. 4d.) per every 100 kilos. 
of such sugar has been paid beforehand ; and when the 
export bounty allowed by par. 2 of the above cited 
law has been repaid. 

(2.) With regard to other sugar of home production when the 
consumption tax has been paid beforehand, viz., for 
every 100 kilos. of hard sugar, 3 florins (5s.) ; for every 
100 kilos. of moist sugar, 1 florin (1s. 8d.). 

(3.) With regard to such mineral oil as is refined at home 
whose density at 12° R. is not more than 880° (88°. 
density of pure water), traffic will be allowed if the 
consumption tax of 6 fl. 50 krs. (10s. 10d.) for every 
100 kilos. has been previously paid. 

(b.) Traffic will be permitted without any payment of duties 
for all those other goods whose home origin is proved beyond all 
doubt by certified commercial books, original bills, &. 

(c.) Aiso without any payments of duties for all those goods 
of foreign origin which are subject to no import duty, or which 
have already paid it, as is to be proved officially. 

6. (1.)—The dutiable articles of foreign origin which on 
July 1st, 1891, are in the territory of the free port of Fiume, and 
to be taxed on import into the Austro-Hungarian Customs 
territory according to the duties to be in force (including the 
amendments of the Custom tariff mentioned in para. 3 of this 
law). On the occasion of taxing the articles situated in the free 
port of Fiume at the end of June 1891, their origin from a most 
favoured nation will be considered as proved. The sugar stores 
of home production, as well as the stores of mineral oil refined 
at home, of at most 880° of density, are in case the conditions 
mentivned in par. 5 prevail, to be taxed according to the rate 
there fixed. 

(2.) Nevertheless everyone is at liberty to export abroad either 
in whole or in part, or to store in the specified warehouses in the 
localities indicated in para. 1 of this law, any article subject to 
duty, on proving that such articles have been exported or bonded. 
In case of such export or storage the articles are free from duty 
or taxes. 

In the case of articles being placed in private warehouses 
under official control, the payment of duties or taxes for such 
articles can be extended over a maximuin period of two years, 
and the duties or taxes are to be paid in instalments in proportion 
as the goods are given over to free circulation in the Customs 
territory, or are exported abroad or removed to a public 
warehouse. 

(3.) The financial administration reserves to itself the right of 
granting to thove parties who do not desire to bond their goods, and 
who would be inconvenienced by an immediate payment in full of 
the duties or taxes, a delay for payment,but which cannot extend 
over one year. 


i 
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7. The Government is empowered in agreement with the 
Government of the kingdoms and countries represented in the 
Reichsrath to lay down, by means of ordinance, regulations in 
regard to the post payment of taxes and duties mentioned in the 
previous paragraph, as well as in regard to the class and quantities 
of goods subject to such taxes and duties, and to the possible 
remission of such payment. 

8. (1.)—Each party guarantees the integrity and accuracy 
of the declaration which he has to hand in in view of para. 7 of 
this law, and of the ordinance to be issued by the Finance 
Administration. 

Any delay in the declaration or concealment of goods will be 
punished, as regards foreign untaxed goods, according to the 
law regulating illegal smuggling, and with respect to sugar and 
home refined mineral oil according to the excise laws. 

(2.) All stores of goods and all localities whether used or not 
for bonding goods, are to be shown when desired to the functionaries 
entrusted with the control. 

(3.) The proprietor of the goods is bound to afford every 
assistance in the examination of goods, and to place at the dis- 
posal of the authorities all the weights, measures, vessels and 
scales in his possession for ascertaining the volume or weight of 
any article. 

9. The present law comes into force on July Ist, 1891, and . 
the Minister for Commerce and the Minister for Finance are 
entrusted with its execution. 


TURKEY. 
The Importation of Mineral Waters. 

The Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce says that the 
Ottoman authorities have decided to have an examination made 
of mineral waters imported into ‘Turkey in bottles by the com- 

tent Customs officials before delivering them to the consignees. 

‘o the bottles examined a special label will be fastened on 
payment of a sum of 5 paras. 


Morocco, 
Revised Sanitary Dues at Tangiers. 


Mr. H. E. White, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tangiers, 
in a‘report to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th June, says that 
the Morocco Board of Health, finding that its revenue is not 
sufficient to maintain in a proper state of efficiency the boat and 
crew of its boarding officer, has decided to raise the sanitary fees 
to the following rates :— 

Vessels of 1 ton and not more than 20 tons, 2 reals vellon. 

Vessels of 21 tons and not more than 40 tons, 4 reals vellon. 


& 
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Vessels between 41 and 60 tons, 8 reals vellon, 

Vessels between 61 and 80 tons, 12 reals vellon. 

Vessels between 81 and 100 tons, 16 reals vellon. 

Vessels between 101 and 120 tons, 20 reals vellon. 
Vessels between 121 and 150 tons, 30 reals vellon. 
Vessels of 151 tons and upwards, 40 reals vellon. 

At the current rate of exchange 1/. equals 95 reals vellon. 


Export of Essences. 


Note.—The real = 24d. about (see above). Quintal = 220°4 Ibs. 
avoirdupois. 


Mr. H. E. White, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tangiers, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th May, transmits 
copy of circular letter, together with its enclosure addressed by 
the French Minister to the representatives of foreign powers at 
Tangiers, announcing that he had obtained from the Sultan 
permission for the distillation and exportation of the following 
essences on payment of the undermentioned duties :— 

Carraway essence, 100 reals per quintal; thyme essence, 
40 reals per quintal ; peppermint essence, 40 reals per quintal ; 
wormwood essence, 100 reals per quintal; arbutus essence, 
20 reals per quintal. 

Distillation can only take place in towns such as ports, to the 
exclusion cf the country districts. 

Merchants must confine themselves to the distillation of the 
five products mentioned above, to the exclusion of all others, 
Every other essence found in their possession will be treated as 
contraband goods, and confiscated. 


CHINA. 


Imposition of Surtaxes at Canton. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 13th June says that 
the Viceroy of Canton has imposed surtaxes on the different 
tissues of silk (pongees), of linen, wool, and cotton, as well as on 
opium, oil, petroleum, and matches of foreign origin. The duties 
are collected at Pakhoi, as well as at Shonei-Tong, Lei-Scheoufan, 
and Hojhow. 


PERSIA. 
Prohibition of Export of Grain from Fars, 


Mr. R. J. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Teheran, 
in a telegram to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th June, says 
that the exportation of grain from Fars and its ports is officially 
prohibited owing to locust ravages. 
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Unitep States. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of the 
United States, have recently been given by the Customs autho- 
rities in that country :— 

Three marble columns, one of green marble, designed as a 
pedestal for a marble bust which accompanies the importation, 
and two other marble columns unaccompanied by busts, are 
classified and assessed for duty under paragraph 125 of the new 
Tariff Act of the 1st October 1890, which reads as follows :— 
“ 125. Manufactures of marble not specially provided for in this 
Act, 50 per cent. ad valorem.” 

Tubes of wrought steel in straight pieces varying in length 
from 5 to 15 feet, and intended for use in the manufacture 
of bicycle wheels, are dutiable at 24 cents per pound under 
paragraph 157. 

Celluloid tags or labels to be used in designating the names of 
various plants are dutiable at 60 cents a pound and 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under the provision of paragraph 21, Act of October 
1890, for finished articles made of collodion. 

“Union damask,” a cloth manufactured from cotton and flax, 
the last-named substance constituting its component material of 
chief value, is dutiable as a manufacture of flax, 

Cotton cloth not less than 50 and not exceeding 100 threads 
to the square inch, valued at over 9 cents per square yard, in- 
tended for use in hospitals, is dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
and not free as philosophical and scientific apparatus. 

Chloral hydrate is dutiable under paragraph 74, N. T., as a 
“ medicinal preparation” of which alcohol is a component part, or 
in the preparation of which alcohol is used, not specially provided 
for in this Act. 

Mugs and plates and other like articles for table use, upon 

which there are coloured representations of animals, birds, flowers, 
and Bible pictures, with the letters of the alphabet, and sometimes 
called A, B,C mugs and plates, are dutiable as decorated earthen- 
ware. 
“D” flutes, with one, six, eight, 10, and 11 keys respectively, 
manufactured from wood and metal, the bodies being composed of 
box, cocoa,and grenadillo wood, and the lining, keys, and mountings 
of German silver, varying in size from No. 22 to 133, and 
invoiced at prices ranging from 24 to 315 marks per dozen, are 
dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 230, 

Screenings of bituminous coal are dutiable at 30 cents per 
ton of 2,240 lbs. 

Music boxes composed of wood and metal are dutiable at 
45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 215, Act of lst October 
1890. 
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Tomatoes are dutiable as vegetables and not as fruit. 

Sago flour is not dutiable as starch, but is free of duty. 

Prepared fish eggs, the roes having been dried, salted, smoked, 
and pressed into shape, are free of duty. 

Resorcine being a preparation of coal tar, not a colour or dye, 
and so commercially known, is specifically provided for in 
paragraph 19, N. T., and subject to duty at 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

“ Glaziers’ diamonds,” consisting of diamonds, sparks, or points, 
as they are variously designated, set in metal and mounted 
with stocks or handles of wood with metal ferrules, plain and 
keyed, and used by glaziers in cutting glass, are dutiable at 
45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 215, Act of 1st October 
1890. 

Badgers’ hair which has been cleaned, sorted and cut into 
uniform lengths ready to be manufactured into brushes is admitted 
free of duty. 

Catheters, being slender tubes of cotton coated with rubber, in 
which a wire is inserted, are dutiable at 45 per cent., under para- 
graph 215 and by virtue of section 5, Act of 1st October 1890. 

Fur yarn, which is made of rabbit’s fur or hair, is dutiable at 
35 per cent., under the provision of paragraph 461 for manufac- 
tures of fur. 

Textile fabrics, 34 ins. in width, composed in part of wool or 
worsted, valued at above 50 cents per pound, and weighing less 
than 4 ozs. per square yard, the warp being composed of 
cotton and silk in the proportion of about seven paris cotton and 
one part silk, the weft or filling being exclusively of wool or 
worsted and constituting the component material of chief value of 
the goods, are dutiable at 12 cents per square yard and 50 per 
cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 395, Act of 1st October 1890. 

Coaching watches are dutiable as watches at 25 per cent. ad 
valorem, under paragraph 211, 

Cork bark eut into thin triangular sheets and sword belts made 
of metal, thread, and leather, are dutiable as follows:—Cork at 
15 cents a pound, under the provision of paragraph 434 for 
“manufactured corks,’ and the belts at 45 per cent. as a 
manufacture of metal. 

Cast-iron floor plates, being ribbed iron castings, unquestionably 
for use in constructing the floors in manufacturing establishments, 
are dutiable at the rate of 1,2, cents per pound under paragraph 
161, Act of lst October 1890. 

Crocheted caps made of rabbit hair or fur yarn are dutiable 
at 35 per cent. under the provisions of paragraph 461 N. T., for 
manufactures of fur. 

Articles each made in the similitude of a leaf, the stem being 
of iron wire, the body of cotton cloth, coloured green, stamped 
and shaded to imitate the veins and tints of the natural leaf, and 
all coated with wax varnish, are dutiable at 50 per cent. ad 
valorem, under paragraph 443 N. T. 
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Patent ligature silk Nos. 1 to 12 inclusive, is dutiable at 
50 per cent. ad valorem uuder paragraph 412, Act of Ist October 
1890. 

Watch keys, composed of metal, are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 215, Act of 1st October 1890. 

Bicarbonate of es is dutiable as a chemical salt not specially 
provided for, under the Act of 1st October 1890, at 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 76 of said Act. 

Dumb jockeys composed of metal, leather, cotton, rubber, and 
whalebone, being devices to accustom an untrained horse to a 
bridle and saddle, are classified as a non-enumerated manufactured 
article of which metal is the component of chief value, and duty 
is accordingly assessed at 45 per cent. 


Continuance of Conferences of Local Appraisers. 


Notwithstanding the establishment of the Board of General 
Appraisers, the conferences of local appraisers, which it was thought 
would be done away with in consequence, are to be continued. 
Bradstreet’s for the 6th June says that this has recently been 
decided by the Secretary of the Treasury. In a circular just sent 
to the Customs officers and appraisers at the several ports the 
Secretary announces that conferences will be held during the 
fiscal year ending in June 1892, in the same manner and subject 
to the same regulations as prescribed in former circulars. The 
conferences are to take place at New York in July and October 
1891, and in January and April 1892. Where uniformity is so 
desirable as in the administration of the Customs laws these 
conferences seem calculated to be of great utility. 


MEXICco. 


Amendments in Commercial Code. 


The Monde Economique says that Mexico has just put in force 
a new commercial code, the following being the most important 
articles affecting foreign merchants trading with Mexico :— 

Every foreign commercial house desirous of conducting business 
in Mexico must have its companies’ contracts registered, and 
joint stock companies will be required, further, to publish monthly 
a statement of their affairs. The non-fulfilment of these regu- 
lations will entail the responsibility of the representatives of these 
companies in Mexico. 

The establishment of warehouses is permitted for storing as well 
as for the deposit, superintendence, and sale of the goods. Every 
depositor will receive a warrant, and this warrant may be given as 
security. The holder of the warrant is entitled to the goods, even 
in event of the depositor being declared bankrupt after giving up 
the warrant. 

The legal rate of discount is reduced from 12 to 6 per cent. 

The mortgage duty on real estate is abolished. 

67789. Cc 


34 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [July 1891. 


A petition for bankruptcy may be presented by a creditor and 
the holder of a protested bill, Hitherto action has been taken 
by three creditors, and when three protested bills were presented. 


BRAZIL. 


Port Regulations at Santos. 

A report, dated the 21st May, has been received from Mr. D, A. 
Beaver, British Acting Consul at Santos, forwarding copies of the 
regulations to be observed by captains navigating that Brazilian 
port. These regulations may be seen on application at the Board 
of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 

In a later report to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th May, 
Mr. Beaver encloses a statement with regard to general cargo ships 
calling at Santos, and also copies of the Sao Paulo railway pier 
regulations affecting same. These regulations may be seen on 
application at the Board of Trade. 

With regard to general cargo ships, Mr. Beaver says :— 

“ General cargo ships often come with charter parties reading 

to be discharged at the railway wharf.’ This clause is held by 
the consignees to mean, that the vessel must wait her turn at the 
railway wharf and accept no responsibility for the delay. 

“Now the masters of vessels naturally suppose that the 
consignee has a berth for them at the said railway wharf, and 
complain bitterly of the unfairness of the contract which is all one- 
sided, and which they claim to have been deluded into signing. 

“ They further state that they have nothing to gain, and it is of 
no advantage to them to unload cargo at the railway wharf, but 
evidently of importance to the receivers of cargo, otherwise the 
clause would not be put in the charter party. . 

“ Vessels have to wait months for a berth, and are at any time 
liable to be turned out to let in a steamer, and no redress can be 
obtained ; the management of the Exchange here having decided 
tiiat in their opinion a vessel having the clause ‘ to be delivered at 
the railway wharf’ in her charter party must wait until she can 
get a berth, no matter how long it may be before one is vacant. 

“Vessels and steamers now in port have in some cases been 
here fully three months, one steamer without unloading any cargo 
at all. 

“ IT have communicated with the traffic manager, and his reply is 
that the meaning of the clause 4 of the Pier Regulations is that a 
steamer need not go alongside at once on arrival, but can put her 
name down upon the list, and go alongside whenever it suits her. 

“ Vessels with coal, salt, and other cargoes which can employ 
the steam winches have preference over all other vessels; thus it 
will readily be perceived that the general cargo ships have a very 
poor chance of getting a berth within any reasonable time. 

“ This is no new complaint, but one of old standing, which has, 
I may say, this year reached a climax.” 


July 1891.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 35 


The Payment of Import Duties, 


Mr. C. F. Adam, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio 
de Janeiro, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th 
May last, with regard to the decision of the Brazilian Government 
to collect all import duties in gold, says :— 

** This measure is growing more and more unpopular, owing to 
the depreciation of the paper currency and to the increasing 
difficulty experienced by importers in obtaining the necessary 
sovereigns to enable them to clear their goods through the Custom 
house. Some time ago the Treasury advanced considerable sums 
in sterling to certain bankers in Rio de Janeiro, upon proper 
security, to enable them to meet the demands of the market. 

“ This measure appears, however, to have failed to effect its 
object, and on the 11th instant the Minister of Finance sent 
instructions to the President of the Banco dos Estados Unidos do 
Brazil, and to the inspector of the Rio de Janeiro Custom house 
to sell sovereigns solely for the purpose of paying import duties 
at the rate of one farthing below the official exchange of the 
previous day. 

“ Meanwhile, telegrams from Bahia have reported a meeting of 
merchants at that place on the 8th instant, at which it was decided 
not to withdraw goods from the Custom house after the 15th inst., 
with a view to inducing the Government to abolish the collection 
of duties in gold. 

« A telegram from Santos of the 9th instant reports a similar 
decision of the merchants at that port; and to-day a telegram 
from Para reports that the merchants there intend holding a 
general meeting on the 17th, to discuss the necessary measures for 
obtaining the repeal of the gold duties. 

“ Thus a species of general strike of importers would seem to be 
intended.” * 

In a further and later despatch, dated the 23rd May, Mr. Adam 
writes 

*“ T have the honour to transmit copy and translation of a 
further order sent to the inspector of the Custom house and to 
the ‘ Banco da Republica’ on the 20th instant, and published in 
the Official Gazette of the following day, which directs than 
sovereigns required for the payment of Customs duties shall be 
sold to importers, until further order, at the rate of 1s. 6d. per 
milreis (13 mil 333 reis to the sovereign). 

“ The current rate of exchange on the day when the above 
order was published was 1s. 4d. per milreis, or 15 milreis to the 
sovereign. 

“ A telegram from Bahia, dated yesterday, states that in con- 
sequence of the above decision, the merchants of that port have 
agreed to resume the clearance of goods at the Custom house, 
until the meeting of Congress, when they intend to present a 
petition for the repeal of the decree which established the 
payment of import duties in gold.” 


c 2 
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SALVADOR. 


Regulations affecting Consular Invoices, 


On the 16th April last the National Assembly of Salvador 
issued a decree, promulgated in the Journal Officiel of the 24th 
of the same month, re-establishing consular invoices for all 
consignments of goods with the Republic of Salvador as their 
destination. Invoices must indicate the marks and numbers on 
each package, their gross weight, the quantities and classes of the 
goods and their original value. This decree will come into 
operation on the 24th July for goods coming vid the Isthmus of 
Panama or the Pacific coasts, and on the 24th October for those 
taking the Strait of Magellan route. 


PERU. 


Tariff Changes. 


With reference to the notification on p. 541 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for May last, Mr. G. G. Wilson, Acting British 
Consul at Callac, ina report to the Foreign Office, dated the 
11th May, transmits copies and translation of a decree issued at 
Lima on the 4th May, annulling the decree of the 4th April last, 
which temporarily exempted the following articles from the 
payment of import duties :— 

Rice, dried peas, live sheep, dried meats, chestnuts, beans, 
chick peas, broad beans, eggs, garden stuff, vegetables, Indian 
corn, pot herbs, Lima beans, potatoes dried and fresh, dried fish, 
fish smoked or in pickle, cheese, guinun (a small seed used for 
cooking purposes), cattle, and wheat. 

The export duties on cattle, sheep, and flour are abolished. 


PARAGUAY. 


Prohibition of Arms and Munitions of War. 
According to the Journal Officiel a decree has been issued by 
the Paraguayan Government prohibiting the importation into the 
Republic of Paraguay cf arms and munitions of war. 
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X.—PORT CHARGES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
MEXICO, CENTRAL, AND SOUTH AMERICA. 


The following statement showing the port charges of the United 
States, Mexico, Central, and South America, is extracted from 
the February bulletin of the Handbook of the American 
Republics :— 


Argentine Republic—Wharfage of the Riochuelo from 4 to 5. 
cents per ton. Port dues of entry, 10 cents to 60 cents per ton 
only for entrance. Steamers pay one-half pilotage (compulsory) 
40 dols. to 130 dols., and 50 dols, to. 150 dols., according to 
distance, Lighthouse, 8 cents per ton. Captain of port, 20 dols. 
Health visit, 25 dols. Bill of health, 25 dols. Port dues, national 
or nationalised, 3 dols.; foreign, 4 dols. 


Brazil.—Port and Custom house regulations are very explicit 
and rigorously enforced, not only to prevent disorder and preserve 
health, but to check smuggling. Consular legalisation for vessels 
of 200 tons and under, 6°75 dols. The maximum charge is 15°75 
dols. Authenticating crew list and bill of health, 2°25 dols. 
Consular passport, 2°25 dols. 

No vessel is allowed to remain in port more than 15 working 
days unless for some good reason, when she is granted an exten- 
sion of 10 days, after which she must pay a fine of 200 milreis per 
ton. 

Anchorage, 25 cents per Brazilian ton, which is an increase of 
33 per cent. over an American ton. Vessels in free pratique only 
pay 20 reis per metrical ton. 

The general charges in the principal ports of the Republic are 
as follows :— 


Rio de Janeiro.—Light and anchorage dues are leviable only 
six times in any one year. Port dues: three-masted vessels, 
12,800 reis; two-masted vessels, 9,600. reis. Seal dues, 40 reis 
for each mast. Hospital dues: vessels of three masts, 600 reis ; 
vessels of two masts, 400 reis. Each man on board 400 reis. 
Visit of doctor, 8,200 reis. If vessel is sent into quarantine when 
it enters into free pratique, 8,200 reis. The official charges on a 
foreign vessel of 220 tons is about 210 milreis. 


Pernambuco.—Pilotage, compulsory, varies according to capacity 
of the vessel, from 11,000 to 34,000 reis, and 1,000 more for each 
additional 50 tons. Lighthouse dues, from 20,000 to 50,000 reis, 
according to tonnage of vessel. Fort pass, 6,000 reis. Hospital 
charges: vessels of three masts, 6,000 reis ; vessels of two masts, 
4,000 reis; each person of crew, 640 reis. Stamp dues: on 
outward freight to Brazilian ports, on each 1,000 milreis, 2 milreis ; 
from ports of Brazil, 4 milreis. Translation of manifest, first 
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three pages, 5 milreis; each additional page 3 milreis. Notarial 
signature, 5 milreis. Bill of health, 2 milreis. Wharfage: for 
each metre of vessel’s length, 400 reis per diem while vessel is 
loading ; when idle, 200 reis per diem. Mooring, compulsory. 
Mooring boats, 8 milreis, pay of crew, 4 milreis. 


Rio Grande do Sul,—The official charge of vessels of 245 tons, 
including pilotage, would be about 255,380 reis. 

Chili.—Crew list, 2 dols. Hospital, 10 cents per registered 
ton, payable but one time yearly; but if port is entered after 
December, 10 cents additional per ton. 


Colombia.—Tonnage, 1 dol.; pilotaye, 5 dols. to 10 dols. ; 
harbour dues, 6 dols. ; lighthouse, 5 cents per ton register for first 
100 tons, and 2} cents per ton additional. 

Vessels that come from other ports of the Republic only pay 
one-half. Mail steamers do not pay port dues. In Panama 
wharfage ranges from 75 cents to 3°75 dols. per ton according to 
tonnage of vessels. 


Costa Rica.—Foreign steamers are free of tonnage and only pay 
25 dols. for entering and clearing. Sail vessels pay 25 cents per 
ton register, and 10 dois. for entry and clearance. 

Ecuador.—W harfage, from 8 dols. to 10 dols. per day ; pilotage, 
from 2 dols. to 2°50 dols. per Spanish foot. Tonnage, 50 cents 
per ton. Anchorage, 10 dols. Lighthouse, 374 cents per ton. 
There is, in addition, captain of port, 4 dols.; permit of entry, 
6 dols. ; crew list, 1 dol.; bill of health, 8 dols.; harbour dues, 
4 dols. 


Guatemala.—Anchorage, 2 dols.; tonnage, 25 cents per ton. 


Haiti.—Tonnage, 1 dol. per ton, if there is a reciprocal treaty ; 
if not, 1:50 dols. Wharfage, 1 per cent. of total dues payable by 
vessels, Telegraph, 2 dols. to support the line. Pilotage varies. 
Health visit, 5 duls.; bill of health, 1 dol. Entry, 6 cents per 
ton. Loading vessels, 50 cents per ton. Anchorage, 25 dols., if 
leaving port within 24 hours, and from 200 to 300 dols. for 
privilege of going toa second port. Hire of coach, 2 dols. per 
day. Interpreter, 4 dols. 

Honduras.—Manifest, 2 dols. Tonnage, 25 cents per ton. 

Mexico.—Sailing vessels, 1 dol. per ton; steamers, no charge ; 
vessels loaded with coal, no charge. Lighthouse, sail vessels, 
25 dols. ; steamers, 100 dols. each entrance and 100 dols. each 
clearance ; vessels loaded with coal, 25 dols. 


Nicaragua.—Tonnage, 10 cents per ton; lighterage, 1 dol. per 
ton, pilotage, 3 dols. per foot draught. 

Paraguay.—Manifest of discharge of vessels coming from 
foreign ports, not exceeding 50 tons, 5 dols.; from 51 to 
100 tons, 10 dols.; from 101 to 200 tons, 20 dols.; entry and 
‘clearance for vessels of 200 tons, 25 dols.; and for each additional 
50 tons, 5 dols. Vessels navigating between ports of the Republic 
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pay one-half of the preceding charges. Bill of health, 2 dols.; 
legalisation of documents, 1 dol. There are no port, pilot, 
anchorage, and lighthouse charges. 


Peru.—W harfage, 12 cents per ton entry, and 75 cents per ton 
on all cargo discharged or embarked. Tonnage, 25 cents per ton 
every 6 months. Lighthouse, 1} cents per ton each time vessel 
enters. Hospital, 4 cents per ton register every six months. 


Salvador.—Entry, 5 dols. to 15 dols. Tonnage, 15 cents per 
ton. 


United States of America.—Tonnage, 3 to 6 cents, not to exceed 
15 cents in any one year. Entry fee: Vessels of 100 tons and 
upwards, 2°50 dols; vessels under 100 tons, 1°50 dols. Clearance, 
vessels of 100 tons and upwards, 2°50 dols.; vessels under 
100 tons, 1°50 dols. Bill of health, 20 cents. 


Uruguay.—-Tonnage, 10 cents per ton ; vessels coming regularly, 
4 cents per ton. Pilotage, conventional but compulsory, varies 
from 50 to 100 dols.; vessels from Buenos Ayres must carry 
pilot to Port Indijo, the price varies according to draught, from 
6 to 9 dols. Anchorage: Tonnage from beyond seas, foreign 
vessels, 30 cents; national vessels, 20 cents. Pratique, foreign 
vessels, 8 dols.; national vessels, 2 dols. Lighthouse, 4 cents per 
ton on every vessel from or to places outside the capes. Hospital, 
2 dols. for vessel, 40 cents for captain, 20 cents for each seaman, 
and 1 dol. for each passenger. 


Paysandu.—Pilotage from Monte Video, 60 to 100 dols. Light 
dues, 154 cents per ton. Custom house charge varies from 24 to 
60 dols.; notarial, 4.80 dols. ; bill of health, 4 dols.; stamps, 4 to 
5 dols. A foreign vessel will probably pay 70 to 80 dols. 


Venezuela.—Tonnage, 50 cents per ton, payable on entry and 
on clearance. Pilotage, 4 dols. per draught foot entry and on 
clearance. Lighthouse, 6 cents per ton. Wharfage 4 to 40 dols. 
These charges vary according to port. There are other charges, 
such as measuring, interpreter, doctor’s visit, bill of health, sea 


pass, &c. 
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XL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


PROTECTION OF RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN TRADE AND Factory 
MARKS. 


Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 26th June, 
transmits a translation of a declaration as — in the Official 
Messenger of the 13th (25th) June, which was signed at St. 
Petersburg on the 27th April (9th May) last by the Russian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Count Costa, Chargé d’A ffaires for 
Italy, for the protection of Russian and Italian trade and factory 
marks, 

By this agreement Russian subjects in Italy and Italian subjects 
in Russia are, in everything relating to rights of property in 
factory and trade marks, to enjoy the same protection as natives, 
under the condition of observing the formalities indicated on this 
subject by the laws of the two countries. 

The agreement is to come into force immediately on its publica- 
tion in both countries, and can be terminated on a six months’ 
notice given by either of the contracting parties. 


Tue Import TraDE OF SWEDEN AND Norway. 


Writing to the Foreign Office under date of the 11th June 
with regard to the decline of the Swedish and Norwegian import 
trade, Sir F. R. Plunkett, His Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, 
says :— 

e The Customs returns for the last month show that the falling- 
off in imports still continues. 

“The returns for May as compared with those for the corre- 
sponding month of last year show :—Customs dues, May 1890, 
261,073/.; May 1891, 210,481/.; diminution, 50,592/. Light- 
house and buoy dues, May 1890, 11,313/.; May 1891, 11,6361. ; 
increase, 3231.” 


THe LuLea Oroten Raiiway. 


With reference to the notification on p. 287 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for March, Sir Ff. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Stockholm, respecting the transfer of the Lulea Ofoten 
railway to the Swedish Government, says :— 

“ Herr Annerstedt left again for London on the 7th instant to 
assist the Swedish-Norwegian legation in completing the transfer 
of the Lulea Ofoten railway to the Swedish Government. 

“ Herr Annerstedt, who is one of the highest legal authorities in 
Stockholm, has already visited London some time ago in con- 
nexion with this matter, and the object of his present visit is to 
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convince himself that the Receiver has the right to sell the lines to 
the Swedish Government free from all obligations of any kind. 

“ The Swedish Government, I understand, will not take delivery 
of the line until they are eatisfied on this point.” 


Frencu Suear 


Sir J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris, 
in a despatch dated the 14th June last, forwarled to the Foreign 
Office by the Earl of Lytton, says that the Chamber of Deputies 
on the previous day discussed the amended sugar law, and decided 
to again add clause 5, which the Senate had struck out. ‘The law 
now again stands so that the right of option between the systems 
of a fixed yield and an allowance for waste of 15 per cent. shall 
apply to the season 1890-91. 


LAW AFFECTING Goups TRAFFIC ON Frencw Raitways. 


A communication, dated the 16th June, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing copies of a Bill recently laid before 
the French Chamber of Deputies respecting the transport of 
merchandise by rail in France. The main provisions of this Bill 
appe.r to be as follows :— 

(a.) That all rates and charges and changes therein shall be 
subject to the approval of the Minister for Public Works. 

(6.) That rates lowered must not be raised again for 12 months. 

(c.) No advantage is to be given to one consignor over another 
using the same line without consent of the Minister. 

(d.) Book of conveyance rates and other charges to be open 
for public inspection. 

(e.) All undue preference forbidden (this is not applicable to 
Government contracts). 

(f.) Every consignor to be assumed to demand the route with 
the lowest rate. 

(g.) Company to be liable for loss, damage, or delay unless 
from causes beyond control or from default of consignor or 
consignee. 

(A.) Any reduction in rate between two points to apply to all 
similar traffic over any portion of such route. (This does not 
apply to rates on goods in transport or for importation.) 

(«.) Preferential rates for goods imported forbidden. 


Tur Foreign TRADE OF THE Canary IsLanps. 
Captain S. H. Harford, Her Majesty’s Consul at Teneriffe, 
in a report to the Foreign Office dated the 29th May, forwards 
returns of ‘the exports and imports at the Canary Islands for the 
year 1890. 
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From these returns it appears that the total value of the exports 
from the Canary Islands in 1890 was 319,576/., against 302,175/. 
for 1889. The chief countries represented in this trade were :-— 
England and colonies, 114,620/.; Spain, 76,494/.; France, 26,3772. ; 
Germany, 15,3671.; other countries, 86,718/. The principal 
articles of exports together with their values were :—Cochineal, 
1,143,214 value 60,940l.; tobacco, 508,632 lbs. value 
30,0637 ; wine and spirits, 141,599 gallons, value 33,615/.; garden 
produce and other goods, value 194,958. 

The total value of the imports in 1890 was 591,137/., and in 
1889, 517,918/. The shares of the different countries importing 
were as follows: — England and colonies, 315,259/.; Spain, 
39,465/.; France, 70,1331; Germany, 85,954/.; other countries, 
80,326. Coals were imported into Teneriffe in 1890 to the 
extent of 107,500 tons, value 112,875. 


ADHESION OF SPAIN TO Swiss PHYLLOXERA CONVENTION, 


Mr. C. 8. Scott, Her Majesty’s Minister at Berne, in a despatch 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th June, intimates that according 
to an official announcement published in the Feuille Fédéralé 
Suisse, the Government of Spain has declared its adhesion to the 
phylloxera convention of the 3rd November 1881. 


IRRIGATION IN SOUTHERN ITALY. 


Mr. S. G. Cocoto, Her Majesty’s Consul at Brindisi, in his last 
annual report to the Foreign Office, has the following with regard 
to irrigation in Southern Italy : 

The whole of the ancient Apuglia, now known as the provinces 
of Foggia, Bari, and Lecce, are poorly provided with water ; 
they have no rivers, and are dependent on wells and cisterns for 
water both for ordinary use and drinking purposes. 

Since the recognition of the highly-beneficial results to the 
public health of Naples, consequent on the introduction of the 
Serino water, the inhabitants of these provinces have been most 
desirous to obtain an aqueduct to bring water, not only for 
domestic use, but also fer purposes of irrigation. 

About six years ago a Neapolitan engineer, Signor Francesco 
Zampari, worked out a plan to bring water from the eastern 
watershed of the branch of the Apennines, which now supplies 
Naples and district so efficiently and abundantly. 

The water would be taken in the neighbourhood of the ancient 
city of Melfi—the city which lost many thousand inhabitants 
in the year 1832 by a terrible earthquake—and the aqueducts 
would be so arranged as to thoroughly irrigate the whole of the 
“Tavoliere” of the Puglie—till a few years back an enormous 
cornfield, now a continuous vineyard—and after supplying the 
principal towns, such as Foggia, Barletta, Molfetta, Bisceglie, 
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Bari, and Monopoli, it would in this province water Taranto, 
Ostuni, Brindisi, Lecce, Maglie,: and Otranto, and the towns 
lying to the westward of this line, irrigating the country where 
necessary. 
<The enterprise is of so gigantic a character, considering that 
not many of the cities which it will touch have 50,000 inhabitants, 
that I have deemed it right to refer to the matter in some detail. 
The Italian Government will not assume the construction of 
the work, but will assist the provinces interested in it in carrying 
the project into effect. At the present moment the projectors of 
the work are endeavouring to form a syndicate to commence the 
preliminary operations with a view to a law on the subject being 
laid before Parliament.—(No. 907, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


TENDERS FOR BULGARIAN SILVER COINAGE. 

Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Agent at Sofia has sent to the Foreign 
Office a notice extracted from the paper La Bulgaric, inviting 
tenders for the coinage of eight millions of francs worth of new 
silver coins for the Bulgarian Government. The notice and 
conditions of tender can be seen in the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office between the hours of 12 and 5. 


Pusiic Works 1n Asiatic TURKEY. 


Writing with regard to public works in Asiatic Turkey, 
Mr. H. Trotter, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Beyrouth, in his 
last annual report to the Foreign Office has the following :— 

The public works which are urgently needed for the opening 
up of the country still hang fire. I understand that the Acra- 
Damascus Railway Company has not yet been formed, and there 
are rumours that the project is about to be abandoned. These 
rumours, however, may, and very likely do, derive their origin 
from persons interested in promoting the rival concession from 
Beyrouth to Damascus. Should this latter concession be obtained 
from the Sublime Porte it would be interesting to see whether 
the capital would be raised, for it is difficult to imagine that there 
are many persons reckless enough to subscribe to such an under- 
taking, the cost of which would be so large as to entail almost 
prohibitory rates if interest is to be paid. 

The port works at Beyrouth proceed very slowiy. The heavy 
winter rains washed away the main portion of the railway which 
was made by the contractors for the carriage of material, and 
caused heavy loss. At the present rate of progress the port could 
not be finished for at least five years. 

The project of a railway from Tripoli has fallen into abeyance. 

The roads have been much neglected during the past two years, 
and with the exception of that from Beyrouth to Damascus, which 
is always excellently well kept up, are mostly in bad condition. 
The carriage road trom Caiffa to Nazareth and Tiberias has falien 
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into utter disrepair, and is now impracticable for carriages. The 
road from Beyrouth to Tripoli is being slowly pusbed on by the 
Lebanon Government.—{( No. 908, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


TENDERS FOR THE BANGKOK-KoORAT RaAILWay. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the daily papers 
on the 27th May, respecting tenders for the Bangkok and Korat 
railway, notice is given that Her Majesty’s Minister at Bangkok 
has sent home a further document containing the special condition 
for laying the permanent way of the Siamese State railways. 
This paper may be seen on personal application to the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office, between the hours of 12 and 5. 


Lasour LEGISLATION IN New York Stare. 


Mr. W. L. Booker, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at New 
York, in his last annual report to the Foreign Office, with regard 
to labour in New York State, says :— 

In 1890 the Legislature of New York State passed an Act 
for the weekly payment of wages by corporations, making it 
imperative on every manufacturing, mining or quarrying, lumber- 
ing, mercantile, railroad, surface, street electric and elevated 
railway (except steam surface railroads), steamboat, telegraph, 
telephone, and municipal corporations, and every incorporated 
express company and water company, to pay weekly each and 
every employé engaged in its business, the wages earned by said 
employé to within six days of the date of such payment. A 
violation of the Act subjects the corporation to a penalty not 
exceeding 50 dols. and not less than 10 dols. for each violation. 
An Act of 1886 in regard to the employment of women and 
children in manufacturing establishments was amended to read 
as follows :— 

“No person under 18 years of age, and no woman under 21 
years of age, employed in any manufacturing establishment, 
shall work therein more than 60 hours in any one week, nor 
more than 10 hcurs in apy one day, unless for the purpose of 
making a shorter work-day on the last day of the week, nor 
more hours in any one week than will make an average of 10 
hours per day for the whole number of days in which such 
person, or such woman, shall so work during such week; and in 
no case shall any person under 18 years of age, or any woman 
under 21 years of age, work in any such establishment after 
nine o'clock in the evening, or before six o’clock in the morning 
of any day. ; 

* «Every person, firm, or corporation employing any person 
under 18 years of age, or any woman under 21 years of age, in 
any manufacturing establishment, shall post, and keep posted, in 
a conspicuous place in every room where such help is employed, a 
printed notice stating the number of hours per day for each day 
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of the week required of such persons, and in every room where 
children under 16 years of age are employed, a list of their names 
with their ages respectively. 

“The words ‘ manufacturing establishment,’ wherever used in 
the Act, shall be construed to mean any place where goods or 
products are manufactured, repaired, cleaned, or sorted, in whole, 
or in part; but no other person or corporation employing less 
than five persons or children, excepting in any of the cities of 
the State, shall be deemed a manufucturing establishment within 
the meaning of this Act.”—(No, 911, Foreign Office Annual 


Series.) 


Tue PorpunaTION oF New York CIry. 


Mr. W. L. Booker, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at New 
York, says that the census of 1890 shows an increase in the 
population of New York city of 25°46 per cent. in 1890 over 
that of 1880, augmenting it from 1,206,299 to 1,515,301, and 
accession would have been much greater were there facilities of 
rapid transit to the northern part of Manhattan Island and the 
annexed district beyond the Haarlem River. The want of speedy 
communication with this vast tract of land, only very partially 
built on, is now attracting the attention of the city authorities, 
and various schemes have been devised to this end, either by an 
extension of the elevated railroad system, or by an underground 
railroad. This portion of the city is from 7 miles to 12 miles 
from the commercial part, and many engaged in business in New 
York have been driven to find homes in outlying towns. Thus 
Brooklyn has increased its population nearly 42 per cent.—from 
566,663 in 1880 to 804,377 in 1890; Jersey city nearly 36 per 
cent.—from 120,722 in 1880 to 163,997 in 1890; and many 
smaller towns have increased in a like proportion.—(WNo. 911, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Errect or McKiniey Tarirr oN AMERICAN INDUSTRIES. 

Writing with regard to the cotton, wool, and silk industries of 
the United States, Mr. W. L. Booker, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at New York, in his annual report for 1890, has the 
following :— 

Influenced by the new and higher duties afforded for the benefit 
of American manufacturing interests, new life has been imparted 
to the cotton, worsted, woollen, and knit-underwear industry. 
Everywhere, especially in the Southern States, new textile mills 
have been going up with surprising activity, and all the old cor- 
porations have been operated on full time. There have been very 
few strikes among mill operatives during the year, with one or 
two exceptions, and those were not caused by reduced rates of 
wages, or hours of labour, but merely through discipline of the 
workers. As a rule, all the cotton mills have had a year of 
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unusual activity. The production has been of larger volume than 
in any previous year, and the goods have found a ready sale 
generally, but at comparatively low prices, considering the high 
prices which prevailed during the first six months of the year for 
cotton. Market prices, except in a few cases, did not vary with 
the price of cotton. Opening generally at low rates, cotton 
goods have been steady, the home and export demand being 
sufficient to absorb the supply of all standard and staple makers 
of brown, bleached, and coloured goods, if we except printing 
cloths and calicoes. The request for both the latter has been 
somewhat limited, and the mills at Fall River engaged in the 
production of print cloths will find it difficult to declare any 
dividends this year unless they draw from their sinking funds. 
The price of printing cloths was never so low, viz., 2 dols. 94 ¢. 
(12s. 2d.) net for 64 picks square, 7 yards to the lb., and some 
makes of 56 by 60 picks have been closed out as low as 3} c. 
net, the lowest price ever recorded. The depression in calicoes 
is in a measure owing to fashion changes, the trade having turned 
largely to ginghams in Scotch styles, for which the demand has 
been unprecedented, and at fairly profitable figures. As a whole, 
however, the outlook for the cotton industry is exceeding favour- 
able. There are no large supplies of any make of goods in stock, 
and prices generally are established on a paying basis. 

The worsted goods industry has been marked by fresh life, 
since the new tariff has to a great extent cut off the importation 
of the lowest grades of such goods. All the old factories have 
started up, and are making goods on safe orders; and new mills 
are being erected by European and British capitalists with a view 
to manufacturing a finer class of dress goods, &c., than ever before 
has been produced in this country. The woollen goods industry, 
apart from ladies’ cloths, does not show any perceptible signs of 
improvement, but keeps on a slow, steady gait, apart from 
carpetings and woollen underwear. Both of the latter industries 
have been unusually busy during the last six months at fairly 
profitable prices. 

The silk industry has been more or less depressed. Some of 
the causes leading to this included the fact that fashion changed 
largely to woollen dress fabrics ; another was the large importa- 
tions made in anticipation of the tariff changes, and also the high 
price of the raw material. Many of the silk factories have turned 
from the manufacture of dress fabrics to other lines ; and the silk 
industry has nut shown any improvement during the year. But 
few new plants have been started, and the outlook for the coming 
year in this line is not cheerful.—(Wo. 911, Foreign Office Annual 
Series.) 


RaILWAYs 1N SAN FRANCISCO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Port Townsend says :— 
Nothing, possibly, has tended to advance the development of 
the country so much as railways. No other agency has been 
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so powerful in adding to the population, in opening up new 
country, and in developing a market for surplus product. Until 
_ there were railways the greater part of the north-west was a 
region of remote and scattered settlements, with poor means of 
communication, the simplest ways of living, and without many of 
the better influences of modern civilisation. In this country of 
great rivers steamboats were only used to move the products 
of river lands, and the population was naturally confined almost 
exclusively to lands on the navigable rivers and waters. The 
fertile soil a few miles back was, to all practical purposes, a 
barren waste. The marvellous growth of trees spread over the 
entire region west of the Cascade range was the only part of the 
great wealth of the country that was at all available, and there- 
fore lumbering, as it is called, was the earliest manufacturing 
industry. It has been necessary in later years, however, to 
penetrate these vast forests with logging roads—roads made 
through the forests to bring out the trees or logs—either by 
horses, oxen, or steam power, in order to procure the best timber ; 
and therefore railrouds have performed no small part in the 
growth and maintenance of this now important industry. 
Railways have brought here nine-tenths of the new population ; 
it is expected that railways will be the chief factor in securing 
and transporting the immigration of the future. There are now 
three trans-continental lines within the State—the Great Northern, 
the Union Pacific, and the Northern Pacific, the latter controlling 
the largest number of branches or feeders; over 372 miles were 
constructed during the year, in the aggregate costing about 
1,400,000. ; 451 miles of road were graded and levelled, but no 
rails laid, costing about 850,000/.; in machine shops and new 
surveys there was expended about 165,000/., and over 951 miles 
of road are under construction. The total mileage of railways in 
this State is over 2,080. The construction of railways in Wash- 
ington has involved a vast expenditure during the year, and has 
contributed in no small degree to the general prosperity of the 
State. Many thousands of men have been given steady work at 
good wages, and the effect has been felt in every branch of 
business.—(Vo. 906, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


TimBerR TRADE OF SAN FRANCISCO. 


Writing upon the subject of the timber industry of San 
Francisco, the British Vice-Consul at Port Townsend gays :— 

The timber industry was, until lately, confined to the coast line, 
where transportation was easy, but as railways are built the inland 
forests are being reached. It still forms the chief staple of trade. 
As far as can be obtained from information, 1,222,830,042 feet of 
timber were cut during the past year, making an increase of over 
156,147,000 feet for the year preceding; the Puget saw mills 
contributing by far the largest proportion, two new saw mills 
being built during the year, and another under construction. The 
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large amount of building done all over the State during the year, 
and the new railways requiring a very large quantity in their 
construction, made the domestic demand about the same as last . 
year. Large quantities still continue to be sent by railway to the 
middle and eastern States. The foreign demand and distribution 
was about the same as last year. The shipments to the United 
Kingdom and Continent of Europe are increasing slowly in 
the number of cargoes, new markets being found, principally in 
Belgium, Spain, and ‘iermany. A large and steady trade has 
now sprung up with the interior of the continent of Australia, 
where the timber is used in railroad construction. 

The supply of tonnage was not equal to the demand, which 
made the foreign trade suffer ; vessels, however, owned by several 
of the mill companies on Puget Sound, were sent abroad with 
cargoes principally to the Australian colonies, who are the largest 
foreign customers, and it is quite possible that they will be kept 
in the foreign trade. Puget Sound fir still maintains its reputa- 
tion, that no timber in the world equals it for the construction of 
bridges, warehouses, and all structures which are required to 
sustain great weight and strain, and it is unsurpassed for making 
ships’ decks and spars. Proof of the value of fir for structural 
purposes may be found ina series of tests made by the United 
States Government, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and published in the reports of the Superintendent of 
Census on the tenth census of the United States, made September 
1, 1884, but space will not admit of my presenting them. The 
ruling price throughout the year was 2/. per 1,000 feet for rough 
timber, dressed and clear timber ranged from 2/. 11s. to 32. 10s., 
making the year’s product considerably over 3,000,0007. 

In this country houses are roofed with what are known as 
shingles, very similar in size and shape to the slate used in 
England, but wade out of cedar wood; the trees being very 
abundant almost all over the western part of this State, and easily 
accessible. No branch of manufacture has grown so fast lately 
as the production of cedar shingles; a good shaved, that is hand- 
made, shingle made of Washington cedar will last a very long 
time, practically, with proper attention, never wearing out. These 
are principally shipped to the Sandwich Islands; the other kind 
are sawn shingles, made in a mill ; they find a ready sale both at 
home and abroad, the eastern States taking large quantities, where 
the architectural style of dwelling-houses has brought them into 
prominence. Hand-made shingles fetch a little better price than 
the sawn ones, which are worth about 8s. a 1,600.—(No. 906, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


MINING IN OREGON. 


Mr. D. Donohoe, Her Majesty’s Consul at San Francisco, in his 
annual report to the Foreign Office, forwards the following 
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particulars of mining in Oregon supplied by Mr. Vice-Consul 
Laidlaw :— 

The gold product of Oregon in 1889 was 58,050 ozs., value 
240,000/., and silver 30,000 ozs., value 7,757/. In the past year 
it must have been much larger, as many small mines are worked 
in Southern Oregon, and in the Blue Mountain district of Eastern 
Oregon, the aggregate product of which must be considerable. 
New mines in the Ceeur D’Alene district of Northern Idaho have 
been opened during the year, and this promises to be the great 
silver and lead producing district of the United States, or perhaps 
in the world. Concentrates average about 60 per cent. of lead, 
and 30 dols. in silver per ton. The principal producing mines are 
the Bunker Hill and Sullivan, Stemwinder, Tyler, Sierra 
Nevada, Emma, and Last Chance, near Wardner, all in an area of 
about two miles long by less than one mile wide. They produce 
about 45,000 tons of concentrates per annum, averaging about 
32 ozs. of silver, and 65 per cent. in lead, or about 60 dols. per ton. 
On Canyon and Nine Mile creeks are the Granite, Tiger, 
Poorman, Gem, San Francisco, Biack Bear, California, and also 
the Sunset Peak mines, and other mines near Wallace, producing 
about 60,000 tons per annurn of similar ore. Near Mullen are 
the Morning, Evening, Hunter, Yoland, and others, producing 
about 100 tons of ore per day. 

The principal gold mines of Northern Idaho are on Pritchard 
creek, The Mother Lode produces gold ore worth 80 dols. per 
ton, the Idaho produces free gold ore worth 24 dols. per ton, and 
the Treasure Box Company took out in six weeks 60,000 dols. in 
gold, using an arrastra. There are many other promising loca- 
tions on the same lode. 

In Eastern Oregon there are many small mines, but the best 
opened out are the Cracker creek and Connor creek mines, 
which have been worked for some years. Some of these mines 
are worked by British capital. 

Copper is found in Baker and Josephine counties, but the 
deposits are not worked. Chrome ore is found in Southern 
Oregon, and nickel in Douglas, Josephine, and Jackson counties. 
Manganese has been found in quantity in Columbia county. 
There are coal-fields in Coos, Columbia, Clatsop, and Washington 
counties, but none of the deposits have been worked, except 
those of Coos bay, which have been worked for years and yield 
a very superior quality of coal. 

About five miles north of this port, at Oswego, large deposits 
of brown hematite are found, the thickness of the vein varying 
from 6 ft. to 15 ft. These mines have been worked for some 
years by the Oregon Iron and Steel Company. The ore analyses 
are as under :—Metallic iron, 44°71 per cent.; phosphorus, 0°666 
per cent. ; phosphorus in 100 parts iron, 1490 per cent. There 
are other deposits of similar ore in other portions of the State, but 
they are not worked.—(Wo. 906, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 
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British To BraZtIt. 


Mr. E, Kanthack, Her Majesty’s Consul at Para, in a report 
dated the 9th May, forwarded to the Foreign Office by Mr. F. 
Adam, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Kio de Janeiro, has 
the following with regard to the equatorial States of Brazil as a 
field for British emigration :— 

The equatorial States of Brazil, viz. Para and Amazonas, are 
entirely unsuited to British immigration on account of climate, 
mode of life, pursuits, and many minor causes. The prospect of 
an agricultural or industrial development for these States is 
extremely doubtful, as the condition of the soil, of trade and 
commerce, and the temperament of the people is against it, the 
all-absorbing occupation in these districts being the extraction of 
india-rubber, which is mostly carried on in swampy regions b 
natives and Indians, and great numbers even of these well- 
acclimatised people succumb through disease and exposure. 

No free passages are given to emigrants coming direct to the 
North Brazil States of Para and Amazonas, although some 
immigrants were forwarded free from the southern ports and 
were here lodged and taken care of for some time by the 
authorities; but as these immigrants found nothing to do here 
to suit either their tastes or abilities, the authorities now decline 
to receive any more, and do not know what to do and how to 
get rid of those who have been imprudent enough to come here. 
A few German and English have come here from time to time, 
some of them able and hard-working men, who after trying in 
vain to earn a living have left the district in distress, aided in 
most cases by individual! charity. 

To sum up the foregoing, I am decidedly of opinion that to 
induce or encourage British emigrants to come to this region 
would be an act of cruelty. 


STRIKE AT SANTOs. 


A despatch, dated the 23rd May, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. C. F. Adam, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, reporting on strikes which have been 
agitating the Brazilian port of Santos. Mr. Adam says :— 

“ The trade of the important port of Santos has been completely 
paralysed during the past week, in consequence ofa strike among 
the coffee carriers and stevedores, which at one time threatened to 
extend to all the labourers in that city, and has been attended 
with some rioting besides causing great inconvenience and con- 
siderable pecuniary loss to coffee shippers and steamship owners. 

“ The strike originated on the 14th instant, owing to the demand 
of the coffee carriers for 160 reis per bag, for conveying the coffee 
from the cart to the ship’s deck, and that of the stevedores for a 
like amount for each bag stowed in the hold. These demands 
involved an increase of 100 per cent. upon the existing rate of 
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wages, and were rejected by the employers after a meeting at the 
Exchange. 

‘«‘ The local police force being wholly insufficient, reinforcements 
were asked for from Sad Paulo, and the crew of the ‘ Primeiro de 
Margo,’ a man-of-war which happened to be in port, were held in 
readiness to land in case of need. 

“On the 15th the banks, Custom house, and warehouses of 
the English railway company remained closed, for fear of an attack 
on the part of the strikers, who had assumed a threatening attitude, 
parading the streets and compelling all workmen to stop work. 

‘“‘ There were thns about 5,000 men out, and some fear was felt 
lest they might use dynamite bombs. 

“ In the course of the afternoon a strong detachment of armed 
police arrived from Sa6é Paulo, and after some fighting, a number 
of arrests were effected. 

“The German steamship ‘ Valparaiso’ was obliged to leave 
without embarking her cargo of 6,000 bags of coffee. 

“On the 16th instant the strike was apparently over and part 
of the police force returned to Saé Paulo. 

“ On the 17th, Senhor Vinhaes, a socialist member of Congress 
arrived in Santos to offer his mediation, and on the 18th the strike 
broke out afresh. On the same day the ironclad ‘ Bahia’ and 
cruiser “Liberdade” which had been despatched from Rio to. 
assist in maintaining order, reached Santos. 

*Senhor Vinhaes’ endeavours to effect a compromise were: 
rejected by the members of the Exchange, and he was eventually 
persuaded to leave the city ; but the fear of possible disturbances 
at night still continued, and Acting-Consul Beaver accordingly 
telegraphed to me:—‘ Strike in Santos is becoming serious. 
Advisable to take every precaution.’ 

“There were no less than nine steamers in the harbour unable 
to embark coffee, of which at least 50,000 bags were awaiting 
shipment. 

* The strike continued on the 19th, but without any further 
disturbance; on the 20th the coffee shippers had succeeded in 
finding labourers, who worked under police protection, and on the 
21st the strike was ended. 

“T did not take any action upon Mr. Beaver’s telegram, as I was 
aware that the Federal Government had sent two men-of-war from 
here. 

* Although the demands of the strikers certainly appear to have 
been exorbitant, there is no doubt that the condition of the working 
classes in Brazil at the present time is a very trying one. 

“ Prices have risen enormously since the revolution, and those 
of the most ordinary necessaries of life are now from 50 to 100 
per cent. higher than they were in 1889,” 
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XIIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


UNIFORMITY OF INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION REGARDING 
OF EXCHANGE. 


We learn from the Handels Museum of May 28th that the 
Belgian Government has suggested to the Swiss Federal Council 
that the latter should initiate legislative measures for bringing 
their laws regarding bills of exchange into harmony with the 
scheme devised by the Brussels Congress on Commercial Law in 
1888, for international uniformity of laws dealing with bills of 
exchange. The Federal Council consulted the opinion of the 
Society of Swiss Jurists, as well as the Swiss Society of Trade 
and Industry, and in consequence a special coramission was 
appointed to examine the question, the result being unfavourable 
to the Belgian proposal. While the general question of the 
desirability of uniformity of laws on this subject was accepted, it 
was urged that there would be insurmountable difficulties in the 
way of its realisation on the basis of the proposals of the Brussels 
Congress. The president of the Ziirich Associated Merchants, at 
whose instance the commission had been appointed, was of opinion 
that the first step should be taken by those countries which still 
adhered to the antiquated commercial code, but that there was no 
reason whatever why Switzerland should take the initiative, their 
bill of exchange law being modelled according to that of Germany, 
which took no part in the Brussels Congress, and would be loth 
to alter its existing and well-tried laws on this subject ; besides, 
as the commercial relations existing between Switzerland and 
Germany were of considerable importance, it was desirable that 
the laws of both countries should be in unison as regards bills of 
exchange. Finally, it was urged by the president that the scheme 
proposed by the Brussels Congress offered no solution on many 
important points of difference between German and French lawyers 
en the subject, and that a scheme which was based upon the 
German law would be more likely to lead to satisfactory results. 


Tue Inp1A-RusBer TREE. 


The following account of the india-rubber tree is extracted from 
the Demerara Argosy for the 9th May :— 
_ The tree which goes by the name of the india-rubber tree ( Ficus 
elastica) is not the chief source of the supply of the exceedingly 
useful commercial product, india-rubber or caoutchouc, though 
possibly it may become so in the future, as experiments in the 
cultivation of the various rubber-yielding plants seem to have been 
most successful with it. Some fears have been expressed of a 
stoppage of the supplies of rubber, owing to the careless and 
wasteful way in which the sources are being worked, and it is 
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re-assuring to note that considerable progress has been made in 
forming plantations of the Ficus elastica in Assam. At the 
Charduas Forest, at the foot of the Himalayas, some monster old 
rubber trees are found, some of them measuring 129 feet high, 
with a girth round the principal aérial roots of 138 feet, and round 
the crown of 611 feet. This forest is very damp, its moist hot 
atmosphere being described as in summer resembling that of a 
forcing-house. The trees cannot stand shade, and unless the 
seedlings are fully exposed to light and well drained they cannot 
grow. Owing to this, it is found that in the depths of the forest, 
where light and air are shut out by the dense crowd of trees of 
many species, natural reproduction takes place by the germination 
of seeds carried by birds high up in the crowns of other trees, 
aérial roots descending in process of time to the ground, and 
developing into a huge hollow cylinder round the foster stem, 
which is soon killed. The descent of the roots may take years, 
but once they have taken hold of the ground the further growth 
is exceedingly rapid. In cultivating, the seeds are found to grow 
much better than cuttings, and these are tended in !arge nurseries 
until they are 10 feet high, when they are transplanted into 
clearings made in the forest in strips of 40 feet wide, alternating 
with 60 feet of natural forest, this being found necessary to furnish 
the necessary moisture, while narrower clearings do not give air 
and light enough. ‘l'rees grown in grass land were found on 
tapping to yield scarcely any rubber, the difference being attributed 
to absence of the moisture afforded by the forest. Plants of 
1874-75 were found, in April 1889, to have attained an average 
height of 61 ft. 11 ins., and a girth of 11 ft. 5 ins, thus having 
grown at the very rapid rate of 6 ft. 1 in. in height and 9 ins. 
in girth per year. 


Toe European Zinc Trust. 


Several journals have lately announced that the convention 
concluded some years ago between the principal European zinc 
merchants has just been prolonged by 34 yeare. The Breslauer 
Morgen Zeitung earns that the old treaty has still to run nearly 
two years—up to the end of 1892—and that the makers have 
simply combined with the object of fixing a minimum sale price 
for the current year. 


Artiric1aL Butrer Law or Russia. 

The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 23rd May publishes the 
following summary of the provisions of a law amending the 
legislation in force in Russia on the subject of artificial butters :— 

By virtue of a recommendation of the Imperial Council, assented 
to by the Emperor on the 8th April, the laws in force on the 
falsification of butter are supplemented as follows as regards the 
manufacture and sale of marg:rine and artificial butter. 
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By the name margarine is understood, from a legal point of 
view, the product of the fat of pure meat, from which the stearine 
is extracted according to the Méje-Mourier system. 

By the name artificial butter is understood a product consisting 
of 100 parts of margarine obtained according to the Méje-Mourier 
system mixed with 100 parts of milk or 10 parts of cream. 

The manufacture of margarine and artificial butter is only 
authorised in industrial establishments specially fitted up for the 
purpose. 

The said establishments for the manufacture of margarine and 
artificial butter, as well as the slaughter-houses which supply the 
raw material, are subject to the supervision of special inspectors 
appointed by the Ministry of Finance. 

It it prohibited to give to margarine or to artificial butter the 
colour of real butter and to mix the margarine with butter with a 
view to putting this mixture into sale under the name of butter. 
Margarine and artificial butter cannot be put on sale in places 
devoted to the sale of butter. 

Receptacles containing margarine or artificial butter must bear 
an inscription in large letters indicating their contents and the 
name of the factory which has put them into circulation. 

Establishments engaged in the sale of margarine and artificial 
butter must have signs showing their special branch of trade. 

The importation of margarine products manufactured abroad is 
prohibited. 

Persons proved guilty of having mixed real butter with marga- 
rine or artificial butter, or who keep these mixtures in the 
warehouse with the cl:ject of selling them, will be liable, beyond 
the confiscation of these goods, to imprisonment for one month at 
the most or to the payment of a penalty of 100 roubles at the 
most. 

The persons who contravene the other regulations concerning 
the manufacture and sale of margarine products are liable toa 
penalty of 100 roubles. 


DEPRECIATION OF LAND IN Russia. 


The following information on the subject of the depreciation of 
land in Russia is extracted from the last report of the United 
States Consul-General at St. Petersburg :— 

The Department of Agriculture and Rural Industry has just 
published a report relative to the fluctuations in the prices of land 
in Russia in Europe during the period from 1860 to 1889. The 
information obtained and arranged by the department shows, first 
of all, the fact that from 1860 to 1883 the price of land had 
progressively increased over ali the Empire, but this progress was 
particularly rapid in the northern and south-western provinces, 
as well as in the Baltic provinces. 

This proves the falsity of the statements which are heard even 
up to to-day touching the subject of the terrible blow given to 
agriculture in Russia by the liberation of the serfs. It is clear 
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that the reform of the 19th of February, on the contrary, gave a 
strong incentive to the development of rural economy in Russia. 
The loss of gratuitous hand labour has been largely compensated 
by the increase in the output obtained from princely estates, and 
the considerable increase of revenue has justly been the cause of 
the rise in the price of land, whose value has more than doubled 
in the course of 23 years. 

Since 1883 the aspect has somewhat changed, although in 
certain regions of the Empire the price of land still continues to 
increase, whereas in others it is gradually decreasing. 

The provinces of the south of Russia, called the “ steppes,” are 
the first on the list to show an increase in the price of land. The 
price of an acre of land has been 10°15 dols. for the six years 
ending 1889. Next come the north-western and south-western 

rovinces, the industrial provinces, and those of the centre of 

ussia. Everywhere else, especially ia the north and along the 
littoral of the Baltic, the prices of land have fallen, thus confirming 
the information previously obtained by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment touching the cost of production and the sale of cereals. 
Effectively, in this respect, during the last years the southern, 
south-western, and north-western provinces have eluded a crisis 
which has affected the other provinces of the Empire, although, 
on an average, the depreciation of land in the north, in the 
provinces of the east and south-east, as well as in the provinces of 
the Volga and the Baltic, has not attained the degree of an 
imminent catastrophe ; nevertheless, the space included in the 
retrograding movement shows the difficulties which these agricul- 
tural regions are suffering since the year 1883. The price of Jand 
is rapidly falling, and it is impossible to foresee when it will stop. 
The department is advised that this result should not be over- 
looked, for, although this decrease is proceeding with slowness, it 
is nevertheless of serious importance for the future of Russia. 


TRANSPORT OF GRAIN IN BULK IN RusstIa. 


The Handels Museum of May 21st gives some details of new 
regulations of a tentative nature framed by the Russian railway 
authorities for the transport of grain in bulk, from which it appears 
that two methods for conveying grain in bulk are allowed. In 
one case the waggon is provided with boards for securing the 
doors, and in the other it is fitted internally with a large sack. 
Consignors of grain may use either their own or the companies’ 
boards, which in both cases are returned free of charge from the 
place of destination to that of origin. When the companies’ 
boards are used they are charged for at the rate of one rouble per 
waggon of 610 pouds (about 2s. for 10 tons), and the companies 
guarantee to deliver the same weight of grain as was placed in 
their waggon, allowing 1 per cent. deduction for drying during 
transport, This they do not, however, guarantee when consignors 
use their own boards. At present about 34 per cent. of the grain 
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arriving at Riga has been transported in bulk, and there is reason 
for believing that in the course of a year or two all grain will be 
thus forwarded, and the expenses entailed by the use of about 90 
millions of sacks yearly will be obviated. 


Tue Wine Invustry 1n Russia. 


The Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris says that, 
according to information received by the Russian Minister of 
Imperial Domains, the vine plantations of Russia occupy an area 
of about 170,000 deciatines (the deciatine = 2-7 acres), the pro- 
duction of wine amounts to 20,000,000 vedros annually (the 
vedro is equivalent to 2° 7 imperial gallons). 

The figures are distributed as follows : 

Caucasus comprises more than 100,000 deciatines and its produc- 
tion amounts to 10,900,000 vedros. 

In the governments of Beszarabia, Chersonese, and Podolia 
the vines cover an area of 60,000 deciatines and the production is 
6,000,000 vedros. 

In the Crimea 4,800 deciatines produce 1,000,000 vedros. 

In the districts of Berdiansk, Melitopol (Tsauride), in the 
government of Ekaterinoslaw, the province of Don Cossacks, the 
government of Astrakhan, Oural, and Turkestan, the vines extend 
over an area of 2,800 deciatines, and the production is 500,000 
vedros. 

The average production in the last 20 years has been 150 vedros 
of wine per deciatine. 

The lands which may be advantageously planted with vines 
include altogether about 5,000,000 deciatines. 


Statistics oF Horses 1n Russia. 


The Central Statistical Committee of Russia has prepared a 
work on the census of horses which was taken in 1888. In 
view of the new census to be taken this summer, the Messager de 
Vilna publishes the following figures extracted from this 
report 

The census of 1888 took place in 41 governments of Russia in 
Enrope. The results shown are as follows :— 

North provinces (Novgorod, Pskow, St. Petersburg), 716,732, 
an average of 1°9 per household; Baltic provinces (Courlande, 
Livonia, Esthonia), 442,805, or 2°7 per household; Lithuania 
(Vilna, Kovno, Grodno), 762,927, or 2°0; White Russia (Vitebsk, 
Minsk, Mohilew), 1,038,356, or 2°2; manufacturing centre 
(Vlademir, Kalouga, Moscow, Smolensk, Tver, and Yaroslaw), 
2,151,094, or 1°9; agricultural centre (Veronege, Koursk, Orel, 
Riazan, Tambow, and Toula), 3,423,699, or 2°3; Little Russia 
(Poltava, Kharkow, Tchernigow), 1,237,629, or 2° 2; South-west 
(Volhynia, Kiew, Podolia), 1,735,940, or 3°1; and Poland, 
1,205,198, or 2° 4, 
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The total number of horses is 12,713,880, distributed among 
5,373,114 households. These figures give the average number 
of horses per household as 2°4. The south-west district is the 
best provided for in this respect. 


THE St. Peverspure CENsvs. 


At one of the sittings of the Municipal Council of St. Peters- 
burg, the mayor of the city communicated the following results of 
the census of the population effected on the 15th December, 
compared with those of the census taken uine years ago :— 

In 1881, the total number of inhabitants of St. Petersburg, 
not including the suburbs, amounted to 861,303; in 1890, it 
reached 956,226, which gives an increase of 94,923 inhabitants, or 
11 per cent., within a period of nine years. In the quarters on 
the left bank of the Neva, the increase is approximately from 
2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants, with the exception of the first and 
second arrondissements of the Admiralty quarter, as well as the 
first and second arrondissements of the Kazan quarter, where a 
slight diminution is noticed. In 1881, the first arrondissement of 
the Admiralty quarter comprised 19,967 inhabitants; in 1890 it 
had only 18,552. For the second arrondissement of the same 
quarter the comparative figures are 22,375 inhabitants in 1881 
and 20,945 in 1890. In the first arrondissement of the Kazan 
quarter the total of the population has decreased from 21,215 to 
19,528, and in the third arrondissement of the same quarter from 
15,831 to 15,763. In all the other arrondissements of the left 
bank there is an increase in the population. In 1881 the total of 
the residents in these quarters was 668,519 ; in 1890 it an.ounted 
to 731,149, which gives a growth of 9} per cent. in nine years. 
In the quarters on the right bank the increase had been more 
considerable. In 1881 these quarters included 192,784 inhabi- 
tants. In 1890 they were 225,071, or an increase of 32,293 
(162 per cent.). 


THE SIBERIAN Raitway. 


The Russian papers, says the Journal de la Chambre de 
Commerce de Constantinople, are eagerly discussing the ways and 
means of realisation of the gigantic railway undertaking in Siberia, 
as well as the considerable advantages which it promises. In their 
opinion it will be the means of considerably developing the 
commercial relations of Russia with China and chiefly with Japan. 
Hitherto Russia has only participated to the extent of one-tenth 
part of the foreign trade of the latter Empire, whilst this small 
proportion will largely increase after the construction of the 
Siberian railway, to which China and Japan will be able to furnish 
numerous consignments, increasing at the same time the Customs 
receipts of Russia. It is estimated that if only one-fifth of the 
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cargoes of Chinese and Japanese yoocs now going to Europe were 
despatched by the railway, the new route would at once give 
under that head more than 17,000,000 roubles of revenue at the 
present traffic rates. The Siberian railway ought, it is said, to 
affect the different routes of communication of the whole world. 

in Europe, for example, the principal commercial centre is London, 
and in China, Shanghai. At the present time the exchange of 
goods between these two places is effected by sea and takes about 
44 days at the least, whilst by sending these goods by the Siberian 
line, the journey will be reduced to 20 days, that is to say, 3 days 
from London to Versbolovo, 14 days from Versbolovo to Vladi- 
vostok, and 3 days from Vladivostok to Shanghai. The Svet, 
amongst uther journals, observes that the Siberian railway, the 
cost of construction of which is put down at 300,000,000 roubles, 
must produce, even in the present state of industry and trade in 
Russia, as well in the rest of Europe and Asia, a gross revenue of 
56,000,000 roubles, which sum constitutes a capital sufficient to 
meet the expenses of working, the interest on the money expended 
for its construction, and, further, yield ‘a good revenue. Now, as 
Russia has been able to complete the Nicolas railway enterprise, 
its resources, now very much greater, will certainly enable it, 
concludes this journal, to realise the project of the Siberian railway, 
which promises very soon to become the basis of the economic 
development of the vast Russian Empire. 


BrescHes OF Contract BY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN 
GERMANY. 

The Handels Museum of May 28th calls attention to the eighth 
report of the Justice Commission of the German Parliament 
charged with the examination of petitions, the report this time 
dealing with the important question of breaches of contract by the 
agricultural labourers, which are said to be on the increase. A 
number of petitions have been presented asking that legislative 
measures should be taken for the amelioration of the depressed 
condition of agriculture, and for protecting the agricultural 
employer against the serious losses resulting from frequent breaches 
of contract by the employé. The chief causes of breach of 
contract enumerated by the petitioners are — the too great 
leniency of the law dealing with offenders ; the misrepresentations 
of agents who induce young men and women to leave their 
employers by promises of work abroad; and finally, as well as 
chiefly, the fact that any employer may give work to persons, if 
not as domestic, at least as free labourers, although the persons 
so employed may have been guilty of breach of contract. It is 
suggested as a remedy of the existing evils that it be made 
compulsory for any person asking for employment, either as 
domestic or a free labourer, to be furnished with a certificate 
signed both by his last employer and by the police officials of the 
place of his last employment, permitting him to enter into a new 
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service, and that no one shall be allowed to engage persons not 
furnished with such a certificate ; and further that, inasmuch as the 
increased severity of the law against breach of contract has made 
little impression on persons given to this offence, it be made a 
serious offence for employers to give employment to domestic 
Jabourers who are not provided with such certificate. It was 
communicated to the petitioners on behalf of the Government that, 
as had been stated during the last session in reply to a petition on 
the same subject, the whole question was being carefully considered, 
and that no definite conclusion had been as yet reached, but that 
the petitions now presented contain no views capable of throwing 
fresh light on the subject. 


Tne ConpITION OF WEAVERS IN PrussIAN SILESIA. 


A recent number of the //andels Museum publishes some 
interesting particulars regarding the condition of the hand-weavers 
in Prussian Silesia, from which the following has been extracted :— 

The hand-weaving industry of Silesia, which has always been in 
a somewhat critical condition, is at present face to face with a 
crisis such as it has never before experienced. A glance at the 
rate of wages will suffice to show the conditions of hardship 
under which the people of Silesia are living. A weaver who 
works from 16 to 17 hours a day can, at the outside, earn six 
marks a week (the mark is equivalent to one sbilling), and on an 
average earns only four marks, and even then he must have one or 
two persons to help him in winding. Out of this wage he has to buy 
the starch for dressing, which costs him about 50 pfennigs a week. 
He is also liable to deductions for flaws, &c., in the weaving, 
which are absolutely unavoidable when inferior thread is used, 
Estimating deductions at their very lowest figure, say 50 pfennigs, 
we find that a man has to support himself and his family with a 
sum varying between five and three marks a week ! 

Under such conditions it is hardly matter for surprise that 
destitution should have become chronic among the weaving popu- 
lation ; but of late it has been rendered even more acute by the 
generally unsatisfactory condition of trade, the great severity and 
duration of the winter, the increased cost of living, and the bad 
potato crop. 

Notwithstanding that all these facts would of themselves suffi- 
ciently account for the destitution of the Silesian hand-weavers, 
the primary cause lies deeper. It seems as if sooner or later the 
hour of the Silesian hand-weaving industry will have come, and 
machinery is the instrument of its destruction. The authorities have 
recognised this fact, and the remedial measures proposed are based 
upon the very sensible view that it would be useless to attempt 
maintaining this industry at any cost or against the competition of 
machinery ; thus it was proposed to substitute fresh industries for 
that of hand-weaving, but it was pointed out that an indispensable 
condition for this would be the establishnient of new means of 
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communication. With regard to the question of the best means 
of promoting the establishment of fresh manufacturing enterprises, 
a proposal that the provincial and Jocal representatives, rather than 
the State, should give some assistance, met with general approval. 

The transfer of the children of weavers to other industries was 
also recommended, and it was proposed that gratuities should be 
paid to weavers in such cases. This system has already been 
attempted by the districts of Waldenburg and Schweidnitz, 
which have fixed sums in their budgets to be spent in such 
gratuities : but as far as is at present known this plan finds little 
approval among the weavers and is accordingly taken advantage 
of to a very small extent. The hand-weaver is loth to leave his 
occupation, for which he has acquired an affection arising from 
old association with it. For this reason there is little hope of 
realising the idea of inducing them to remove into such districts 
as Pomerania or Lausitz where labourers are scarce, to obtain a 
living, quite apart from the fact that the Silesian weavers have 
degenerated physically through the pressure of chronic destitution, 
and cannot furnish efticient labourers. 

Of course neither of the plans named will be effectual in 
affording immediate relief to the distressed weavers. It will take 
many years before the objects aimed at have been attained ; it 
was therefore necessary to consider measures for a more speedy 
amelioration of existing circumstances during the transition period. 
After several other suggestions, a lengthy discussion arose on the 
guestion of the advisability of bringing the Silesian band-weavers 
within the scope of the scheme of insurance against sickness and 
old age. Although the idea met with much sympathy, yet the 
guestion arose how the contribution towards insurance could 
possibly be deducted from the wretched wages of the hand- 
weavers. Finally, a hope was expressed that manufacturers 
would put an end to the abuses practised by yarn issuers even at 
the present day, and which have led to a rather arbitrary applica- 
tion of a system of fines and deductions. 


THE MINEs OF PRussIA. 


The Mines Department in Prussia has published in the 
Reichsanzeiger, the provisional resuits of the extraction of coal 
and lignite in Prussia during the year 1890. There were extracted 
64,484,279 tons of coal, against 61,433,148 in 1889, and 59,461,917 
in 1888. The number of miners engaged in 1890 was 233,143, 
against 212,056 in 1889, and 197,648 in 1888. The production of 
coal increased in 1890 by 4°96 per cent. compared with 1889, and 
by 8°44 per cent. compared with 1888. 

The figures of production for each mining district in 1890 were 
as follows:—Breslau, 20,086,353 tons; Halle, 23,123 tons; 
Klausthal, 627,911 tons; Dortmund, 35,568,588 tons, and Bonn, 
8,178,304 tons. 
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The consumption of coal was 62,513,632 tons in 1890, against 
59,684,026 tons in 1889, and 57,799,666 tons in 1888. The 
increase amounts to 4°74 per cent.in 1890 compared with 1889, 
and 8 5 per cent. compared with 1888. 

The quantity of lignite extracted amounted to 15,510,500 tons 
in 1890, against 14,234,901 tons in 1889, and 13,251,368 tons in 
1888. The increase is 8°91 per cent. in 1890 compared with 1889, 
and 17 per cent. compared with 1888. The number of miners 
engaged in this work in 1890 was 26,409, against 24,503 in 1889, 
and 23,253 in1888. The production of the different districts in 1890 
was: Breslau, 451,295 tons; Halle, 14,132,974 tons; Klausthal, 
280,972 tons; and Bonn, 684,864 tons. The consumption of 
lignite reached 13,541,590 tons in 1890, against 12,676,126 tons 
in 1889, and 11,834,825 in 1888. The increase amounts to 6°82 
per cent. in 1890 compared with 1889, and to 14:4 per cent. 
compared with 1888. 


Savines Banks IN PRusstA. 


The Statistiche Korrespondenz of Berlin gives some particulars 
of the movement of savings banks in Prussia at the close of the 
financial year 1889-90. It states that there were at that time 
1,378 banks, against 1,363 during the preceding year, and that the 
number of branches has increased from 3,173 to 3,416, distributed 
among 2,830 localities. The number of accounts amounts to 
5,312,192, of which 28°73 show 60 marks (the mark is equivalent to 
about 1s.) ; 16°85, 150 marks; 14°79, 300 marks ; 15°68, 600 marks ; 
and 23°95, more than 600 marks. Comparing these figures with 
those for 1888-89, it appears that accounts of more than 600 marks 
increased by 7°38 per cent. ; those from 300 to 600 marks by 7-27 
per cent.; those from 150 to 310 marks by 3:49 per cent.; those 
from 60 to 150 marks by 3:96 per cent.; and those of 60 marks 
by 5:48 per cent. 

The amount of the liabilities of the savings banks in 1889-90 
was 3,101,700,000 marks, which constitutes an increase over 
1888-89 of 213,800,000 marks ; this increase includes 77,900,000 
marks added as interest to depositors’ account. The total 
obligation is distributed as follows from a geographical point 
of view: Westphalia, 533,000,000 marks (17:2 per cent.) ; 
Hanover, 423,000,000 (136 per cent.); Rhenish Prussia, 
420,000,000 (13°5 per cent.); Saxony, 357,000,000 (14°5 per 
cent.); Schleswig - Holstein, 352,000,000 (114 per cent.). 
The average liability per account amounts to 583°89 :narks against 
574°50 marks in 1888-89; the withdrawals have amounted to 
823,000,000 marks, against 754,800,000 marks in 1888-89, and 
the withdrawals have reache | 687,200,000 marks, as compared 
with 612,900,000 marks. The number of new accounts opened 
was 894,376, and 621,380 were closed. 
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Cotron CULTIVATION IN GERMAN COLONIES. 


The Germans are more concerned than the French in the 
extension of cotton cultivation in their colonies. According to 
the Berliner Tageblatt the German Colonial Council should be 
called upon to give its opinion on the proper measures for 
developing this culture in the territories subject to the pro- 
tectorate of the country, and on the principles according to which 
concessions should be granted with this object to German com- 
panies, notably to those which will be formed with the object of 
working the territories of South-West Africa. 


EXHIBITION AT BALE. 


The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 21st May says 
that it is proposed to hold a native industrial, professional, and 
artistic exhibition at Bale (Switzerland). This exhibition wil 
open on the 4th and close on the 25th September 1892. 


THe CommerciaL Museum oF LILLE. 

The Journal Officiel says that, according to a report received 
by the Minister of Commerce, Industry and the Colonies, on the 
working of the commercial museum of Lille, this establishment 
was visited in the course of last year by 10,478 persons; more 
than 1,500 of them applied for samples and received information 
on various points. 

The museum contains at present nearly 17,000 samples brought 
from all parts of the world. It also contains a reading room 
which is yearly enriched with interesting publications for the 
use of merchants in the district, and which is also much 
frequented. 


Tre Risson Inpustry or St. ETIENNE. 


The Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris has the 
following account of the manufacture of ribbons at St. Etienne 
during the year 1889 :— 

The year 1889 was for St. Etienne a year of considerable 
production in the manufacture of ribbons; this is evident from 
the following figures supplied by the Chamber of Commerce of 
that town. 

The production of ribbons of pure silk was valued at 2,800,0002., 
consisting of 2,000,000/. exported and 800,000/. used at home. 
Ribbons of mixed silk were produced to the value of 960,000/., 
including 740,000/. of exports, and 220,000/. used at home. The 
total production of ribbons was worth 3,760,000/., of which 
2,740,000/. were exported, and 1,020,0001, used in France. 
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St. Etienne has thus exported more than two-thirds of her 
total production. According to statements compiled by the 
Customs officials, this export was only 1,400,000/., but. the 
Customs figures are far from representing accurately the real 
export of ribbons, a large quantity being sent away in the shape 
of trimmings for made-up apparel, &c. 


TRADE BETWEEN Spain AND THE Unirep Kinapom. 
The following statement, compiled from returns furnished to the 
Board of Trade by the Customs, shows the trade between Spain 
and the United Kingdom during each of the months forthe quarter 
ended the 30th June last, and during each quarter comprised 
between the Ist July 1890 and 30th June 1891, compared with 


the several corresponding periods of the previous twelve months :— 


Imports into the Exports of British and | Exports of Foreign 


: Irish Produce from and Colonial 
United Kingdom from | “United Kingdom Produce from United 
Saictinnigale pain. to Spain. Kingdom to Spain. 
1890. | 1891. | 1890. | 1891. 1890. 1891. 
Month : £ £ £ £ £ £ 
April - - + | 1,123,432 941,005 420,852 442,004 51,572 47,826 
May - - . 993,841 764,393 426,574 444,961 | 54,566 | 35,583 
June - - 880,270 835,608 429,443 $97,914 75,756 45,194 


‘Total for Quarter 2,997,543 | 2,541,001 1,276,306 | 1,284,879 | 187,894 | 128,553 


Quarter ended : 1889-90. 1890-91. 1889-90. 1890-91. | 7889-90. | {1890-91. - 
30th September - | 2,876,390 | 2,617,186 | 707,700 | 1,252,919 | 766-644 | '182,100 
31st December = | 8,572,345 3,744,526 1,075,551 1,177,635 178.920 175,877 
3ist March - «= | 8,462,131 2,718,618 1,270,362 1,339,710 | 760,226 | 151,426 
30th June . - | 2,997,548 2,541,001 1,276,866 1,284,879 | 787,894 | 128,553 

Total for Year - | 77,988,409 | 11,621,301 | 4,699,399 | 5,055,143 | 687,884 | 637,956 


SpanisH Imports or ALCOHOL. 

The Monde Economique quotes from official statistics recently 
published to the effect that the export uf German alcohol to 
Spain has within the last few years diminished very largely. In 
1882 the exports of this product only totalled 189,000 metric 
quintals, whilst they increased for each of the years 1883, 1884, 
1885, and 1886, to 248,000, 353,000, 510,000, and 512,00 metric 
quintals respectively. For 1887 there were only registered’274,000 
metric quintals, 142,000 for 1888 and 138,000 for 1889. This 
diminution should, says the Monde Economique, enable French 
producers to regain in Spain their old ascendency, . 
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TRADE AND InDustTRY IN HunGarY. 


According to a recent report by the Turkish Consul at Buda- 
Pesth, there are at present eleven tobacco factories in Hungary. 
A twelfth will shortly be put into working at Debreczin. All 
these factories particularly produce cigars. Those at Fiume 
and Buda-Pesth are the only ones which manufacture snuff, the 
consumption of which shows a terdency to decrease. Tobacco 
for smoking in pipes or cigarettes is made at Fiume, Temesvar, 
Buda-Pesth and Kaschan. Cigarettes are made at Temesvar, 
Fiume, and Klausenbourg. “Virginia” cigars, long and thin, 
with a straw inserted, are specially made at Fiume. Superior 
and high-priced cigars are made at Buda-Pesth and Tewesvar, 
The total production of the eleven factories during the year 1890 
amounted to 10,000,000 kilos. of smoking tobacco, 500,000,000 
kilos, of cigars, and 300,000,000 kilos. of cigarettes. 


The manufacture of laths for flooring is made a feature ‘in 
Hungary. The permanent exhibition of Hungarian industry at 
the commercial museum of Buda-Pesth offers to the cabinet- 
makers of all countries specimens of their art in oak and walnut, 
of astonishing cheapness, and a special feature, for export—bent 
wood—the use of which is rapidly spreading everywhere. Carriage 
wheels are now being made of bent wood, and cost less than those 
made by the ordinary processes. All hard woods, such as oak, 
beech, elm, &c., are capable of being bent, but the wood almost 
exclusively used is the red beech, which is found everywhere in 
the forests of Hungary, and which formerly was only valued as 
firewood. Matches also form the object of an important industry 
in Hungary, which includes 23 factories of this articie. A wood 
factory for canes and sunshades, which exports large quantities of 
these two articles to Switzerland and Germany, is in operation at 
Zay-Ugrosz, near Pressburg, and a large factory fur wooden 
furniture, brackets, looking-glass frames, &c., is in activity at 
Prstye, also in the neighbourhood of Pressburg, 


Tue Austro-HunGarian Eaa Trape. 


The Handels Museum of 21st May, referring to the remarkable 
growth in recent years of this trade in Austria-Hungary, states 
that there were 484,039 quintals (the quintal = 220°4 Ibs.) of 
eggs exported from Austria-Hungary during the period from 
January to October 1890, compared with 457,780 quintals 
exported during the corresponding period of 1889, showing an 
increase of 26,300 quintals. The largest consumers are England 
and Germany, the latter country in particular, notwithstanding 
the duty of 3 marks per 100 kilos. Between January and 
October 1890 Germany imported 487,426 quintals of eggs, of 
which 290,707 quintals were Austro-Hungarian, and 164,893 
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Russian. The import from other countries is insignificant. The 
whole of the eggs imported from both these countries are not used 
f or food purposes, part being destined for purposes of industry. 


SHIPPING COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND THE 
Fast, 


The Monde Economique announces that a new contract has just 
been made between the Austrian Lloyd Shipping Company and 
the Austro-Hungarian Ministry of Commerce. After the Ist 
January 1892 the subvention granted to this company will be 
3,400,000 florins, and the Government will make it, without 
interest, an advance of 1,500,000 florins for the renewal of its 
stock. The head-quarters of the company will be at Trieste, and 
the point of departure of all the services will be Trieste, with 
Fiume as a calling place. Voyages will be made monthly for 
Bombay, Hong-Kong and Shanghai, Columbo and Calcutta. A 
service every two months will be run with Santos. The number 
of voyages to Constantinople and Batoum will be ultimately fixed. 
The Government will contrul the services, fix if necessary the 
tariff rates, and impose the obligation only to engage Austrians as 
employés, both at the head office of the company and at the 
agencies. 


TramMwAy ConsTRUCTION IN SALONICA. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce for the 6th June 
says :— 

The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, after having approved 
of the plans and specifications respecting the construction of 
tramways at Salonica—a concession granted, it is said, to Hamdi 
Bey and regranted by the latter to a joint stock company—has 
handed all the documents, &c. to M. Hamzur, engineer. 

According to the information of tie Moniteur Oriental the 
system consists of: (1),a trunk line of 6,800 metres, starting from 
the railway station and finishing in proximity to the Allatini 
mill; (2), a branch line of 1,200 metres, starting from Parnak- 
Capon and terminating before the Olympia café; (3), a second 
branch line of 1,900 metres running from the main route at 
Tcharchi and rejoining it before the Beyaz-Coulé. 

The total development is therefore 9,900 metres. It is asserted 
that the works will be commenced very shortly, 


THe TeLePHONE IN Eeyprt. 

The Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce announces the 
fact that a concession for the establishment of telephone lines at 
Assiout, Suez, and Minieh, has been granted to a European 
concessionnaire. 


67789. 
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Rartway DEVELOPMENT IN CENTRAL ASIA. 


The Nouveau Temps alludes to the alterations effected, since 
the construction of the Transcaspian railway, in the situation of 
Turkestan and Russian Europe. Not taking into account 
strategicial considerations, things have very much changed there, 
both commercially and agriculturally. 

According to the same authority, the question has been raised 
of connecting Samarcand and Tashkend by railway. This latter 
_. very old commercial centre—by entering into the 

ussian railway system, will not fail to increase the goods traffic. 
Moreover, at the time of the visit of the Minister of Finance to 
Central Asia, the local trade raised also the question of the 
construction of a railway which will connect the Transcaspian route 
with the most populous and fertile valleys of Ferghana. 

Commercial telegrams continually speak of a large traffic in 
goods coming from Central Asia, which has hitherto been carried 
on slowly by means of caravans. At the present time cotton, wool, 
silk, and fruits from this region are sent away easily and rapidly to 
European markets. 

The railway, it is seen, has produced its usual effect. Owing 
to its action, Turkestan has enriched its population of six million 
people, including that of the khanates of Boukhara and Khiva, 
which profit very considerably from it. One would think that 
under these circumstances well-irrigated lands would become more 
valuable. Nevertheless, if the news coming from Turkestan may 
be believed, the number of Russian laaded proprietors is only 
increasing there very slowly. 


CorreE IN PERAK. 


Mr. Oliver Marks, recently of Haputale, and the newly- 
appointed superintendent of Government plantations at Perak, 
has sent to the Times of Ceylon a letter, calling attention to the 
advantages offered by Perak and the other protected native States. 
The figures referring to Messrs. Hill and Rathbone’s flourishing 
propertics, which Mr. Marks sends, refer to the Kamunting 
estate, which possesses the finest piece of soil in Perak. The 
Coffee Arabica he mentions is the well-kmown Waterloo estate, 
which at present is in the hands of Sir Graeme Elphinstone, and 
under the management of Mr. R. Fraser, late of the Kelani 
Valley, Ceylon. - The young coffee on the top of the estate is 
for its age—some three or four years—as fine as any ever seen, 
and the still younger clearing was promising to do quite as well 
a year ago. About eight months ago the resident, Mr. Swetten- 
ham, remarked in one of his reports to the Governor of the 
Straits Settleaents that he could not understand how it was that 
capitalists seemed now to ignore the advantages offered by Perak, 
whereas 10 or 12 years previously, when nothing was known of 
the capabilities of the country, there were many applications for 
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grants and concessions, several of the applicants being residents 
in Ceylon. Mr. Swettenham went on to say that experimental 
gardens had been opened which had proved successful in 
growing tea, coffee, cocoa, cinchona, &., but all to no useful 
end, as no inquiries were made abvut them, and, having served 
the purpose for which they were opened, these gardens were now 
to be abandoned. He had done everything possible in the way 
of inducement to attact capitalists, and did not see what more 
could be done. The Penang Gazette took the matter up, and 
pointed out that a great deal remained to be done in the way of 
attracting capitalists. At present the Government refused 
altogether to alienate waste lands. True enough it was opening 
roads through the jungle, but it would only give the land out 
on lease. In regard to the experimental gardens, they were beiny 
abandoned at the very time when they might prove useful. 
Since the ensuing correspondence was published some minor 
modifications have been made in the laws relating to leases of 
land, though in the main they remain much as they were. It is 
popularly supposed that the Perak Government is anxious to 
induce planters to settle in the country, and to that end is 
prepared to grant liberal concessions to any who can show their 
ability to open and carry on plantations of tea and coffee. A 
high opinion of Perak appears to be held a8 suitable for coffve 
arabica on the hills, and Liberian in the low country, the pests 
which kave played such havoc in Ceylon being apparently kept 
down by climatic conditions unfavourable for their development. 

A correspondent of the Penang Gazette has a good word to 
say for the district of Lumut, in Lower Perak. He says that 
the districts near Lumut are rich in good agricultural land, and 
points to Stiawan, a town about 40 minutes’ steam above Lumut, 
as an example of what may be done. Stiawan in 1887 was 
simply standing jungle. He immediately set to work to get 
native settlers in, and now, at the end of about four years, the 
census shows a population of about 1,500, with as many more in 
the outlying districts. The settlers have planted coffee and 
pepper, the last of which does remarkably well, whilst Stiawan 
is one of the few places which will grow Nilam (patchouli). 
Specimens of coffee and pepper have lately been sent to the 
principal merchants in Penang, to show what the district is 
capable of producing. Fever is almost unknown in Stiawan, and 
help is given by the Perak Government to genuine settlers. The 
Government has now sanctioned the construction of a cart road 
connecting Stiawan with Lumut, so as to give increased facility 
for shipping produce. 


CurneEse Iron AND Coat. 
The Shanghai Mercury translates the following item from a 
native paper :—- 
Intelligence from Shansi reports that rich deposits of iron and. 
coal have been found in the prefecture of Cheh-Chow. It is now 


EB 2 


68. GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [July 1891. 


proposed to open up mines in the five districts of Fung-Tai, 
Koa-Ping, Yang-Shu, Ling-Chuen, and Shing Shan in the Cheh- 
Chow prefecture, The local capitalists have reported the find to 
the provincial authorities, begging them to petition the Throne to 
sanction the forming of a company for the purpose of working the 
mines. The ores are pronounced to be superior to those from the 
Kaiping mines. 


CoMMERCIAL MusSEUM AT OSAKA. 


According to the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Constantinople, a commercial museum has recently been established 
at Osaka (Japan). It includes a section for imports and exports. 
Information may be obtained there on the subject of exhibitions, 
principal markets, expenses of transport, &c. 


FiLax CULTURE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Bradstreet’s for the 23rd May contains the following with 
respect to flax culture, more particularly as affecting the United 
States :— 

“Various aspects of the problem of flax culture have been dis- 
cussed in these columns from time to time. Our readers will 
remember that there are two sets of earnest partisans upon the 
question, one holding that flax may be successfully and profitably 
cultivated for its fibre in the United States, and the other that 
this is impossible. It is of interest to observe that Mr. Charles 
R. Dodge, of the Department of Agriculture, is as enthusiastic as 
ever in advocating flax culture. Mr. Dodge has ascertained the 
mean temperature of the European localities in which flax is 
successfully raised. Comparing these with the mean temperature 
of parts of this country where it has been cultivated to some 
extent, it has been found that the difference does not exceed two 
degrees in any locality, while in others a perfect agreement is 
noted. Flax is at present raised in this country principally for 
the seed. Formerly it was cultivated for both seed and fibre. 
Mr. Dodge speaks as follows in regard to the probable future 
condition of the industry in the United States: ‘ Undoubtedly, 
‘ when the flax-fi bre industry is fairly established in the United 


* States, there will be three distinct forms of flax culture. First, 
‘ the culture for seed only, by the present careless methods ; 
* secondly, a more careful culture, with a view to getting a full 
* crop of seed, while producing a tolerable fibre that will be 
* marketable for certain kinds of manufacture; and, lastly, a 
‘ careful, skilful culture for the production of fine fibre, the seed 
* product being a secondary consideration.’ 


July 1891.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 69 


“ Our imports of flax for 10 years have been as follows :—1881, 
1,462,289 dols.; 1882, 1,502,645 dols.; 1883, 1,621,839 dol. ; 
1884, 1,410,578 dols.; 1885, 1,712,994 dols.; 1886, 1,576,518dols. ; 
1887, 1,922,182 dols.; 1888, 1,802,089 dols.; 1889, 2,070,729 dols.; 
1890, 2,188,021 dols. 

“The recent report of the Agricultural Dep1rtment contains the 
following in regard to the present condition of flax culture in this 
country: ‘ While in the older States the area under cultivation 
* is found to be small and steadily decreasing, in the newer States 
* or States where agriculture is being pushed steadily westward 
‘ from year to year, *the area under cultivation seems to be fairly 
* holding its own, and can be stated in round numbers at about 
* 1,000,000 acres.’ The production of flax in Canada has been 
carried on successfully for several years. This has been taken to 
be sufficient evidence that the same grades of flax could be raised 
profitably in Michigan, Wisconsin, or any of the States along the 
northern border. 

“ Consul Connolly, of Auckland, who has made a thorough study 
of the cultivation of flax in New Zealand, speaks of the raising 
of the plant in the United States as follows: ‘I am convinced 
* that if handled with intelligence and care, the Phormium tenax 
‘ plant can be successfully and advantageously cultivated in the 
‘ United States. The climate and swamps of many of the 
* southern States are peculiarly adapted to the propagation of 
‘ New Zealand flax. The climate of California is also suitable 
‘ for the cultivation of the flax plant.’ New Zealand’s total 
flax area is estimated at 446,402 acres. New York received 
last year 1,911 tons of this flax, valued at 290,185 dols., and San 
Francisco 990 tons, valued at 110,465 dols. 

* While Russia produces more flax than any other European 
country, it is inferior in quality to that raised in Ireland, Belgium, 
Holland, France, or Bohemia. Russia has a total flax area of 
3,780,000 acres. The total annual output is about 1,800,000,000 
lbs., the value of which is estimated at 112,000,000 dols. Consul 
Heenan says in his report: ‘About one-half of the flax fibre 

* produced in Russia is exported abroad only half worked, and | 
‘ the greater part of the fibre remaining in the Empire is worked 
‘ up by the peasants in their farmhouses into thread and linen for 
‘ their own use as well as for sale, a much smaller part of the: 
‘ flax going to the spinning and weaving factories.’ 

“The cultivation of flax for seed in Russia is an important 
industry, especially as it constitutes one of the largest articles of 
export. The shipments for four years were as follows: 1887, 
13,000,000 bushels ; 1888, 14,000,000 bushels; 1889, 13,500, 000 
bushels ; ; 1890, 12,000,000 bushels, 

“ Belgium is making greater progress in this industry ‘ham any 
other European country. Her flax is of an exceedingly tine 
texture, and commands as high a price as any flax produced in 
Europe. Her exports of flax in 1889 were valued at 1,747,400 
dols., of flax thread at 681,600 dols., and of flax tissues at 
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473,400 dols The total approximate production of Europe by 
countries is as follows :— 


Lbs. 
Rusvia- - 900,000,000 
Austria-Hungary - - = 104,400,000 
Germany - - - 97,200,000 
France - 79,200,000 
Treland - - - - 46,800,000 
Belgium - - - - - 43,200,000 
Italy - - - 43,200,060 
Other countries - - - 36,000,000 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED STATEs. 


A bulletin on the production of petroleum in the United States 
has been issued by the Division of Mines and Mining of the 
Census Office. This shows that petroleum was produced in 11 
States in 1889, namely, Pennyslvania, New York, Ohio, West 
Virginia, Colorado, California, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Kansas, 
and Texas. The total production is shown to be 34,820,306 
barrels, valued at 26,554,052 dols. It also shows the annual 
production of petroleum in the United States from 1859 to 1889 
inclusive. 

The returns show that of the total product of petroleum 
109,891 barrels were disposed of for lubricating, 12,330,813 for 
fuel, and 22,379,602 for illuminating purposes. Nearly the entire 
amount produced in California, Indiana, and Ohio was used for fuel, 
while nearly the entire amount produced in Colorado, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia was used for illuminating 
purposes. 


SuGAR-BEET CULTIVATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Bradstreet’s of May 30th says that the cultivation of sugar-beets 
in the United States is making some progress, the work of the 
Department of Agriculture having assisted materially in promoting 
the new industry. Sugar-beets require metheds of cultivation which 
are in many respects unlike those employed in the raising of other 
crops. The failures which have attended their cultivation have been 
due more to ignorance of these methods, or non-compliance with 
pee than to lack of proper climatic conditions or inadaptability 
or soil. 

The department last year secured from Germany over three 
tons of beet seeds selected from the best varieties grown there. 
These were distributed in vne-pound packages to farmers in the 
sugar-beet belt cf the United States. ‘The larger part was sent to 
Nebraska, Kansas, and Minnesota, States which are, next to 
California, the best adapted to the cultivation of sugar-beets. An 
inspection of the methods employed by the farmers in different 
sections was made, aid the cases in which the instructions of the 
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department were carried out were found to be the exception 
rather than the rule. In must instances the farmers had pursued 
methods of their own invention, and their products varied accord- 
ingly. The difference between the beets cultivated according 
to the instructions of the department and those produced by other 
methods was very great. This was seen not so much in the size 
of the beets asin the per-centage of sugar contained in them. 
The experiments demonstrated conclusively the absolute necessity 
of employing prescribed methods of cultivating beets. 

The results attained last year were far from satisfactory in 
most sections of the country. The weather in both Kansas and 
Nebraska was unfavourable for the growth of beets, as it was for 
other crops. It is estimated that the average yield per acre in 
Nebraska was between two and three tons, while in Kansas it was 
probably somewhat higher. The experiments made in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin were more favourable. 


Bituminous Coat 1N PENNSYI.VANIA. 


A bulletin in relation to bituminous coal in the State of Penn- 
sylvania has been prepared by the Division of Mines and Mining of 
the United States Census Office. It shows the output of the bitu- 
minous regions in the State to have been 36,174,089 short tons in 
1889, nearly double that reported at the tenth census. The total 
value of the output is given as 27,953,215 dols., or an average of 
77°2 cents per short ton at the mines, against 18,567.129 dols. in 
1880, or an average of 100°8 cents per ton at the mines. The average 
number of persons employed in 1889 was 53,780, against 33,248 
for 1880, the amount paid for wages in 1889 being 21,142,051 
dols., against 10,863,583 dols. for 1880. The output of small 
local banks and farmers’ diggings is reported at 820,197 short 
tons. No report of this product has heretofore been attempted. 
The collection of this data was entrusted to resident special agents 
familiar with the territory under their charge, and the product of 
this important element of the coal industry in Pennsylvania is 
authentically given. The quantity sold to the local trade and to 
employés by regular establishments, together with this neighbour- 
hood mining, amounts to 1,590,651 short tons, or 4°40 per cent. of 
the entire production. The amount of coal manufactured into 
coke during the year 1889 was 10,190,588 short tons, or 28°17 
per cent. of the total production. Altogether, the report shows 
; remarkable increase in the bituminous operations throughout the 

tate. 


Tae TELEGRAPHS OF NICARAGUA. 
The United States Consul at Managua, writing with regard to 
the telegraphic service of Nicaragua, says :— 
The year 1862 saw the dawn of the telegraph system in the 
Republic of Nicaragua. The first line was constructed by the 
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Transit Company between the ports of San Juan del Sur, on the 
Pacific coast, and Virgin Bay, on Lake Nicaragua, and was 15 
miles in length. The line was afterwards abandoned by the 
Transit Company, and, so far as is known, nothing was done 
toward the system until the year 1876. In this year the 
Nicaraguan Government employed a Costa Rican to commence 
the construction of a national line. During this year 190 miles of 
telegraph were erected and offices opened for the transaction of 
business in the principal cities. 

The line during the year 1879 was extended to Jinotepe, a 
distance of 12 miles, and communication established between 
Somotillo and Choluteca. On the 24th of June 1880 the port of 
San Juan del Sur was connected with Liberia, Costa Rica uniting 
the lines on the frontiers of the two Republics. 

The line was re-organised in the latter part of the year 1880. 
An extension was made into the gold-mining district of Chontales. 
The frontiers of Nicaragua and Honduras were united in 1882 by 
the construction of a line between Ocotal and Paraiso. 

It being found that the business of the country could not be 
properly transacted by the line then in operation, the Government 
erected a second line between Granada, Masaya, and Leon, these 
being the principal business centres of the Republic. During the 
year 1882 an office was opened at San Juan del Sur by the 
Submarine Cable Company. The year 1886 witnessed the 
introduction of the telephone system between Acoyapa and San 
Obaldo, the length of the line being 15 miles. As the country 
was steadily growing in population and commerce, it became 
necessary to extend the telegraph system, and in 1887 the line was 
extended to Managua, Masaya, and Granada, a distance of 33 
miles. Another line was added in 1888 between Mometombo 
and Leon. The total number of miles of telegraph lines erected 
during the year 1889 was 334; telephone lines built for same 
period were 56 miles. 

Since 1888, 250 miles have been built at a cost of 38,434°80 
dols. The line has also been prolonged from San Carlos, at the 
junction of Lake Nicaragua and the San Juan River, to Castillo, 
on the same river, a distance of 45 miles. This extension was 
made necessary on account of the location of a Custom house at 
the latter point. Here the national line joins that of the Canal 
Construction Company, which extends to San Juan del Norte, on 
the Atlantic coast, a distance of 95 miles, and has seven offices on 
the route. 


Exports OF CEREALS FROM OYPRUS. 


A communication has been received from the Government of 
Cyprus transmitting a statement showing the exports of cereals 
from Cyprus during the 12 months ending 31st March 1891. 
From this statement it appears that the exports of wheat in 
the 12 montls reached 517,081 bushels, value 73,852l.; of 
barley, 952,195 bushels, value 68,755/.; of oats, 46,623 bushels, 
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value 2,860/.; and of vetches, 89,529 bushels, value 9,873/. 
The bulk of the wheat went to Italy and France (two-fifths each), 
of the barley to the United Kingdom and Spain (one-fourth and 
one-third respectively), of the oats to France (five-sixths), and of 
the vetches to France and Spain (one-third each). 


BEER AND WINE IN INDIA. 


The Calcutta Englishman says that, so far as the Customs 
returns may be taken in evidence, the consumption of malt liquor 
in India last year showed a decided falling off as compared with 
1889-90. In the course of 1890-91 some 730,000 gallons of ale, 
beer, and porter passed through the Calcutta Customs, as against 
over 880,000 in the preceding 12 months. The total for 1889-90 
was, indeed, the highest ever recorded, exceeding the figures 
for 1888-89 by nearly 100,000 gallons. It is suggested that 
the amount imported was considerably in excess of the year’s 
requirements, and that the balance was consumed in 1890-91, 
thus reducing the imports of the latter year. Bass’s beer con- 
tinues to decline, and although the decrease is not a heavy one, 
it shows that German beers are not as yet being displaced by 
the light English ale which is now competing with them. 
Coincident with the decline in the total imports of malt liquor, 
spirits show an increase of nearly 8} per cent. Wine, on the 
other hand, is almost stationary, and champagne shows a falling 
off of over 3,000 gallons. This does not necessarily indicate a 
decrease in general consumption. The supplies for Simla and 
other hill stations in Northern India now pass, it is thought, 
through Bombay. As compared with 10 years ago the relative 
consumption of wine shows, however, a remarkable diminution, 
In spite of the increase in the European population, the quantity 
imported is steadily falling. This, in the opinion of the collector 
of Customs, is due rather to a change of taste in the direction of 
whisky and Pilsener beer than to any general success of the 
total abstinence propaganda. The year 1890-91 saw, however, 
a very decided increase in one branch of the “wine” trade—the 
introduction of cheap German spirit coloured to resemble port, 
sherry, and other liquors. An attempt was made to check the 
import by charging these imitations with the higher duty as 
spirits, but the increase had no appreciable effect. In this con- 
nexion the collector experienced some difficulty in obtaining a 
definition of the term “wine.” On referring to the English law 
he found that wine means “all wine liable to duty of Customs, 
the foundation of which is the juice of the grape.” Since, how- 
ever, it was impossible to determine by chemical analysis whether 
real grape juice or the — materials of which grape juice 
consists were present in the liquor, and since even the slightest 


trace of these ingredients would constitute a “ foundation,” this 
definition was found to be of very little practical value. It is 
obvious that failing action of some kind, this trade in coloured 
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alcohol will increase with dangerous rapidity. In England cheap 
German spirit is responsible for half the evil wrought by the 
public-house in poor neighbourhoods. 


Inpian Tea Exports. 


The Calcutta Englishman says that in commenting on the 
export returns of Indian tea last year, the collector of sea 
Customs draws attention to a very noteworthy increase in the 
shipments to Australasia. It would seem that Indian tea has at 
last taken a firm hold on the Australian market, and although 
the competition of Ceylon in this quarter is likely to be severe, 
we may expect a very rapid growth in the exports from Calcutta 
during the next few years. In the case of America, there is little 
hope of any similar development. In spite of the eflorts which 
have been made, notably by the Tea Association in London, to 
push the sale of Indian tea in that country, the exports show a 
decided falling off, and it is probable that the Chinese product 
will hold its own on the North American continent for many 
years to come. A reduction of upwards of a quarter of a million 
pounds in the shipments to Bombay is probably to be accounted 
for by the rapid increase of exports from Ceylon. 


Tur or Britisy Inpta. 


A significant feature in the returns of the salt trade of India 
for the past year is the steadily increasing import of crushed salt 
from Hamburg, Aden, and the Sulkea Golahs. The Englishman 
of Calcutta says that in the course of three years the amount of 
Liverpool salt passing through the Calcutta Customs has decreased 
by about 17 per cent., while the Hamburg imports have increased 
by 700 per cent. In 1888 no salt was received from Aden or 
the Sulkea Golahs; in 1890 the import amounted to nearly a 
lakh and a half of maunds. In the opinion of the collector, the 
Hamburg salt, which is steadily winning a market, will eventually 
be displaced in its turn by the crushed kurkutch of Aden and 
Golab. At present, however, the chief difficulty with which both 
varieties of crushed salt have to contend in their competition 
with Liverpool is that of bulk. In the wholesale trade this 
difficulty does not arise, since salt is bought only by weight; but 
the native consumer is accustomed to purchase in small quantities 
and by measure, usually by the handful. Since Liverpool salt 
is bulk for bulk lighter than its rivals, the retailer can afford to 
give a larger handful; and some time must elapse before the 
consumer can be brought to see that a small handful of kurkutch 
is equivalent in salting property to a considerably greater measure 
of the Liverpool product. The rapid introduction of kurkutch 
is due to the fact that the dealer can afford at present prices to 
undersell the lighter variety, not oniy weight for weight, but bulk 
for bulk. 
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Inp1an Rattway DEVELOPMENT. 


A communication, dated the 13th May, has been received from 
the Public Works Department of the Government of India, 
intimating that the Delhi-Umballa-Kalka railway was opened 
throughout for public traffic on the 1st March last. The length 
of the line is 162} miles. 


Imports AND Exports IN CALCUTTA. 


In the statistics of the foreign trade of Calcutta last year, it is 
noteworthy, writes the Calcutta Englishman, that, with the 
exception of dutiable goods, the increase in the valne of importa- 
tions has been general. The total of 366 lakhs is, indeed, the 
highest yet recorded. The decline in exports took place under 
free produce, which contracted by over 8 per cent.; while the 
export of dutiable produce, on the other hand, increased by 
about 20 per cent. The decrease in exports of Indian produce, 
though partly due to a falling off in some of the items of produce, 
is attributed in great measure to a reduction in average price. 
Of imports, cotton manufactures are still the most important, 
heading the list with 124 crores, an increase of more than 42 lakhs 
over the previous year. Metals account for over 2 crores, 
woollen stuffs for 75 lakhs, and machinery for 81 Jakhs. In 
exports, raw jute comes first with 64 crores, vpium next with 
6 crores, and tea third, with 5 crores. In comparing these 
figures with those of previous years, it is necessary, however, to 
make allowance in all cases for fluctuation in market prices. In 
some cases it will be found that, although the total money 
value has increased, the bulk of the trade shows a decided 
diminution. 


JUTE Exprorts FROM CALCUTTA. 


The following note is extracted from the Caleutta Englishman 
(mail edition) of the 26th May -— 

Exports of raw jute from Calcutta last year were by far the 
highest yet recorded. The total exceeded 104 million ewt., an 
increase of nearly two million ewt. over the exports of 1889. In 
spite, however, of this enormous growth in the volume of trade, 
the total declared value was about 80 lakhs lower, amounting to 
less than 64 crores of rupees. There was a slight decline in 
shipments to the United Kingdom, due to a diversion of exports 
direct to the Continent. Exports to Germany have meanwhile 
nearly doubled, owing, it is thought, to the development of the 
manufacturing industry in that country. 
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New FIe.ps FoR THE CULTIVATION OF COFFEE. 


The Ceylon Observer, in an article under the above heading, 
has the following :— 

It may be presumed that the very limited supply of coffee 
which Ceylon as well as Southern India and Java are now able 
to export, aftords a very strong stimulus for the search for other 
lands which may present a prospect of its successful cultivation. 
Added to this inducement, there is, of course, the high price which 
our former staple now commands in the London market, and both 
of these causes combined may readily account for the desire to 
find suitable land even in such distant and, in some respects, 
difficult localities as the slopes of the Andcs. Mr. J. L. Shand’s 
name has received frequent mention of late as being among those 
who have become prominently associated with this endeavour. 
His venture in Borneo is made in a field which is not entirely new. 
In this respect it differs materially from that as to which he has 
at all events been consulted, the endeavour to find an opening in 
the more inaccessible regions of Peru. It appears that the 
Government of that South American Republic has failed to meet 
its engagments to its bondholders, as so many other of the South 
American Republics have done. In order to save a national 
bankruptcy, it has handed over certain lands and privileges as a 
quid pro quo for the indebtedness it is unable otherwise to meet. 

Whether the exploration now about to be undertaken and in 
connexion with which Mr. Clark of our Peradeniya Botanical 
Gardens is to give his services, will result in all that is hoped for, 
remains yet to be ascertained. Bnt even if it should be the 
result of the expedition that land suitable for coffee can be found, 
a very serious obstacle to its development must be presented by 
the evil repute into which the events of the last few years have 
brought the Government of South America. A very large amount 
of capital will be required, and several years of patient waiting 
must pass before returns can be expected by those who may be 
disposed to invest. It is probably intended to employ Chinese 
labour, but then how much farther away is South America than 
North Borneo from the Chinese coast. It will be, to say the 
least, questionable if capital can be raised as readily for cultivation 
upon the slopes of Andes as for the enterprise in British North 
Borneo. 

But there is a further point to be considered with reference to 
coffee-crowing in Peru. Hitherto, South American coffee has 
failed to achieve any position in our home markets at a!l approach- 
ing that to which the growth of Ceylon and India has attained. 
Whether this nay be due to some defect in the climate of those 
vast regions, or whether the fact is to be attributed to the less 
careful preparation given to the berry, it remains that as yet South 
American coffee has failed to become a successful competitor 
with the highly valued product of Ceylon. With reference to the 
venture to be made in North Borneo, it is known that that country 
can and does grow coffee of high quality, and there can be little 
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doubt that, should ever our own remaining fields once again 
resume their former prolific character, the export from Borneo 
will be found to be a serious competitor. But under all present 
conditions, and as far as may be foreseen, there is but little 
prospect of such a recrudescence of coffee growing in the island, 
at all events for a good many years to come. We can therefore 
well afford to regard with equanimity these fresh endeavours 
to enter into competition with Ceylon coffee, and to wish them 
every possible success, though many much doubt a large measure 
being attained in Peru. 


LaBuan COAL. 


The London and China Telegraph for the 8th June quotes from 
a Straits paper some interesting details concerning the steam- 
making qualities of Labuan coal, a quantity of which was taken for 
trial by the French mail steamer “ Melbourne.” About the second 
or third day out Labuan coal was burned, and it was observed 
that the revolutions of the engine dropped four per minute under 
the number given by Welsh coal. On the following day coal was 
burned in the proportions of one-third Labuan and two-thirds 
Cardiff. This gave a better result. During the following days 
Labuan coal and Cardiff coal was burned in the same proportion 
of half-and-half, and the same number of revolutions were ob- 
tained per minute as that obtained by burning Cardiff coal 
entirely. The increase in consumption produced by burning half- 
and-half Labuan and Cardiff was between 3 and 4 per cent, only. 

Captain Vimont of the “ Melbourne ” declares that he is much 
pleased with the result. The success of this experiment should 
serve to encourage the more general use of Labuan coal in 
combination with Cardiff. 


Mininc DEVELOPMENT IN Britisn COLUMBIA. 


The Canadian Mining Review says that the British Columbia 
Legislature is ever active in advancing the mining interests of the 
province. It has appointed a committee to devise ways and mcans 
to promote mineral development ; it has appropriated 36,000 dols. 
for the construction of roads and bridges in the West Kootenay 
district ; the 5 per cent. royalty clause in the “ Act in aid of 
certain railways” kas been repealed by it, and charters have been 
granted for a railway from Fort Sheppard, on the Columbia 
River, to Nelson, and for one through Crow’s Nest Pass to the 
same <estination. Moreover, aid has been given to the erection 
of reduction works, and assistance is always forthcoming to any 
scheme for the material advancement of the welfare of the 
industry. The Coal Mines Regulation Act has been recently 
amended in its relation to the’employment of Chinese labour, 
and is now much more severe, imposing a fine of not more than 
5 dols. for each day of employment in contravention of the 
provisions of this section, both upon the employer and Chinaman, 
and in actions the burden of proof is thrown upon the defendants. 
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Tae Inpustry oF BritisH GUIANA. 


In an article oa the gold industry of British Guiana, the 
Demerara Argosy for May 30th has the following :— 

The report of the special magistrate, Essequebo River district, 
for the year 1890-91 (the Government year ending in March), 
gives some interesting figures regarding the gold industry, whic, 
so far, has been confined to the large rivers that converge at 
Bartica, if we except the parcels that have been found in the 
Demerara and Barama. The total amount of gold entered at 
Kalacoon station was 4,500 lbs., of which 3,999 lbs. came from the 
Essequebo, in which is included the Potaro. In the previous 
year—1889-90—the Essequebo was only known to gold diggers 
and nothing more, for their attention had been confined almost 
exclusively to the Cuyuni and Puruni, where the largest piacers 
were at work, and where, according to popular clamour, the rail- 
way “to open up the interior” was must needed. Mr. McTurk, 
in his report, gives a comparative table of the returns from the 
chief centres of the gold industry for the two years 1889-90 and 
1890-91, and they are very suggestive. In the former year, the 
Cuyuni paid royalty on 1,201 Ibs. the Puruni on 496 lbs., and 
the Essequebo on 377 lbs. In the following year, that is, the one 
covered by the report, the Cuyuni paid upon 331 Ibs., the Puruni on 
154 lbs., and the Essequebo on 3,999 lbs. The news of the first 
lucky find on a tributary of the E:sequebo soon drew the prospectors 
in that direction in crowds, and the result has been the discovery of 
some very rich placers, which are rendering their owners a magnifi- 
cent return. How long the Exsequebo will remain in the front 
position it is impossible to say. Mr. MeTurk says that the gold from 
the Essequebo is not equal in purity to that obtained in the Puruni, 
Cuyuni, and more north-western parts of the colony ; but, although 
the difference is wide enough to suggest a compar'son, the standard 
of the Essequebo gold is high enough to please the most ardent 
gold-digger. The largest amount of gold brought down at any 
time by any single company or individual, was in the month of 
May last year («uoting the report) “by Messrs. Jacobs, Carreiro, 
“ and Rosa, from their placer in the Omai creek, Essequebo 
“ river, viz., 206 lbs. 40zs. 4dwt.” The same company get from 
this placer from 80 to 100 lbs. of gold per month, which they melt 
on the spot in ingots, and send to town—this being, so far as we 
have heard, the only placer where the gold undergoes any pre- 
paration befure being despatched. We notice that several quartz 
concessions have been taken out on the Essequebo, but the 
reporter says that, though gold has been found in the quartz, “ the 
“ veins have been small and, althongh sometimes rich, not of 
“ sufficient extent to make it profitable to erect machinery to 
“ crush the quartz.” It is a subject of considerable regret that 
as yet no quartz mining has been found practicable, for until this 
kind of mining supersedes placer mining, the gold industry of the 
colony will be a very precarious prop for the Government and the 
people to depend upon. 
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Tue Rep Gum Forests or AUSTRALIA. 


The following is extracted from the Sydney Morning Herald of 
the 2nd May :— 

A considerable amount of attention is being paid to the valuable 
red gum forests on the Murray river flats. These forest reserves 
are extensive and to a large extend include the red gumn-growing 
area of the colony. For many years back they have been the 
source of a timber supply to both Victoria and South Australia, 
where the wood has been largely used for railway sleepers, from 
which a considerable amount of revenue has been received. 
Recently the Director-General of Forests visited the Murray 
district and thoroughly inspected the whole of the reserves: 
situated in the counties of Cadili, 82,075 acres; Hume, 5,000 
acres; Townsend 79,192 acres ; and Wahool, 77,543 acres, making 
in all a total of about 250,000 acres, extending from Albury to 
below Mosma. Mr. J. Ednie Brown was agreeably surprised to 
find a large number of matured trees, the timber of which is 
available for market. There is not, however, a large demand for 
red gum in the colony of New South Wales, as the railway 
authorities prefer ironbark slabs for railway sleepers. In Victoria 
and South Anstralia, on the contrary, the authorities stipulate in 
all contracts for railway construction that red gum sleepers must 
be used. The same wood is also largely utilised in the southern 
colonies ia the construction of wharves, jetties, and other perma- 
nent public works. Perhaps the most pleasing feature in 
connexion with these Murray forest reserves is that over nearly 
the whole area there is a prolific growth of saplings, which have 
sprung up during the last eight or twelve years. In many places 
these young trees are so thick in the ground that it is impossible 
to ride through the scrub. These saplings are strong, of healthy 
growth, very straight in the trunk, and to a large extent branch- 
less, except at the top. That these saplings should replace the 
original trees is merely a matter of practical application. Recog- 
nising this fact, the department, in the course of the past three 
weeks, has set to work over 60 men to thin out and otherwise 
properly and systematically attend to these trees. This large 
number of men is necessary because the work of thinning out, to 
be effective, must be performed expeditiously and completed 
before the next floods come down the Murray river. Floods 
would enforce a discontinuance of operations, therefore the thin- 
ning must be completed within the next two months. The vote 
for this kind of work was passed by Parliament last session. The 
thinning of all the reserves will occupy at least seven or eight 
years, but the results, according to present anticipations, will be 
ultimately of enormous benefit to the State. 


CENSUS STATISTICS OF AUSTRALIA. 


Speaking of the recent census of Australia, the Melbourne 
Argus says that the returns with regard to all the capital cities of 
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Australia and Tasmania have been issued. The totals, which, 
however, have still to be revised, are :—-Melbourne, 489,185; 
Sydney, 386,400 ; Adelaide, 133,000 ; Brisbane, 55,959; Hobart, 
24,884; Launceston, 17,258; Perth, 9615. The increase in 
Melbourne in the past decade has been at the rate of about 130 
per cent., that of Sydney about 70, and the other per-centages 
of growth vary down to about 29 per cent. in the case of Hobart. 
A number of cities in Victoria will be found to rank above the 
three last-named in the forgoing list as regards their numbers of 
inhabitants, including South Melbourne, 41,510 ; Ballarat, 41,488 ; 
Prahran, 39,765; Richmond, 38,865; Collingwood, 34,986 ; 
Fitzroy, 32,333; Bendigo, 26,735; while no fewer than 17 
separate divisions of the metropolitan area now show populations 
of upwards of 10,000 each. 


ASBESTOS DISCOVERY IN VICTORIA. 


A new and very valuable mineral discovery has lately been 
made at Broken Hill. At the office of Messrs. Johnson and 
Messent (says the Adelaide Advertiser of the 15th May) may be 
seen a number of splendid samples of asbestos of quality superior 
to anything yet recorded in Australia. The locality of the 
discovery is Red Hill, about nine miles easterly from Broken Hill, 
in the Rockwell paddock, where for a long time past Mr. R. 
Hinspeter has been prospecting on the side of a hill, in which 
asbestiform rock was known to exist, and lately he struck a large 
vein of true amianthus, as the true Italian variety of this valuable 
mineral is called. The specimens on view are of great length, one 
being as much as 28 ins., and the staple ranges from a striated 
salmon-tinted variety known as picrolite from near the surface, 
to a beautiful snow-white flossy fibre of a considerable length and 
good tensile strength, taken from the shallow depth of 20 ft., 
while the material is now improving rapidly every foot. On the 
top of the hill veins of coarse crysotile, the Canadian variety, are 
found in a ferruginous gangue of what appears to be chromic iron. 
Lower down a strong vein has been opened, while to the eastward 
is the deposit of amianthus, which seems of considerable extent. 
Stains of green carbonate of copper are plentiful, and both silver 
and gold in small quantities have been found on the property, a 
not unfrequent occurrence in asbestos country. When it is 
understood that asbestos, for which there is an almost unlimited 
market in Europe and America, is worth up to 701. per ton, it will 
be seen that Mr. Hinspeter’s discovery is one which will probably 
lead to the development of a new and profitable mining industry 
on our border, by which South Australia must benefit. At 
Gundagai, New South Wales, crysotile is being probably worked 
by the Australian Asbestos Manufacturing Company ; while at 
Broken Hill there is a market for picrolite, which is used for 
covering steam pipes, the asbestos clay being valuable in the 
making of fire-bricks. 
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Raitway Trarric Earninas New South WALES. 


In a communication to the Board of Trade dated the 16th June, 
the Secretary to the New South Wales Government Agency 
forwards a statement of the railway and tramway revenue of 
New South Wales for the month and three months ended 31st 
March last. 

According to this statement the earnings of the railways in 
March last amounted to 239,504/, as against 183,699/. for the 
corresponding month in 1890. In the three months the aggregate 
earnings were 741,134/, as against 614,772/. in 1890. The length 
of railway line open at the end of March 1891 was:2,182, being 
the same as in Marck 1890. 

As regards the tramways the receipts for the month ot March 
1891 amounted to 27,309, as compared with 22,5321. for the 
corresponding month of 1890. The aggregate receipts fur the 
three months were 77,3071, as compared with 66,7662. Length 
of line open in 1891, 424 miles ; in 1890, 39} miles. 


REVENUE RETURNS OF THE CAPE OF Goop Hope. 


A communication, dated the 16th June, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copies 
of comparative statements from which it appears that the revenue 
(unaudited) received in the month of April last amounted to 
409,414/, showing a net decrease of 19,240/. on the amount for 
the corresponding month of 1890. For the ten months ended April 
1891 the revenue was 3,430,424/, the net decrease on the corre- 
sponding amount in 1890 being 265,025/. 


Raritway Trarric EARNINGS IN CoLoNy. 


A communication, dated the 29th June, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting copy 
of a comparative statement, from which it appears that the traffic 
earnings on Cape Government railways during the month of 
April 1891 amounted to 162,565/, a3 against 181,498/. for the 
corresponding month in 1890. For the four months ended April 
the traffic earnings aggregated 599,018/, as ageinst 726,717/. for 
the corresponding period of the previous year. 
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XII—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford—A monthly meeting of the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th June, Mr. C. J. J. Hoffmann 
in the chair. A communication had been received from the 
Plymouth Chamber, asking for support to a memorial to the 
Premier of the Cape Colony, praying that the mail steamers’ call 
at Lisbon may be discontinued, and that the mails may be 
embarked and landed at Plymouth. The president remarked that 
the matter did not much affect Bradford, so long as merchants 
were not obliged to write letters for the Cape mails on a busy day 
like Thursday. 

Some correspondence had taken place between the Chamber 
and the Foreign Office in reference to Austrian duties on worsted 
yarns. On the 23rd May a letter was sent to Lord Salisbury, 
“in view of the negotiations which would probably take place in 
* connexion with the approaching revision of the Austrian 
** Customs tariff,” calling his Lordship’s attention to an anomaly 
in the duties now levied by the Austrian Government on certain 
worsted yarns made in the Bradford district, and pointing out that 
“ the unduly high duties on the coarser numbers undoubtedly 
“ tend to restrict the trade in such yarns.” The reply received from 
the Foreign Office, dated 11th June, stated that Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Vienna is of opinion that no practical result would 
be obtained by making any representation on the subject. It did 
not appear that any revision of the tariff is in contemplation. A 
tariff treaty had been concluded with Germany, but although its 
provisions would be kept secret until November, it was probable 
that in many cases the Austrian duties have been assimilated to 
those in force in Germany, especially in regard to textiles. In 
that case British trade, which enjoys most favoured-nation 
treatment, would secure those advantages. But these negotiations 
would not afford any opportunity for the modification of items in 
the general tariff’ There was also another possibility of the 
duties on worsted yarns being reduced. Negotiations founded on 
the German treaty were in progress with Switzerland, which 
country exported annually to Austria worsted yarn to a value of 
about 45,000/.; Switzerland might have, but Great Britain had 
not, a compensation to offer to ensure the reduction of the 
duties, Finally, it was pointed out that in consequence of the 
state of transition which must exist until the publication in the 
autumn of the treaty with Germany, it was improbable that any 
action taken by Her Majesty’s Embassy, with a view to the 
removal of the anomaly in the classification of yarns, would meet 
with the support of Austrian manufacturers. 
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Bristol—A monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 24th June, Mr. J. R. Ben- 
nett in thechair. The subjects under consideration comprised the 
following :—Bristol Channel port statistics, the Irish mail, 
autumnal meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, 
postal regulations, commercial bills before Parliament, Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, Rating of Machinery Bill, &. The 
president reported that he had been in correspondence with 
the Foreign Office in reference to the desirability of appointing an 
additional Commercial Attaché on the Continent, but the proposal 
did not meet with the approval of the Foreign Office. 


_ Dundee—The quarterly meeting of the Dundee Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 25th June, Mr. R. G. Kennedy in the 
chair. The chairman, in moving the adoption of the minutes, said 
there had been no burning question before the Chamber during the 
last quarter. He then referred to the Roumanian Customs tariff, 
the question of half-timers, a commercial agency at Frankfort-on- 
the-Maine, and the state of trade of Dundee. 


Glasgow.—A monthly meeting of the directors of the Glasgow 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 8th June, Mr. David 
Bannerman in the chair. 

The minutes of the Home Affairs Committee stated that the 
committee had resolved to recommend that communicatiun from 
the London Chamber of Commerce in regard to bills of lading 
should be allowed to lie on the table, and that a reply should be 
sent to the effect that, failing an understanding being come to 
between shippers and shipowners in regard to the adoption of a 
uniform bill of lading, based on equitable principles, the only 
course to be adopted would be that Parliament should be urged to 
legislate on the subject. The committee further 1ecommended 


the directors to petition in favour of the Boilers Registration 
Bill. 


Leeds.—A meeting of the council of the Leeds Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th June, Mr. W. Beckworth in the 
chair. The secretary read a letter which had been received from 
the British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey, calling attention tc 
fresh difficulties imposed by the Turkish authorities in respect of 
trade vid Trezibond and Erzeroum. The matter, it was pointed 
out, chiefly concerned the manufacturing districts of the North of 
England, inasmuch as the trade would be diverted to Russian 
manufacturing centres unless Turkey was brought to a sense of 
her responsibility as an international highway of trade. The 
British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey had written to Sir J. 
Henry Faweett, Consul-General and Judge at Constantinople, 
and from this document it appeared that the only route available 
for the transport ef goods to North Persia is that vid Trebizond 
and Erzeroum, the other route vid Batoum and Tiflis being 
absolutely closed by the Russians, who are making desperate efforts 
to secure this trade for themselves. Up to 1887 the system was 
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to send goods from Trebizond subject to the exporting merchants 
giving a guarantee for the duties in case of smuggling, and to 
verification of the goods on entering Erzeroum, a civilised town 
with proper facilities. But the Turks, on the plea that smuggling 
might take place between Erzeroum and the Turko-Persian 
frontier, then insisted on a place called Kizil-Dizi becoming the 
centre of verification. There is great objection to this place being 
used for the purpose, hecause it is exposed to brigandage on a 
large scale, and is a desert spot, absolutely unprovided with any 
accommodation er food for man or beast. Custom house opera- 
tions, it is asserted, cannot be carried out there with any degree 
of correctness or convenience. As a means of remedying the 
state of things it is proposed to call upon the Turkish Custom 
house to remit the fines they have imposed upon merchants for 
so-called smuggling on their providing official declarations of the 
Persian Custom house that the goods reported missing had passed 
the Persian frontier, or on their showing that they were lost in 
transit, to the detriment of the merchant. It is also imperatively 
necessary that verification of the goods should take place not at 
Kizil-Dizi, but at some more civilised town, where brigands might 
not exercise terror, and where there would be better shelter and 
accommodation for verification. The council regarded it as a 
matter of importance, and decided to support the British Chamber 
of Commerce of Turkey in their endeavours ‘to obtain rore 
favourable conditions for trade with Persia. Mr. Inchbold stated 
that the trade with Persia amounted to about 1,250,000/. sterling 
per annum. 


Leicester —The annual meeting of the Leicester Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th June, when the annual report, 
which dealt with the various subjects discussed by the Chamber 
during the past year, was presented. The chairman, referring to 
the rejection of the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire 
Railway Bill moved a resolution, which was adopted unanimously 
without discussion, expressing regret. 


Liverpool_—The monthly meeting of the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th June, Mr. Henry Coke in the 
chair. 

From the proceedings of the General Trade Committee it 
appeared that the Board of Trade.in reply to the suggestion made 
that “alphabetical indexes to the words forming the essential or 
“ material feature of trade marks, as advocated in the several 
“ classes, should be printed and distributed to Chambers of Com- 
** merce and public libraries,” state that alphabetical indexes in 
manuscript have existed for some time in the Patent Office fur the 
use of official searching ; that these vary from week to week ; that 
now duplicate copies are being prepared for the use of the public, 
but that the Board thinks the printing of them, besides being 
expensive, would be of doutful utility. 

Letters had been received from the Foreign Office stating that 
the treaty with Portugal respecting the Indian possessions of the 
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two countries, known as the Goa treaty, will terminate on the 
14th January 1892; that the convention for the extradition of 
criminals will terminate at the same time; and that the treaty 
respecting money, weights and measures, signed at Calcutta in 
1880, will terminate on the 4th February 1892. 

The other subjects under discussion comprised West Indian 
mails, Companies Act (1862) Amendment Bill, adulteration of 
East India cotton, railway and canal traffic (rebate to traders 
with sidings), and bills of lading reform. 


Manchester.—An ordinary monthly meeting of the directors of 
this Chamber was held on Wednesday, 24th June, Mr. J. Thewlis 
Johnson, the vice-president, occupying the chair. 

In reply to a letter from the Chamber urging the establishment 
of Zanzibar as a free port, with a view to preserving the transit 
trade with the East African mainland, which is suffering from the 
Customs duties levied in German East Africa, a communication 
had been received stating that the question was engaging the 
careful consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

A representation has been made to the Trade and Treaties 
Committee of the Board of Trade with regard to the injury 
which would be inflicted upon the export of grey cotton goods to 
Switzerland which are printed or dyed there, and afterwards 
re-exported, if the proposed new Swiss tariff were adopted. An 
answer was read from the secretary of that committee stating 
that the proposed new tariff had been framed as a “ general ” and 
not as a “ conventional ” tariff, aud that modifications are likely 
to be made therein should treaties be hereafter negotiated by 
Switzerland. 

Voluminous correspondence had been received from the British 
Chamber of Commerce at Constantinople, with reference to the 
difficulties imposed by the Turkish officials upon the Anglo-Persian 
transit trade vid Northern Turkey, and expressing the opinion 
that the obstacles referred to are needless and that they threaten 
to extinguish this trade. 

A translation of an important circular letter addressed to the 
Chambers of Commerce representing the textile industries of 
Austria and Germany advocating the adoption on the Continent 
of the French or metric system of notation of cotton yarns was 
laid before the Beard. 

Among other subjects discussed by the Chamber were the 
minutes of proceedings, election of officers, making-up and 
marking of bleached cotton piece-goods, indices of trade marks, 
trade of Lagos with the African mainland, and the revised rules 
of the tribunal of arbitration, which will be submitted for adoption 
at the next general quarterly meeting of the Chamber. 


Middlesbrough—A meeting of the council of the Middlesbrough 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 25th June, Mr. J. G. 
Swan in the chair. A communication was read from the Antwerp 
Chamber of Commerce, asising the support of the Middlesbrough 
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Chamber in their recommendation that in future only two nego- 
tiable copies of each bill of lading shall be issued, and that all 
copies required for captains, consuls, Customs, shippers, &c. shall 
be marked as copies only. As at a meeting of the Associated 
Chambers it was decided that only one negotiable bill was abso- 
lutely necessary, and this being the view of the Chamber, it was 
decided by the Middlesbrough Chamber to reply that they favoured 
the issue of one bill instead of two or more. A communication 
was read from the Board of Trade respecting the patent laws, 
and among the statements made there was one which is not 
generally known. It was stated that, “though it is a fact that 
** neither a foreigner nor a British subject holding a British patent 
* is required to work the same in the United Kingdom, yet under 
* section 22 of the Patents, &c. Act, 1883, a wide power is vested 
* in the Board of Trade of ordering the patentee to grant licences 
“ when the patent is not being so worked.” It was decidedj to 
communicate further with the Board of Trade on this important 
statement. 


North Staffordshire—A meeting of the North Staffordshire 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 17th June, Mr. W. M. 
Edge in the chair. Among other questions under discussion was 
one relating to Sir Smith Child’s scheme for promoting instruction 
in continental languages. 


Sheffield.—A meeting of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 22nd June, Mr. C. Belk in the chair. The 
subject of the rejection of the Mancliester, Sheffield, and Lincoln- 
shire Extension Bill by Mr. Woodall’s committee in the House of 
Commons was considered by the Chamber, and great surprise was 
expressed at what had occurred. 

It was proposed by Sir William Leng, seconded by Mr. T. E. 
Atkin, and carried, “That the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce 
“ and Manufactures view with great surprise and regret the 
“ decision of the Select Committee presided over by Mr. Woodall, 
“ that the preamble of the Bill promoted by the Manchester 
“ Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway Company for the extension 
“ of their system to London was not proved. Having regard to 
** the importance of the line both in their own district and in the 
* district through which it passes to London, the Chamber are of 
‘* opinion that the line would be a great public convenience.” 

The other questions under discussion comprised the French 
tariff, the Factories and Workshops Bill, the postage of news- 
papers, and the Italian National Exhibition at Palermo. 


Walsall and District A meeting of the Walsall and District 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 22nd June, Mr. J. W. 
Chesterton inthe chair. The secretary reported that in accordance 
with instructions he had written to the British Consul to ask what 
his terms would be for undertaking the commercial agency at 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine, and had received a reply from that 
gentleman, stating that as soon as he was in the possession of the 


July 1891.) RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 87 


decisions of Chambers of Commerce with which he had communi- 
cated, he would let the Walsall Chamber know the nature of the 
terms. In the meanwhile it would afford him pleasure to place 
his services at the disposal of any member of that Chamber that 
might desire information from Frankfort or district. 

Among the subjects under discussion were the following :— 
Railway rates, post office writing accommodation, and the Cape 
and West Indian mails. 


XIV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 


1. Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the Year 1890. (C—6380.) Price 3s. 1d. 


This is the annual statement prepared by the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade. It shows the number, 
tonnage, and nationality of vessels engaged in the foreign, colonial, 
and coasting trade which entered and cleared during the year 
1890. Similar tables are given, showing the same information by 
ports, also the number and tonnage of vessels employed in the 
home and foreign trades and also in fishing ; together with tables 
showing the number and tonnage of vessels built at each port 
during the year. Comparative tables are also given, which show 
the like information, but in a mote condensed form, for each year 
from 1886 to 1890 inclusive. 


2. Twenty-first Annual Report of the Deputy Master of the 
Mint, 1890. (C—6361.) Price 8d. 


In submitting the present report the Deputy Master of the 
Mint remarks that in view of the very large issues of silver and 
bronze coin which were made during the preceding year, the 
demand for these coins during the year 1890 has been remarkable, 
as will be seen from the following table, showing the amounts of 
Imperial gold, silver, and bronze coin issued in the years 1889 
and 1890 respectively, and the average annual issues for the 
10 years to 1889 inclusive. 


| 
| Mean of 10 Years 
— 1890. 1889. 1080-80. 
| 
£ £ £ 

Gold - 7,680,156 7,500,700 2,229,365 
Silver - - 1,694,688 2,178,888 885,833 
Bronze - - - 90,285 66,950 47,220 
Total = - 9,465,129 9,746,538 3,162,418 
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The Deputy Master of the Mint adds that the gold coin issued 
comprised 1,121,600/. in half-sovereigns, the coinage of which had 
been practically suspended since 1885. The five-pounds and two- 
pound pieces issued in 1887 were sufficient to supply all demands 
’ for those coins, which are evidently not required for general 
circulation, and no application for them was received during the 
year. 


3. Statistical Abstract for the Principal and other Foreign 
Countries in each Year, from 1879 to 1888-89 (as far as the 
particulars can be stated). (C.—6285.) Price 1s, 2d. 


This is the seventeenth number of this abstract which is issued 
annually by the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade. 
It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation of the 
principal foreign countries down to the end of the year 1889. 
Statements are also given relating to the population, agriculture, 
railways, telegraphs, postal statistics, emigration and immigration, 
finance, coinage, mining production, fisheries, &c. of most of the 
principal countries of Europe and the United States of America, 
the information in each case being carried down to the most 
recent date for which it has been received by the Board of Trade 
from the official directors of the various Government Statistical 
Bureaux abroad or from the official publications issued under their 
directions. 


4. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return (A.) Com- 
parative Statement of Pauperism, April 1891. 130 (A. JIL). 
Price 2d. 


This is the usual monthly statement issued by the Lecal 
Government Board. It shows that the number of persons 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day in each week of 
the month of April was as follows:—First week, 669,755 ; 
second week, 670,586; third week, 669,838; fourth week, 
667,397 ; fifth week, 665,921. The number of paupers in receipt 
of relief, notwithstanding the increase in population, was con- 
siderably smaller than the number relieved in the corresponding 
month in any of the preceding years from 1857. 


5. United States Tariff. Return respecting the Customs Tariff 
of the United States, including a Tabular Statement comparing 
the Rates of Import Duty now levied with those which were 
in existence previous to the 1st October 1890, the “ McKinley 
Administrative Act” and other documents. (C.—6381.) Price 1s. 


This is a statement issued by the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade, showing in a comparative form the rates of 
import duty leviable under the present and the previous Customs 
teriffs of the United States. It contains also the remaining 
provisions of the Tariff Act of the 1st October 1890, in full, as 
well as the text of the McKinley Administrative Act of the 10th 
of June 1890, together with the regulations and Treasury instruc - 
tions to officers of Customs under the Act. 
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6. Reports from Her Majesty’s Consuls respecting the Working 
of Cargoes on Sundays in Foreign Ports, Part I. Europe. 
Commercial, No. 14 (1891). (C.—6369.) Price 24d. 


This return contains the replies received ty the Foreign 
Office in answer to a circular addressed to Her Majesty’s 
Consular officers at the principal European ports requiring a 
return of the regulations respecting the working of cargoes on 
Sundays. The return is presented in reply to an address of the 
House of Commons dated 3rd February 1891. It contains 
replies from the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, Roumania, 
Russia, Spain, Sweden, and Norway and ‘Turkey. 


7. Merchant Shipping, 1890. Tables showing the Progress of 
British Merchant Shipping. 269. Price 54d. 


This annual statement, which is issued by the Board of Trade, 
gives tables showing the tonnage of sailing and steam vessels 
entered and cleared under various conditions at ports in the 
United Kingdom in each of the years 1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, 
1880, and later years down to 1890. It also gives particulars 
relating to the mercantile marine of the United Kingdom and 
various foreign countries, together with the number and tonnage 
of vessels built, wrecks, not only of British vessels but also of 
vessels belonging to the principal maritime countries, the number 
of apprentices’ indentures enrolled, rates of seamen’s and engineers’ 
wages, persons employed at sea and proportion per 100 tons, 
analysis of the composition of crews in merchant vessels, together 
with details and miscellaneous information relating to the 
mercantile marioe for a series of years down to the end of the 
year 1890. 


8. Mines and Minerals. Mineral Statistics of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with the Isle of Man, for 
the Year 1890. (C.—6364.) Price 1s. 44d. 


This is a return prepared under the direction of the Home 
Office. In the introduction it is stated that the present volume 
contains an account of the quantity and value of all minerals 
wrought in mines, the value of all minerals obtained from open- 
works, brineworks, &c.; a table of the mines inspection districts, 
with the names and addresses of inspectors of mines, assistant 
inspectors, secretaries to boards for examinations, and the clerk 
of mineral statistics; also an appendix showing the production 
of minerals in the British colonies and possessions, 

The sources from which minerals are obtained in the United 
Kingdom are classed under three heads :— 

1. Mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act. 

2. Mines under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act. 

3. Openworks, brineworks, &c. which are not comprised by 
these Acts. 
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The introduction further states that an annual return is required 
to be sent from every mine to the inspector for the district 
specifying, under the Coal Mines Act, the quantity of minerals 
wrought during the year, and, under the Metalliferous Mines Act, 
the quantity of minerals dressed, and of the undressed minerals 
sold, treated, or used during the year. 

The statistics of minerals wrought from mines are prepared 
from these statutory returns. 

The statistics of minerals obtained from openworks, brine- 
works, &c., are prepared from information furnished to the 
inspectors of mines and to the Home Office, the total number of 
persons employed at openworks being taken from the census 
returns. 

The exports and imports of each of the principal minerals, 
furnished by the Board of Customs, are given after the tables of 
production, and in several cases information as to distribution, 
supplied by railway and navigation companies, is added. 

Lists of smelters of the principal metallic ores follow the 
export and import tables, and, in the case of iron, the make of pig- 
iron and the quantity of ore and coal used are given for each 
county, from statistics furnished to the Home Office by thie 
owners of blast furnaces. 

The general summary shows that coal, iron ore, and stone are 
the most important minerals worked in the United Kingdom. 

An appendix is added showing the production of minerals in 
the British colonies and possessions, compiled from official reports 
and other sources. 


9. Railways (Signal Arrangements and Systems of Working). 
Return by Railway Companies in the United Kingdom relative to 
(1) The Interlocking and Concentrating of Signal and Point 
Levers, &c., and to (2) The System or Systems upon which the 
Lines of Railway under their Control were Worked on 31st 
December 1890. (C.—6378.) Price 10d. 


This is a return prepared by the Board of Trade in pursuance 
of the Railway Regulation Act (Return of Signal Arrange- 
ments, Working, &c.), 1873. 

The return relates to the interlocking and concentrating of 
signal and point Jevers. It shows also the number, the proportion 
per cent. of interlocked signal and point levers in 1888 and 1889, 
and the increase in the per-centage interlocked in 1890. It shows 
also the system or systems upon which the lines of railway were 
worked on 3lst December 1890. A comparative statement is 
given showing the number of miles of double line open for 
passenger traffic, and the distance and proportion per cent. 
thereof worked on the absolute block system in 1889 and 1890, 
and the increase in the per-centage so worked in 1890. In the 
appendix is shown the progress made in block-working and signal 
arrangements during the year 1890, and the extent of such work 
intended to be undertaken during 1891. 
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10. General Post Office. Additional Articles to the Convention 
_ of the 7/12th of September 1881, between the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and the Kingdom of Sweden for an 
exchange of Post Office Money Orders. (C—6389.) Price 4d. 

The additional articles now added to the convention of the 
7/12th September 1881 provide for the distribution of the com- 
mission on the postal orders issued in this country and Sweden, 
and regulate the proportion that is to go to the Post Office of 
each country. 


11. Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives Abroad relative 
to the Recommendations of the Berlin Labour Conference, Com- 
mercial, No. 15 (1891). (C.—6371.) Price 44d. 

This return is presented to the House of Commons by command 
of Her Majesty in pursuance of an address of the Honourable 
House dated 4th June 1891. It contains the replies to a circular 
issued by the Foreign Office inquiring whether any legislation has 
taken place to carry out the recommendations of the Berlin 
Conference on the labour question, or on similar lines, and if so, 
the precise nature of the legislative action thus taken. 

The return now printed contains replies from the following 
countries :—France, Switzerland, Italy, Holland, Austria, Ger- 
many, Sweden and Norway, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, and 
Denmark. 


12. British and Foreign Spirits, Report 210. Price 1s. 54d. 


This is the report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons appointed to consider whether, on grounds of public 
health, it is desirable that certain classes of spirits, British and 
foreign, should be kept in bond for a definite period before they 
are allowed to pass into consumption, and to inquire into the 
system of blending British and foreign spirits in or out of bond, 
and into the propriety of applying the Sale of Food and Drugs 
Act and the Merchandise Marks Act to the case of British and 
foreign spirits and mixtures of British and foreign spirits, and 
also into the sale of ether as an intoxicant. 

The Committee in their present report, after reviewing the 
production and consumption of spirits, their distillation, together 
with their definition and classification, character and purity, state, 
with regard to the latter point, that they arranged with the 
Inland Revenue that about 50 samples of spirits should be col- 
lected from public-houses, shebeens, and fairs in various parts of 
the country, to ascertain whether adulterations of a pernicious 
character might be put into them by the retailer before being 
given out to the customers. It is pleasing to say that not a single 
case of such adulteration was found. ‘They varied greatly in 
strength, being from 14 to 30 under proof, but the spirit was 
normal. 

With regard to the blending of spirits, the Committee state that 
they do not recommend any increased restrictions on blending 
spirits. The trade has now assumed large proportions, and it is 
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the object of blending to meet the tastes and wants of the public, 
both in regard to quality and price. The addition of patent-still 
spirit, even when it contains a very small amount of by-products, 
may be viewed rather as a dilution than an adulteration, and, as 
in the case of the addition of water, is a legal act within the limits 
of strength regulating the sale of spirits. 

With regard to the bonding of spirits, the Committee state that 
their general conclusion from the evidence submitted is that com- 
pulsory bonding of all spirits for a certain period is unnecessary, 
and would harass trade. . 

- With regard to the effect of spirits on public health the Com- 
mittee is of opinion that as the public show a marked preference 
for old spirits, which the trade find more profitable, and as the 
practice has arisen of blending whiskies with patent spirits, to fit 
them for earlier consumption, it is not desirable to pass any 
compulsory law in regard to age, especially as the general feeling 
of the trade is that such an obligation would harass commerce 
and be an unfair burden on particular classes of spirits. 


13. Comparative Trade Statistics. Statistical Tables showing 
the Progress of British Trade and Production, 1854-90. In con- 
tinuation of Tables presented by the Board of Trade to the Royal 
Commission on Trade Depression. (C—6394.) Price 84d. 


This paper which is stated to be in continuation of C.—4621 of 
session 1886, carries the information given therein down to the 
most recent date. The information given relates to population 
and emigration, shipping and foreign trade, production of iron 
and other ores, railways and mercantile marine, profits and 
capital, money market, banking and currency statistics, statistics 
of prices and other miscellaneous statistics relating to the United 
Kingdom. Statistical tables are also given for a series of years 
relating to France, the United States of America, and Germany. 
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XV.— QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


DeEnMARK.—The Danish Government have issued a notice, 
dated May 2Ist, raising the quarantine against arrivals from the 
Persian Gulf, the Spanish ports of the Mediterranean, and 
Naples ; but the precautionary measures of inspection, prescribed 
by chapter II., section 1, of the Law of 2nd July 1880, against 
the introduction of contagious diseases into the kingdom, are still 
in force with regard to the following places, viz. :—Marseilles, 
Venice, all Egyptian ports, all Red Sea ports, all Japanese ports, 
all Syrian ports, Lisbon, and St. Petersburg. 

In consequence of the prevalence of yellow fever at Rio de 
Janeiro, the Danish Government have extended the stipulations 
contained in chapter IL., art. I. of the Law of July 2nd, 1880, to 
ships arriving from, or having communicated with, others coming 
from the port of Riode Janeiro. The usual prohibition is pre- 
scribed against the importation into Denmark of used linen, 
clothes, bedclothes (which are not passengers’ luggage), rags, 
wadding, teased wool, and refuse paper, and the disinfection of 
all passengers’ luggage coming from the infected ports is pre- 
scribed. The applications of the same provisions of the law in 
question to Venice has been withdrawn. 


PortuGAL.—Pernambuco is declared to be suspected of ye!low 
fever. 
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XVI—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Foreign TELEGRAMS. 


On and from the Ist July the rates for telegrams to many 
countries were reduced, as arranged at the International Con- 
ference held in Paris. Examples :—Austria from 4}d. to 3d. a 
word ; Hungary from 44d. to 3d. a word; Gibraltar from 54d. to 
4id. a word; Italy from 44d. to 3d.; Malta from 7d. to 6d.; 
Sweden from 5d. to 4d.; Norway from 4d. to 3}d.; Russia from 
64d. to 54d.; Portugal from 54d. to 4}d.; Spain from 44d. to 
4d.; Switzerland from 34d. to 3d.; Canary Islands from 1s. 7}d. 
to 10d.; Java from 6s. 10d. to 6s.; Singapore from 6s. 5d. to 
5s. 9d.; Penang from 5s. 7d. to 5s.; Senegal from 2s. 104d. to 
ls. 6d., and St. Paul de Loanda from 9s. to 8s. 7d. 

At the same time the fee for signalling ships at foreign sema- 
phore stations was reduced from 1s, 8d. to 10d. 


Parcet Post To CanapAa, MADEIRA, AND LABUAN. 


The following improvements in the parcel post to these places 
came into operation on the Ist vuly 1891. 


Canada.—The limit of weight for parcels exchanged with 
Canada is raised from 5 lbs. to 7 lbs. 
The postage is for each pound or fraction of a pound, 1s. 04d. 


Madeira.—Parcels for Madeira are transmitted by direct steamer 
instead of vid Lisbon, being thus accelerated very considerably. 
‘he parcel mails are made up in London every Saturday 
morning. 

The postage is for every parcel not exceeding 7 Ibs., 2s. 6d. 

No parcel for Madeira may exceed 2 ft. in any direction, or 
may contain a letter, tobacco, silver, money, plants, parts of the 
vine (except grapes without leaves). 


Labuan—The postage is reduced to the following rates : 
not exceeding 1 lb.,11d.; for every pound or fraction of a pound 
additional, 8d. 
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Maits FOR THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES AND New ZEALAND. 


Table showing the despatch from London of mails tor the 
Australian colonies and New Zealand during the third quarter 


of 1891. 


| | 
Despatched from ‘SpecialAddress 
Destination. Route. | London (Evening). | required. 


Victoria, New {| Vid Brindisi (or Naples) | Every Friday - | None. 

South Wales, | 

Queensland,* 4 
| Via San 
L 


South Australia, 
Francisco, 


Vid San Francisco -| Sat, {4% 
and Tasmania 5 


Sept. 
Western Australia | Vid Brindisi (or Naples) | Every Friday + | None, 


Via San Francisco Sat. } None. 
July 24 

New Zealand Vid Plymouth - - | Fri. Aug. 21 xone 
Sept. 18 


| | Vid Brindisi (or Naples)! Every Friday - | Vid Italy. 


* On the 17th and 31st of July, 14th and 28th of August, and 11th and 25th of 
September correspondence for places in the north of Queensland (Thursday Island, 
Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, Bowen, and Mackay) can be sent either by the direct 
route of Torres Straits or by way of Adelaide. If meant to go vid Adelaide on 
those days, such correspondence must be specially so addressed ; but correspondence 
for the South of Queensland is sent by the Adelaide route unless specially addressed 
otherwise. 


Marts For THE WEsT AND SoutH-West Coasts oF AFRICA. 


The following statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the West and South-West coasts 
of Africa during the remainder of the month of July 1891 :— 

Saturday, July 18th.— Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Forcados, Brass, 
Akassa, and Opobo. 

Wednesday, July 22nd.—Grand Canary, Kroo Coast, Accra, 
Bonny, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, 
Gaboon, St. Thomas, Loango, Black Point, Landana, Congo, 
Ambrizette, Kinsembo, Ambriz, and Loanda. 


Saturday, July 25th.—Grand Canary, Goree, Dakar, Bathurst, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Cape 
Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Accra, Addah, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, 
and New Calabar. 
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XVIL.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Fore1gn TRADE OF THE UNITED KiNGpom. 
StTaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the month and six months, ended 
30th JUNE 1891, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 18906. 
MONTH ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


i. Imports FROM FOREIGN Countries AND Britis Possesstons. 


| Month ended 
| 1891. | 1890. 
I. Animals living (for food) - - | 1,062,482 | 7,735,737 | _ 73,255 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free ~ - - - - | 18,354,112 | 11,709,613 1,644,499 _ 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able | 1,873,006 | 7,580,486 $42,520 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 209,842 | 257,285 47,445 
III. Metals - - - 2,195,346 2,031,964 163,382 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - - 59€,909 642,632 - 45,723 
V. Oils - - - - - 659,166 669,727 _ 10,555 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 6,493,954 5,418,848 1,075,106 _ 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures - 3,963,939 | 8,663,424 300,515 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - 5,285,320 | 5,052,737 282,583 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,111,061 | 7741044 337,017 
(B.) Parcel post - 44,987 39,804 5.183 
| 


TotalValue -  - “| 36,850,124 $2,926,995 | 8.928.829 


IJ. Exports or British IrRIsH Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ | £ £ 
I. Animals. living - - 77,034 56,439 | 20,595 

If. Articles of food and drink . - 872,314 818,207 54,107 - 
ILI. Raw materials - - - - 1,933,735 1,882,146 51,589 on 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 

vactured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 8,316,423 9,248,944 | 932,521 
(B.) Metals and articies manufactured | 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 4,225,594 8,775,311 450,283 - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,420,312 1,380,704 33,608 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 851,294 845,301 | 5,993 _ 
(E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - - 761,104 732,528 | 28,576 _- 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- H 
factured or partly manufactured - 2,886,133 2,718,670 | 167,463 _- 
(G.) Parcel post 90,456 68,567 21,889 
Total Value - - - | 21,434,899 | 27,532,817 | _ 98,418 
| 
III. Exrorts or Foreign COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
£ £ £ £ 
ctal Value - - - 4,612,759 5,106,549 = 493,790 
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I.—ForeignN Traps OF THE UniTED Kinapom—cont. 
Stx Montus ENDED 30TH JUNE. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign CouNTRIES AND British PossEssIons. 
Six Months ended 
30th June 
—_—- Increase. | Decrease. 
1891. 1890. 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 3,907,145 5,067,658 _ 1,160,513 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - . - = | 68,445,752 | 64,476,282 4,029,470 - 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - | 11,602,289 | 77,352,972 249,377 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 1,625,844 1,658,053 67,791 
Ill. Metals’ - | 11,525,496 | 77,709,517 184,015 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 4,542,787 4,884,284 _ 341,494 
V. Oils - - 3,394,288 3,148,629 245,659 = 
VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures | 50,791,447 | 48,864,496 2,426,951 = 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 17,135,908 | 17,658,784 422,276 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - | 82,886,418 | 82,779,646 266,767 _- 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 6,654,003 6,508,124 145,879 a 
(B.) Parcel post 280,168 238,982 41,186 
Total Value - | 212,291,540 | 206,926,758 5,364,782 


II. Exports or British AND Irish PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals living - - 270,141 836,405 66,264 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 4,776,662 4,902,870 - 126,208 
III. Raw materials - - - | 10,444,303 | 70,787,459 262,844 - 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 52,470,242 | 54,607,998 2,181,756 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - 21,439,329 | 22,489,597 - 1,050,262 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 7,873,937 7:97 4:197 100,260 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 5,241,092 5,418,123 - 177,031 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 4,616,380 4,488,288 178,142 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 16,436,659 | 76,748,446 311,787 
(G.) Parcel post - - - 497,507 464,088 32,869 
Total Value - - - = | 124,066,252 | 727,555,965 - 8,489,713 
III. Exports or ForeigN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
£ £ 
Total Value -| 31,782,717 | *32,979,770 1,137,053 


* Partly estimated. 


67789. 
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II.—Corn PRrIiczs. 


Return of the QuaNTITIES sOLD and AveRAGE Prices of BritisH 
Corn, Imperial Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th June 1891 - | 62,677 6 2,536 3 3,237 2 
7 -| 56,670 4 1,097 4 3,883 3 
” 20th » » ~| 48,343 1 724 2 4,077 5 
—— tee -| 42,998 5 2,587 5 2,780 5 
June 1891_- - - - | 209,915 0 6,945 6 13,978 7 
Corresponding month in 1890 - | 198,923 2 2475 3 19,5138 6 
a a 1889 - | 205,762 0 4836 5 10,810 2 
Average Prices 
s. a. 
Week ended 6th June 1891 - 40 5 28 8 21 1 
40 2 27 2 21 3 
20th 39 6 26 6 21 2 
27th ss, — 39 0 28 3 21 0 
June 1891 - 89 9 27 6 21 1 
May 1894 - - - 40 4 27 8 20 10 
April mn - = - 88 3 27 8 19 5 
March, 33 10 7 8 18 5 
February ,, 32 3 27 10 18 O 
January - - 32 8 28 6 17 9 
December 1890 - 32 3 28 6 17, 9 
November ,, - 32 3 29 17 
October, - 30 11 29 6 17 4 
September ,, 32 11 30 2 18 3 
August ,, 386 1 26 1 20 
July 33 8 24°41 19 7 
June 1890 - - - 32 8 25 4 19 9 
» 1889 - - : 28 6 21 6 18 8 
» 1888 34 6 24 11 17 1 
» 1887 = - ss 35 1 22 0 16 11 


i 
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1891. 


Return of the Numpers, NaTIoNALitTigs, and of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unitep Kinepom for Piacss out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th June 1891, and the Six 
Months ended 30th June 1890, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the previous Year. 


Cape 
British All 
United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. North other Total. 
States. Ameri asia, |Hopeand 
Natal. 


Month ended 30th June. 


English 6,946 1,950 1,073 634 398 11,001 10,778 


Scotch - + «| 1,463 325 192 24 47 2,051 4,978 
Irish 4,585 125 239 8 22 | 4,029 | 5,286 
Total of British} | | 2,400 | 1,508 | 686 | 467 | 17,981 | 78,082 
Foreigners - - 9,927 2,081 56 104 229 12,347 9,599 
Nationalities not 
Total -| 22871 | 4491 | 1,560 770 867 | 30,499 | 27,779 
Total for corre- 
ing 20651 | 4,058 | 14,547 880 698 | 27,779 - 
‘onth, 1890 - 
Six Months ended 30th June. 


English - + -+| 37,400 | 9,782 | 5,978 | 3,711 | 3,782 | 60,653 | 63,259 
Scotch- - =| 7,261 | 1,589 | 1,318 192 562 | 10,922 | 10,737 


Trish - - 88,703 718 1,301 55 599 36,376 84,614 


Total of mee | 78,364 | 12,089 8,597 3,958 4,943 | 107,951 | 708,070 


Foreigners - - | 49,752 7,004 200 572 1,899 58,927 49,669 
Nationalities not 1,448 1,443 1,293 
distinguished - 


Total - - | 128,116 19,093 8,797 4,530 7,785 | 168,321 | 758,972 
otal for corre- 


ng 117,836 18,578 9,598 6,294 6,606 | 158,972 _ 
lonths, 1890 - 


N orz.—The above fi being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
neue, ate subject to correction in the aval Returns. 


Total 
g 
4 
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IV.—ALIeEN 1891. 


SraTeMENT of the NumBer of Axrens arrived at Ports* in the Unirep 
Kiyepom from Continentat Ports during the Month ended 30th 
June 1891, and the Six Months ended 30th June 1891, compared 
with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALrENn Lists received by the Customs under Act 6, 
Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Other 
Gothenburg. | Hamburg. Continental Total, 
Ports. 
1891. vap| 1891. | 7890. | 1891. | 7890. | 1891. | 7890. 
Month ended 30th June. 
Aliens not stated to be en route to 
America: 
Arrived at London - : 148 158 | 1,458 | 7,253 884 280 | 1,990 | 7,697 
» Grimsby -| 265 | 216 63| 481! 4o7 
Leith - 74| 743| 204) 355) 278 | 1,098 
Pm Other ports - 92 77 338 794 | 1,122 | 7,054 | 1,552 | 4,325 


Total - - -| 240| 235] 2135] 258, | 1,926] 4.301 | 4,607 


Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby - -| — — | 1,118| 1476) 
Hartlepool West - = 774 780 774 780 
Hull - - 4,091) 2,776 | 1,555 | g08| 3,157 2,873 | 8,803 | 6,057 
leith - - -] — 334 87 | 1,448 87 
= 60; — 60; — 


Total - - | 4,091 | 2,776 | 4,556 | 2,087 | 3,914 | 2,754 | 12,561 | 7,877 


f ali oute 
we} 4,331 | 3,077 | 6,691 | 4,827 | 5,840] 4,506 | 16,862 | 72,388 


aliens not stated to be en route 


to America - - - 
Six Months ended 30th June. 
en route to 
Total No. - -| t— | 5,980] t— | 9,102) t~ [15,910] 


Aliens en route to America: 
{17,013} t— |16,496| t— | 19,668] t— t— 


aliens not stated to be en route 


Total of aliens en route and of 
} 17,841 | t— | 22,476 | t— |28,770| t— | 69,087) t— 
to America - 


* The ports from which alien lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Folke- 
stone, Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, crimeby Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, 
Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, North Shields, South Shields, Sunderland, 
and West Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, and Harwich show only deck 
passengers and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ Cannot be given, as prior to May 1890 alien lists were obtained from Hull and London only. 


NotE.—The above figures being made up at the earliest possible ms after the close of each 


month, are subject to correction in the annual returns. 


5 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumser of Receiving OrpERS GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Six months 
June ended June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 414 824 2,060 2,4 29 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &c. 27 20 144 143 
Publicans and hota keepers, &e. - 20 129 130 
Builders - 30 17 114 131 
Farmers - - 4 18 74 102 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers = - - - 19 12 73 59 
Butchers - as - 13 9 53 80 
Bakers - ~ - - 7 10 46 73 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. = 12 6 46 39 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - - 11 16 43 48 
Tailors, &c. - 10 11 42 44 
Agents, commission and general - 4 8 34 36 
Clerks, commercial and general - 5 5 29 36 
Carpenters and joiners . - 6 8 28 37 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 6 7 25 31 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 6 2 25 21 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 24 24 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - - 6 4 24 16 
Solicitors - - - - 4 8 20 23 
Auctioneers - - - - 4 q 20 8 
Engineers and founders, &c. - 6 2 20 9 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 3 2 19 14 
Chemists, druggists, and 
mauufacturers 1 19 11 
Tobacconists, &c. - 1 17 17 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. = - 4 3 17 16 
Merchants - - - 1 1 17 17 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 8 4 17 13 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - 3 17 9 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 1 5 16 20 
Blacksmiths, euniaen, &e. - - 2 2 15 18 
Confectioners - 6 8 15 14 
Timber merchants and wood ‘dealers ~ 1 4 14 14 
General dealers 3 2 14 14 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 2 1 13 21 
Printers and publishers - - 38 4 13 8 
Brokers, stock and share - 4 2 13 11 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 4 2 12 17 
Lodging-house - - 5 1 12 14 
Stationers - - 4 2 12 12 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 3 _— 12 8 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 3 1 12 5 
Brewers and beer merchants - - 2 1 12 7 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 8 12 4 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - - 2 3 ll 21 
Carriage, &c. builders - . 1 3 11 14 
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Six months 
June ended June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and {| No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
Oil and colour merchants - - . 3 4 11 11 
Millers - 5 1 1l 10 
Ironmongers 3 4 10 17 
China, glass, and “earthenware, &e. 
dealers - - 2 2 10 8 
Contractors - - 4 8 10 12 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - 5 2 10 9 
Hairdressers - 1 1 9 9 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - ~ - 4 — 9 6 
Officers in Civil Service - - 9 4 
Surgeons - - 1 2 9 12 
Agents, financial = - - 2 8 & 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - 2 2 8 6 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 3 _ 7 14 
Architects and surveyors - 2 4 7 § 
eating-house 
eepers 3 2 7 9 
in holy orders - 1 4 7 4 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &c. 2 7 | 7 7 
Bicycle and tricycle manufacturers = - 1 4 7 3 
companies - 2 —_ 7 1 
Dyers, bleachers, &c. ~ - 2 2 7 7 
Wheelwrights 2 6 12 
Tea merchants - - 1 6 7 


VI.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Britain. 


Retvrn of the Number of ANImaLs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 


Britain during the month ended 30th June 1891, and during 
the first Six Months of the Year 1891, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1890. 


Sin Six months 

ended June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - - | 30,669 29,870 | 198,212 | 227,984 
Sheep - - - {109,895 | 89,728 | 208,878 | 187,007 
Swine - | 16,958 | 27,845 | 276,071 | 338,764 
Goats - . -! 1,529 | 7,545 | 5,945 | 5,396 
Horses - - 3,471 8,472 | 15,764 | 16,529 
Mules or 2 6 4 
Asses - ~ - - - 273 314 654 695 
Total . - | 162,797 | 145,774 | 705,530 | 770,370 
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VIL—Fisnery AND WALES. 
Sratement of the Toran Quantity and VaLue of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 
1891, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1890. 


: Six Months ended 
June June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill ° ° 1,289 1,334 8,796 8,166 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 5,088 4,934 21,889 26,034 
Total prime fish - . 18,926 18,680 105,392 98,723 
Halibut 11,359 12,361 87,457 42,387 
Herrings - 64,718 26,404 182,705 57,727 
Li ° 8,143 6,108 50, 58,478 
Mackerel - 92,831 98,404 310,362 454, 
Pilchards - 57 4,719 12,461 
Plaice - 48,665 362,609 247,156 
rats 18 33 97,773 28,795 
Ali 1 other, except shell fish - sd - 67,440 82,959 450,660 577,074 
Total - - 515,440 426,325 |} 2,583,441 | 2,484,604 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 1,008,582 995,80 3,485,096 | 3,589,875 
Lobsters - 120,462 114,720 338,47: 297,759 
Oysters - | 3,178,000 17,898,000 
Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish $1,472 20,124 299,604 254,805 
VALUE. 
19425 8, 
40371 40, 0s | 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 14,982 62,218 89,260 
Total prime fish . - 65,699 69,607 | 451,333 412,786 
Haddock - ° 45,154 | 486,576 410,495 
Hake ‘ 7,823 | 21,499 
Halibut - 20,882 17,889 72,086 
H ° 24,454 15,588 52,764 80,392 
Ling 8,740 35,278 1309 
Mackerel 68,181 51,986 315,529 349,009 
Pilchards - = 58 1,225 2,975 
Plaice - 65,360 43,498 330,752 268,579 
Sprats 7 5 9,031 4342 
other, except shell fish - e - 45,243 62,840 313,364 418,325 


10,243 11,174 35, 
5, 5,984 15,756 15,572 
7. 5,034 909 60,488 
11,208 10,074 79,645 339 
34,223 82,270 185,149 174,980 


Notz.—The above 


in the Annual Returns. The values 


ve figures are subject to correction 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
* Not 


ed previous to January Ist, 1891. 


Shell fish :— 
Crabs 
Lobsters 
shell fish 
Total - 
Total value of fish landed - 388,610 869,959 | 2,425,557 | 2,300,126 
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VIIIL.—FisHEery Sraristics.—ScorLanp. 

SraTeMENT of the Totat Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June 1891, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1890. 


Six Months ended 
June June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - - 2,352 2,300 8,717 7,865 
Turbot - 459 608 2,893 
Cod - - 59,463 87,045 356,578 342,010 
Eel - - 694 73 6,867 10,048 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ~- - - 5,741 5,804 40,373 39,148 
id - 36,778 37,770 435,274 A287 
Halibut - - 3,302 8,226 14,913 16,480 
Herrings - - 2,809 326,318 787,800 229 
- - 28,252 22,452 148,050 136,127 
Mackerel - 47 27 44 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 24,053 21,073 75,008 
Skate - - - - - 5,346 4,089 37,190 44,278 
Spar! - - - - 113 25 
- - 490 1,964 
‘orsk (Tusk) 1,087 1,455 6,275 1744 
Whiting - - 6,086 7,421 35,485 84,907 
All other, except shell fish ° es 6,360 7,086 58,385 47,619 
Total 662,824 477,144 1,999,240 | 7,805,386 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 10 411,152 1,952,505 2,011,574 
Lobsters - 78,398 50,174 325,369 827,369 
Oysters - 1,500 8,000 179,700 164,200 
Cwts. wts. Cuts. 
Clams - - - 444 289 17,444 18,198 
Mussels - 9,659 8,350 73,712 
Other shell fish 4,786 4,616 32,080 84,225 
VALUE 
£ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 2,972 14,187 12,458 
Turbot - - - 915 1,031 ‘7,102 7,803 
Cod 17,346 10,944 131,037 118,888 
Eel ° - 326 357 3,571 5,006 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 4,771 33,834 84,715 
Haddock - 17,679 18,673 204,500 201,127 
Halibut - - 2,280 2, 13,368 15,460 
errings - 114,863 104,159 186,584 168,019 
Li - 8,449 6,616 46,617 42,683 
Mackerel - 30 15 31 25 
Saith (Coal Fish) - = - . 2,386 7,363 8,991 
Skate ° - ad - - 1,613 840 8,996 9,589 
Sprats - - - - 69 110 
Torsk (Tusk) 175 198 1,028 1,198 
hiting - 2,182 2,576 15,247 4,207 
Allother, except shellfish - 1,222 1,323 10,745 9,849 
Total . 177,598 159,821 684,919 638,949 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - 2,919 2,072 10,552 10,444 
Lobsters - 3,613 2,245 16,227 15,248 
ters 6 6 757 716 
Mussels 692 536 5,645 4,366 
Other shell fish - - . 930 863 6,190 5,074 
Total - - - - 8,221 5,765 41,427 38,367 
Total value of fish landed - 185,814 165,586 726,346 677,816 


NorTs.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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1X.—FisHery 


Sratement of the ToraL Quantity and VALuE of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irism Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June 1891, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1890. 


Six Months ended 
June June 
1891. 1890. 1891. 1890. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles - - 308 411 2,093 2,447 
Turbot - - 52 7 589 
Total prime fish - ~- 360 488 2,682 8,050 
1,634 1,395 29,151 25,423 
Haddock 638 973 10,118 6,533 
Herrings 25,352 15,809 35,824 20,934 
Li ° ° 1,597 1,652 11,880 10,530 
Mackerel - - 71,227 85,306 252,801 401,005 
Sprats + 140 ~ 240 60 | 
iting - - 362 781 6,685 5,730 
All other, except shell fish - 5,675 4,932 600 83,207 
Total - 107,329 111,071 387,108 508,830 
Shell fish :— No. No. 0. No. 
Crabs 38,350 44:990 20, 95,299 
Lobsters ° 24,300 27.930 61,514 56,495 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - - 1,118 700 5,744 4,058 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles 7 - - - 1,070 1,506 9,169 9,586 
Turbot - - - 195 265 1,938 1,937 
Total prime fish . 1,265 1974 11,107 11,623 
652 576 11,905 10,842 
Haddock - 494 603 6,623 4623 
ake - - - 338 334 2,122 1,989 
Herrings ° 10,937 10,210 16,076 12,251 
Li 524 618 395 | 173 
Mackerel - - - - 23,931 24,104 | 129,311 | 171,947 
Sprats 19 158 | 
iting - - - 192 360 8,262 | 2,416 
All other, except shell fish - 2,532 2,956 15,444 | 16,904 
Total 40,884 41,592 200,403 237,176 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs - 498 250 1,574 555 
Lobsters 658 820 2,311 2,242 
Other shell fish - 233 114 914 
Total - - - 1,389 1,184 5,588 | 4,017 
Total value of fish landed 42,273 42,776 205,991 241,193 


Notz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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X.-—CoTron Returns.—JvuNE 189i. 


[July 1891. 


Return of the Numper of Bates of Corton Importep and Exporteb, 
ForwARDED from Ports to IntAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 
1891, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1890. 


Month of Six months ended 
June June 
1891. 1890. | 1891. 1890. 
IMPORTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American 160,726 81,360 1,849,944 | 1,373,857 
13,673 4153 $2,041 80,920 
East Indian ~- . 33,085 75,490 135,446 361,935 
Egyptian - - - 10,163 8,117 145,741 113,246 
Miscellaneous - « 4,202 8,360 38,037 34,762 
221,849 177,480 2,251,209 | 71,964,750 
ExPorts. 
American - = 8,860 10,158 83,772 115,859 
Brazilian - 1,483 54 1,638 4,617 
Fast Indian - 10,689 13,931 76,351 109,786 
Egyptian - t 2,624 1,502 12,740 7,182 
Miscellaneous - - 2,130 440 12,516 8,570 
Total - - 25,786 26,085 187,017 245,964 
ForwarpeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - = 199,190 155,960 1,432,028 1,407,258 
Brazilian - = 4,816 5,887 61,278 56,849 
East Indian - - 16,330 22,833 89,052 134868 
Egyptian - - 16,074 10,297 140,965 116,410 
Miscellaneous - - 6,648 5,902 62,060 61,028 
Total - - 243,058 200,879 1,785,383 1,776,413 
Forwakpvep from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American - = - - 527 704 | 2,515 1,993 
Brazilian - - 35 | 79 39 
East Indian - - 20 16 | 63 165 
Egyptian - - om 172 | 156 297 
Miscellaneous - 87 95 | 567 302 
Total == 634 1,022 | 3,380 2,796 


= 
| 
| 
= 
¢ 


July 1891.] 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


107 


XL.--Pertopican Returns or Imports AND Exports 
FOR ForeIGN CouNTRIES. 


STATEMENT 0 


f the 


Imports and Exports 


into and from the 
under-mentioned Countriks in the latest Month for which Rrrurns 
lave been received, with Aggregates* for the Period of the Year. 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble=2s.; Franc = o@.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lire = 9,5 d. ; 


Drachme = yd ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I.—Imports. 
- Aggregate for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month. Year, including latest Mouth. 
Name of Country. Month. 
1891. 1890. 1891, | 1890. 
| Mar. - | Roubles 25,129,000 | 24,763,000 |, 75,500,000 75,240,000 
Russia in Europe - 
April - Ps 26,037,000 | 30,070,000 101,537,000 105,250,900 
France - -| May -| Frs.  - 358,974,000 | 454,327,000 || 2,015,871,000 | 7,922,674,000 
- | Milreis - 3,447,000 | 2,984,000 
Portugal - 
- 3,548,000 3,136,000 6,995,000 6,070,000 
Italy - - May Lire 96,932,000 | 720,976,000 502,989,000 579,405,060 
Greece | Feb. Drchms. 9,412,000 | 6,758,000 17,811,000 12,269,000 
| 
United States - May -/ Dollars 71,980,000 | 70,238,000 || 359,172,000 335,693,000 
| 
British India* - April - Rupees 5,91,65,441 | 5,77,58,992 
| | 
JJ.—Exports. 
Mar. -| Roubles 65,670,000 | 54,453,000 || 144,548,000 | 427,637,000 
Russia in Europe lf i 
| April - 57,132,000 | 60,585,000 |; 201,680,000 188,166,000 
France May -| Frs. 301,831,000 | 338,744,000 ||  1,459,192,000 | 7,534,732,000 
| Jan. - * 1,424,000 1,347 000 
Portugal -{ 
| Feb. - Milreis - 1,458,000 1,702,000 2,882,000 3,109,000 
Italy - - May -/| Lire 75,935,000 | 366,599,000 365,441,000 
| 
Greece - - Feb, Drchms, 5,865,000 | 6,848,000 || 17,286,000 14,116,000 
United States May -| Dollars 57,999,000 | 57,457,000 361,727,000 339,295,000 
British India* - | April - | Rupees 10,30,84,723 | 7/,26,33,094 |) 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the ‘ 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 


“Special” 


‘special”” imports and omer except | in the case of 
means, in the 


case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manutacuure only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XIL—Foret1en TRADE oF 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisn INpDIA. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries, Countries.* 
—_—_— Month ended Month ended 
30th April 30th April 
1891, | 1890. | 1891, | 1890. 
R. R. R. R. 
1.—Animals—living - 5,565 17,123 64,478 91,013 
II.—Articles of food and drink ~- 56,34,420 63,21,621 2,64,78,407 2,39,1 1,286 
II L—Metals and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery . 

(including plated-ware) 12,08,935 8.93,617 29,597 8,204 
B.—Metals - 62,78,200 35,071,572 92,589 36,915 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 19,138,515 19,608,252 5 
D—Railway plant and 

rolling-stock (other than 

Government stores) 25,89,920 14,92,388 

IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics. and dyeing 
and tanning materials 13,86,986 10,410,308 93,62,985 1,08,58,704 
V.—Oils - - - 29,14,475 28,85,424 5,59,258 488,322 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
faccured articles - 35,12,091 41,00587 5,06,55,319 6,20,68,780 
¥Il.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics| 2,69,51,510 2,36,03,082 89,19,417 87,17, 835 
B.—Apparel - - - 11,38,005 9,76,082 94,821 1,183,086 
C.—Other articles manu- 
fectured - 56,31,819 43,838,871 35,12,042 88,82,088 
ToTaL 5,91,65,441 5,11,53,922 9,97,68,908 | 77,07,77,238 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture orly. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1891, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 


Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C., &c. 


No. 


Place. 


Quito - - 
Para 


Palermo - - 


, Copenhagen 


Seragevo - 


Porto Rico 


_ Madrid - 


Brussels 
Patras 


Stuttgart - 


Taganrog - 
Salonica - 
Galveston - 
Rome - 


Paris’ - - 


Bushire - 
New Orleans 
BudaPesth - 
Hamburg 

Port Said - 
Samoa - 
Guayaquil - 
New Orleans 
The Pireus - 
Baltimore - 
Trieste - 
Galatz- 
Wenchow - 
Havre - - 
Rome - 
Taganrog 
Calais - 
Boston 
-Bordeaux 
Charleston - 
Manila - 
Madeira ~ 
Paris - 
Tripoli - - 
Swatow - 
Saigon - 
Vienna - - 
Algiers - 
Algiers 
Mozambique 
Antwerp 
Moga:lor - 
Ichang - 


Calais - - 


Riga - - 
San José - 
Genoa - - 
Warsaw 

Wuhu - - 
Marseilles 

Syra - - 


| Price. 


No. Place. 

ad. 867 | Jeddah .. 

ad. 868 | Savannah - 
23d. 869 | Suakin - 

ld. 870 | Berlin - 
3d. 871 | Batoum 

ld. 872 | Rosario - 

d. 873 | Buenos Ayres 
874 | Mogador 
od. 875 | Tainan - 

ld. 876 | Pakhoi_ - 
ld. 877 | Odessa - 

2d. 878 | Trebizond - 
ld. 879 | Mollendo 
iid. $80 | Kiukiang - 
881 Antananarivo 
ig. 882 Stettin 
3d. 883 Fiume - 

3d. 884 Batavia - 
3d. 885 Samoa - 

ld. 886 Cherbourg 
1d. 887 Cagliari 

id. 888 Hankow - 
2d. 889 Vienna - 

ld. 890 Amoy~ - 
14d. 891 Ad@rianople 
2d. 892 Chicago - 
13d. 893 Brest - 

ld. 894 | Smyrna - 
|] 895 Cadiz - 
ibd. 896 | Aleppo - 
2d. 897 | Foochow 

ld. 898 | Kiungchow 
ld. 899 | The Hague 
24d. 900 | Nice - 
901 | Nantes - 

5d. 902 | Port-au-Prince 
id. 993 | Bengazi 

2d. 904 | Tahiti - 
hd. 905 Chinkiang 
ld. 906 | San Francisco 
id. 907 | Brindisi 
908 | Beyrout - 
2d. 909 | Noumea 

ld. 910 | San Francisco 
8d. 911 | New York 
lid. 912 Caracas) - 
zd. 913° Greytown 

1d. 914 Corunna - 
sid. 915 | Christiania 
2d. 916 | Callao - 
1d. 917 | Macao 
lid. 918 | Séul - 
ld. 919 | Dunkirk 

ld. 920 | Tamsui - 
1d. 921 | Bussorah 

ld. 


| Price. 


| 
|__| | 
811 | | 1d. 
812 -| 4d. 
813 F | -| dd. 
* -| 1d. 
- 1d. 
818 - | - | ld. 
819 | -| 64d. 
820 - | - - | i. 
821 - - | m - | 23d. 
823 | -| td. 
824 | - =| 
-| -| 4d. 
829 | -| dd. 
830 | < id, 
831 ad ld. 
832 | «| 
833 | - - - -| lid. 
834 | ld. 
836 | - «| $d. 
837 | - - | - - Id. 
838 | - | 1d. 
839 | ‘ & 
841 | -| 
842 | 1d. 
843 | -| -| 1d. 
844 | = 19d. 
846 | - -| 14d. 
847 | | -| id. 
850 | - 3d. 
851 | | 2d. 
852 | «| 
856 - -| Idd. 
858 | a - 2d. 
860 -| Id. 
862 - “ ld. 
863 - - | - - ld. 
864 - ld. 
865 | * -| 4d. 
866 | | 
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List or Dirromatic aNp ConsuLaR 

The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


Price. 


189 | Egypt.— Report on the Rice Trade in ‘Egypt - - 3d. 
190 | Sweden.—Report on the State Railways ‘of Sweden - ~ 4d. 
191 | Persia.—Report on Cultivation of Olives in Northern Persia 4d. 
192 | Italy.—Report on the Octroi Duties in Italy  - _ 2d. 

193 | Austria~-Hungary.—Report on the Plum Trade in Bosnia 
| for the Year 1890 - dd. 

194 | Germany. — Report on the Statns and Working of the 
| | Imperial Bank of Germany ld. 

195 | Italy.—Report on the Economic Progress of the Kingdom 
| _ of Italy for the past Twenty-Five Years - 2d. 

196 Germany.—Advice and Hints to British Tourists and 
Residents in Germany - ld. 
197 Spain.—Report on Hemp Cultivation in Philippine Islands id. 

198 Belgium.—Report on the Belgian Councils of Prud’ hommes, 
and of the Councils of Industry and Labour - dd. 

199 Me.wxico.—Progress of the Works for tape ing the Port 
of Vera Cruz ld. 

200 Italy.—Report on the Postal and Telegraph Services of 
Italy, 1889-90 - ld. 

201 France.— Report on the Cultiv ation of Citrons or 
“‘Cedrats ” in the Island of Corsica - - ld. 

202 Switzerland.—Report on Compulsory Insurance ee 
Illness and Working of Mutual Aid Societies - 1d. 

203 Russia.—Report on the Russian ones agen and 
| Trading Company - ld. 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued by the Colonial Office this. year and may be ge, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. : 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


No. | Colony. | Dites. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Colony. 


A 


1 British Honduras - - - 1d, 
2 Mauritius - - 1d. 
3 British Bechuanaland - - - - : 3d. 
4 Victoria - - - - = -| 43d. 
5 Newfoundland - - - - ld. 
6 British New Guinea - - -| 
7 St. Vincent - - 
8 Bermuda - - - 1d. 
9 Leeward Islands - - 
10 St. Lucia - - 14d. 
11 | Bahamas 


| 


